Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

LYRASIS  Members  and  Sloan  Foundation 


http://archive.org/details/fredericklawolms21gilm 


FlVv/.VfT.i 


FAIRSTED 


HOME  AND  OFFICE  OF  FREDERICK  LAW  OLMSTED 


Frederick  Law  Olmsted 
National  Historic  Site 


Volume  2,  Part  1 


THE  OFFICES 


Historic  Structure  Report 


UNIVERSITY  OF  GEORC 

DEC  lo  1998 


LIBKAKitS 

DEPOSITORY 


FREDERICK  LAW  OLMSTED  NATIONAL  HISTORIC  SITE 
HISTORIC  STRUCTURE  REPORT 

Brookline,  Massachusetts 


VOLUME  2 

Parti 


By 
Andrea  M.  Gilmore 


SB043        10'J 


Northeast  Cultural  Resources  Center 

Northeast  Region,  National  Park  Service 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 


Written  1987 


CONTENTS  -  VOLUME  2,  PART  1 

LIST  OF  FIGURES  AND  CREDITS vi 

I.       THE  OFFICES:  PHYSICAL  HISTORY  AND  ANALYSIS 1 

OFFICES;  OVERVIEW    3 

OFFICES:  EXISTING  STRUCTURES 9 

NORTH  PARLOR  AND  FILE  ROOM 11 

Introduction     11 

Existing  Conditions 11 

Recommendations 11 

Figures 13 

FRONT  ENTRY    17 

Introduction     17 

Architectural  History 17 

Date  of  Construction 17 

Evolution  of  Design 17 

Description  As  Originally  Built 18 

Exterior  Elements    18 

Interior  Elements 20 

Utility  Systems 21 

Additions/Alterations 21 

Changes  Before  1900 21 

Changes  Circa  1910 22 

Addition  of  1912 22 

Changes  After  1912 24 


in 


Contents  Volume  2,  Part  1 

Existing  Conditions 25 

Recommendations 25 

Figures 27 

CLERICAL  DEPARTMENT    45 

Introduction     45 

Architectural  History 46 

Date  of  Construction 46 

Evolution  of  Design 46 

Description  As  Originally  Built 48 

Exterior  Elements    48 

Interior  Elements 51 

Utility  Systems 52 

Additions/ Alterations      54 

Changes  Before  1910 54 

Changes  in  1911-1913     56 

Addition  of  1925 57 

Changes  After  1925 64 

Existing  Conditions 65 

Recommendations 66 

Figures 67 

NORTH  DRAFTING  WING     112 

Introduction     112 

Architectural  History 113 

Date  of  Construction 113 

Evolution  of  Design 114 


IV 


Contents  Volume  2,  Part  1 

Description  As  Originally  Built 115 

Exterior  Elements    115 

Interior  Elements 118 

Utility  Systems 120 

Additions/Alterations      122 

Changes  Before  1911    122 

Addition  of  1911 124 

Changes  After  1911 128 

Changes  Circa  1963 129 

Changes  After  1963 130 

Existing  Conditions 130 

Recommendations 131 

Figures 133 

REAR  ENTRY    169 

Introduction     169 

Architectural  History 169 

Date  of  Construction 169 

Description  As  Originally  Built 170 

Exterior  Elements    170 

Interior  Elements 171 

Utility  Systems 172 

Additions/Alterations 173 

Changes  Circa  1902 173 

Changes  After  1902 174 

Existing  Conditions 175 

Recommendations 175 

Figures 177 


LIST  OF  FIGURES  AND  CREDITS  -  VOLUME  2,  Part  1 


North  Parlor 

1 .  North  Parlor:  Interior,  looking  north.    NPS  photograph  by  Marie  Carden, 

1989 15 

2.  North  Parlor:  Interior,  looking  south.   NPS  photograph  by  Marie  Carden, 

1989 16 

Front  Entry 

3.  Front  Entry:  East  elevation,  looking  northwest.    NPS  photograph  by 

Marie  Carden,  1989    29 

4.  Front  Entry:  Southwest  corner.    NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 30 

5.  Front  Entry:  Northwest  corner.    NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980. 

Frederick  law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives    31 

6.  Front  Entry:  Northeast  corner.    NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 32 

7.  Trace  studies  showing  various  possible  Front  Entry  plans,  stamped  "J.G. 
Langdon  Draftsman,"  August  1889.   The  date  July  1891  is  penciled  in,  but 

this  is  an  error.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-Z13) 33 

8.  First-floor  trace  study  for  proposed  addition  of  North  Drafting  Wing, 

circa  1890.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-?)    34 

9.  West  elevations  of  offices,  showing  (1.  to  r.)  the  North  Drafting  Wing, 
Clerical  Department,  and  Front  Entry.   Based  on  the  presence  of  the  1891 
North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  absence  of  the  1900-1901  Planting  Department, 
this  photograph  has  been  dated  to  1892-1899.   Courtesy  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities     35 

10.  Detail  of  "Roof  Plan  of  House  and  Office  of  F.L.  Olmsted,  Brookline, 
Mass.,"  annotated  to  emphasize  the  skylight  of  the  Front  Entry's  first 
west  addition.   Based  on  the  presence  of  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing 
and  the  absence  of  the  1900-1901  Planting  Department,  the  basic  drawing 
has  been  dated  to  1892-1899.    The  date  of  the  annotation  is  not  known. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  673-18-tcl)     36 


VI 


List  of  Figures  and  Credits  Volume  2,  Part  1 

11.  "Olmsted  Brothers'  Office  -  Plans  for  Alterations  in  Clerical  Department," 
by  Arthur  S.  Vinal,  October  5,  1900.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 

(Plan  20-12-sh.  4)     37 

12.  Detail  of  "Part  of  1st  Floor  Plan  Showing  Proposed  Changes  in  Front  Office 
and  Photo  Room,"  December  8,  1909.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 

(Plan  20-13-sh.  1)     38 

13.  Front  Entry:  First  west  addition,  in  corner  between  Clerical  Department 
and  house,  n.d.   This  photograph  predates  the  1900-1901  construction  of 
the  Planting  Department.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Personal 

Papers,  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Photograph  2919-23)    39 

14.  "First  Floor  Plan  -  Measured  Drawing  of  Present  Office,  Showing  Proposed 
Alterations,"  [signed]  George  A.  Stewart,  July  15,  1911.    Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-1-sh.  1)    40 

15.  Front  Entry:  Addition  to  west  wall,  November  26,  1912.   Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-?) 41 

16.  Front  Entry:  Detail  of  addition  to  west  wall,  November  26,  1912.   Frederick 

Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-?) 42 

17.  "First  Floor  Plan,  Olmsted  Brothers'  Office,  Showing  Present  Layout, 

April  11,  1913."    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-28) 43 

18.  "Second  Floor  Plan,  Olmsted  Brothers  Office,  Showing  Present  Layout, 

April  11,  1913."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-32) 44 

Clerical  Department 

19.  Clerical  Department:  East  elevation.   NPS  photograph  by  Marie  Carden,  1989 69 

20.  Clerical  Department:  West  elevation.    NPS  photograph  by  Marie  Carden,  1989 70 

21.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  hall,  facing  north.    NPS  photograph  by 

David  Bohl,  1980.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives    71 

22.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  east  side,  southeast  corner  of  south  office. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 72 

23.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  east  side,  northwest  corner  of  south  office. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 73 

24.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  east  side,  northeast  corner  of  middle  office. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 74 


vn 


List  of  Figures  and  Credits Volume  2,  Part  1 

25.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  west  side,  south  wall  of  south  office. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1908.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 75 

26.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  west  side,  east  wall  of  south  office. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1908.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 76 

27.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  west  side,  north  wall  of  north  office. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 77 

28.  Clerical  Department:  First  story,  west  side,  south  wall  of  north  office. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 78 

29.  Clerical  Department:  Second  story,  south  photograph  storage  room,  facing 
northeast.    NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted 

NHS  Archives 79 

30.  Clerical  Department:  Second  story,  north  drafting  room,  facing  east.    NPS 

photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 80 

31.  Clerical  Department:  Second  story,  north  drafting  room,  facing  southwest. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 81 

32.  Clerical  Department:  Floor-plan  trace  study,  showing  fireplace  and  toilet, 

August  14,  1889.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-Z11) 82 

33.  Clerical  Department:  Floor-plan  trace  study,  August  22  or  23,  1889. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-Z8)    83 

34.  Trace  studies  showing  various  possible  Front  Entry  plans,  stamped  "J.G. 
Langdon  Draftsman,"  August  1889.    The  date  July  1891  is  penciled  in,  but 

this  is  an  error.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-Z13) 84 

35.  Clerical  Department:  Floor-plan  trace  study  [August  1889].    Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-Zi5) 85 

36.  Clerical  Department:  Floor-plan  trace  study,  showing  the  structure  detached 
from  the  house  [August  1889].   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan 

20-Z18) 86 

37.  Clerical  Department:  Section  and  floor-plan  trace  study,  labeled  "F.L. 
Olmsted  &  Co."  [August  1889].    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan 

20-Z17) 87 

38.  Clerical  Department:  Cross  section  and  interior  trace  study,  northwest  end 
elevation,  August  10,  1889.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan 

20-Z16) 88 


vin 


List  of  Figures  and  Credits  Volume  2,  Part  1 

39.  Clerical  Department:  Section  trace  study  at  A-B  (trace  study)  [1889]. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-Z10) 89 

40.  Clerical  Department:  Section  trace  study  of  wall  [August  1889].    Frederick 

Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-Z12) 90 

41.  Clerical  Department:  Exterior  view  of  construction,  1890.    Photograph 
courtesy  of  the  John  Charles  Olmsted  Collection,  Francis  Loeb  Library, 

Graduate  School  of  Design,  Harvard  University    91 

42.  First-floor  trace  study  for  proposed  addition  of  North  Drafting  Wing,  circa 

1890.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  ?) 92 

43.  West  elevations  of  offices,  showing  (1.  to  r.)  the  North  Drafting  Wing, 
Clerical  Department,  and  Front  Entry.   Based  on  the  presence  of  the  1891 
North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  absence  of  the  1900-1901  Planting  Department, 
this  photograph  has  been  dated  to  1892-1899.    Courtesy  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities  (Neg.  no.  10974-B) 93 

44.  "Roof  Plan  of  House  and  Office  of  F.L.  Olmsted,  Brookline,  Mass." 
Based  on  the  presence  of  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  absence 
of  the  1900-1901  Planting  Department,  the  basic  drawing  has  been  dated 

to  1892-1899.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  673-18-tcl) 94 

45.  Clerical  Department:  Northwest  corner,  showing  screen  in  front  of  windows, 
n.d.   This  photograph  predates  the  1900-1901  construction  of  the  Planting 
Department.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Personal  Papers, 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Photograph  2919-23)     95 

46.  Clerical  Department:  Roof  and  chimney,  n.d.   This  photograph  predates  the 
1900-1901  construction  of  the  Planting  Department.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted 

NHS  Archives  (Photograph  673-24) 96 

47.  "Plan  for  Alterations  in  Clerical  Department,  Olmsted  Brothers'  Office, 
Brookline,  Mass.  Oct.  5,  1900,  [Architect]  Vinal."    Frederick  Law  Olmsted 

NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-12-sh.  4) 97 

48.  Clerical  Department:  Northeast  corner,  showing  roof  ventilator.    "By  H.J.K. 

4/9/24."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Photograph  673-55)    98 

49.  Detail  of  "Part  of  1st  Floor  Plan  Showing  Proposed  Changes  in  Front  Office 
and  Photo  Room,"  which  also  includes  alterations  to  the  Clerical  Department, 
December  8,  1909.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-13-sh.  1) 99 

50.  Clerical  Department:  Diagrams  of  locations  of  storm  windows,  October  1910. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  2-45-sh.  1  and  sh.  2-tcl) 100 


IX 


List  of  Figures  and  Credits Volume  2,  Part  1 

51.  "First  Floor  Plan  -  Measured  Drawing  of  Present  Office,  Showing  Proposed 
Alterations,"  [signed]  George  A.  Stewart,  July  15,  1911.    Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-1-sh.  1)    102 

52.  Basement  plan  for  proposed  alterations,  October  15,  1913,  with  annotations 

circa  1925.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-34-tpl)    103 

53.  "First  Floor  Plan,  Olmsted  Brothers'  Office,  Showing  Present  Layout, 

April  11,  1913."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-28)     104 

54.  Clerical  Department:  First-floor  plan  for  proposed  alterations,  by  Walker  & 
Pratt  Mfg.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  August  18,  1913.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted 

NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-33) 105 

55.  Clerical  Department:  Basement  plan  for  proposed  alterations,  1925. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-4-sh.  4) 106 

56.  Clerical  Department:  First-floor  plan  for  proposed  alterations,  1925. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-40-sh.  1) 107 

57.  Clerical  Department:  Second-floor  plan  for  proposed  alterations,  1925. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-40-sh.  3) - 108 

58.  Clerical  Department:  Unlabeled  partial  floor  plan  for  proposed  alterations 
(apparently  not  executed),  circa  1925.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 

(Plan  20-?) 109 

59.  Clerical  Department:  Front  elevation  drawing  for  proposed  alterations,  1925. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-40-sh.  6) 110 

60.  Clerical  Department:  Rear  elevation  drawing  for  proposed  alterations,  1925. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-40-sh.  7) Ill 

North  Drafting  Wing 

61.  North  Drafting  Wing:  East  elevation.   NPS  photograph  by  Marie  Carden,  1989 135 

62.  North  Drafting  Wing:  North  elevation,  including  attached  Plans  Vault.    NPS 
photograph  by  Marie  Carden,  1989 136 

63.  North  Drafting  Wing  and  Rear  Entry:  West  elevation.    NPS  photograph  by 

Marie  Carden,  1989    137 

64.  North  Drafting  Wing:  First  story,  drafting  room,  facing  south.    NPS  photo- 
graph by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives    138 


List  of  Figures  and  Credits  Volume  2,  Part  1 

65.  North  Drafting  Wing:  First  story,  shipping  room,  facing  south.    NPS  photo- 
graph by  David  Bohl,  1980.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives    139 

66.  North  Drafting  Wing:  First  story,  north  office,  facing  northwest.    NPS 

photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 140 

67.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Second  story,  main  drafting  room,  facing  south. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 141 

68.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Second  story,  main  drafting  room,  facing  north. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 142 

69.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Second  story,  north  drafting  room,  facing  west. 

NPS  photograph  by  David  Bohl,  1980.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 143 

70.  First-floor  trace  study  for  proposed  addition  of  North  Drafting  Wing,  circa 

1890.  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-?) 144 

71.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Plan  of  basement,  Aug.  20,  1891.   Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-5) 145 

72.  North  Drafting  Wing:  First-floor  plan  for  proposed  alterations,  by  J.G 
Langdon,  Draftsman  (stamped  on  back  of  drawing),  July  10,  1891. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-ll-pt2) 146 

73.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Sketch  of  west  elevation,  by  Marion  Olmsted,  July 

26,  1891.    Library  of  Congress,  Manuscript  Division 147 

74.  West  elevations  of  offices,  showing  (1.  to  r.)  the  North  Drafting  Wing, 
Clerical  Department,  and  Front  Entry.   Based  on  the  presence  of  the  1891 
North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  absence  of  the  1900-1901  Planting  Department, 
this  photograph  has  been  dated  to  1892-1899.   Courtesy  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities  (Neg.  no.  10974-B) 148 

75.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Cut-out  area  of  south  hip  of  roof,  during  1982  roof 

work.    NPS  photograph  by  Andrea  Gilmore     149 

76.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Tin  flashing  that  originally  joined  the  first  stories  of 
the  Clerical  Department  and  the  North  Drafting  Wing.    NPS  photograph  by 

Andrea  Gilmore,  1982 150 

77.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Drawing  for  a  print  frame,  November  11,  1891. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-13A-sh.  2) 151 

78.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Drawing  for  a  print  frame,  full  size  detail,  Nov.  11, 

1891.  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-13A-sh.  1)    152 


XI 


List  of  Figures  and  Credits  Volume  2,  Part  1 

79.  "Roof  Plan  of  House  and  Office  of  F.L.  Olmsted,  Brookline,  Mass.,"  with 
second  story  of  North  Drafting  Wing  sketched  in.   Based  on  the  presence 
of  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  absence  of  the  1900-1901  Planting 
Department,  the  basic  drawing  has  been  dated  to  1892-1899.   The  dates  of 
the  annotations  are  not  known.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 

(Plan  673-18-tcl) 153 

80.  North  Drafting  Wing:  First-floor  plan  for  proposed  addition  of  second  story, 
by  Arthur  S.  Vinal,  October  18,  1899.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 

(Plan  20-12-sh.  1)     154 

81.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Second-floor  plan  for  proposed  addition  of  second 
story,  by  Arthur  S.  Vinal,  1899.  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 

(Plan  20-12-sh.  2)     155 

82.  Site  plan  for  the  Olmsted  property,  1904.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS 

Archives  (Plan  673-1)    156 

83.  "First  Floor  Plan  -  Measured  Drawing  of  Present  Office,  Showing  Proposed 
Alterations,"  [signed]  George  A.  Stewart,  July  15,  1911.    Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-1-sh.  1)    157 

84.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Second-floor  plan  and  west  elevation,  "Proposed 
Alterations  and  Additions  to  Drafting  Room,"  [signed]  George  A.  Stewart, 

15  July  1911."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-1-sh.  2)    158 

85.  North  Drafting  Wing:  North  elevation  drawing  and  section  looking  south, 
"Proposed  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Drafting  Room,  [signed]  George  A. 
Stewart,  15th  July  1911."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan 

20-1-sh.  3) 159 

86.  North  Drafting  Wing:  East  and  south  elevation  drawings,  "Proposed  Altera- 
tions and  Additions  to  Drafting  Room,  [signed]  George  A.  Stewart,  15th 

July  1911."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-1-sh.  4)    160 

87.  North  Drafting  Wing:  West  elevation,  raising  of  roof,  1911.    Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Photograph  673-95) 161 

88.  North  Drafting  Wing:  East  elevation,  raising  of  roof,  1911.    Frederick  Law 

Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Photograph  673-94)      162 

89.  North  Drafting  Wing:  East  elevation,  April  9,  1924  (after  addition  of  second 

story  in  1911).    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Photograph  673-55)    163 

90.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Northeast  corner,  April  9,  1924  (after  addition  of  second 

story  in  1911.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Photograph  673-56) 164 


xn 


List  of  Figures  and  Credits  Volume  2,  Part  1 

91.  Basement  plan  for  proposed  alterations,  October  15,  1913,  with  annotations 

circa  1925.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-34-tpl)    165 

92.  "First  Floor  Plan,  Olmsted  Brothers'  Office,  Showing  Present  Layout, 

April  11,  1913."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-28) 166 

93.  "Second  Floor  Plan,  Olmsted  Brothers  Office,  Showing  Present  Layout, 

April  11,  1913."   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-32) 167 

94.  North  Drafting  Wing:  Second  story,  main  drafting  room,  showing  draftsmen 
at  their  tables,  April  1930.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Personnel 

Records,  Framed  Prints) 168 

Rear  Entry 

95.  Rear  Entry:  West  elevation.    NPS  photograph  by  Marie  Carden,  1989    179 

96.  Basement  plan  of  Rear  Entry  and  North  Drafting  Wing,  August  20,  1891. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  20-5)    180 

97.  West  elevations  of  offices,  showing  (1.  to  r.)  the  North  Drafting  Wing  with 
Rear  Entry,  Clerical  Department,  and  Front  Entry.   Based  on  the  presence  of 
the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  and  absence  of  the  1900-1901  Planting  Depart- 
ment, this  photograph  has  been  dated  to  1892-1899.   Courtesy  the  Society  for 

the  Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities  (Neg.  no.  10974-B)     181 

98.  First-floor  plan  for  proposed  addition  of  second  story  to  North  Drafting 
Wing,  by  Arthur  S.  Vinal,  October  18,  1899.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS 

Archives  (Plan  20-12-sh.  1) 182 

99.  Rear  Entry:  West  elevation,  circa  1900.   Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS 

Archives  (Personnel  Records,  Framed  Prints) 183 

100.  Drawing  for  addition  of  Plans  Vault  and  alterations  to  Rear  Entry,  circa 
1902,  with  annotations  circa  1910.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives 

(Plan  20-3-sh.  9)    184 

101.  Rear  Entry  in  1911,  during  addition  of  second  story  to  North  Drafting 

Wing.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  Archives  (Plan  673-95) 185 

102.  Rear  Entry:  West  elevation,  March  1916.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS 

Archives  (Photograph  673-103)    186 

103.  Rear  Entry:  West  elevation,  November  1965.    Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS 

Archives  (Photograph  Album  #2,  Job  #673  -  no  number)     187 


xin 


I.   THE  OFFICES:  PHYSICAL  HISTORY  AND  ANALYSIS 


OFFICES:  OVERVIEW 


Editor's  note:  As  with  the  house,  the  offices  at  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  National 
Historic  Site  were  restored  and  repainted  by  the  National  Park  Service  under  a  4-year 
restoration  schedule  that  extended  from  1985  to  1989.  Some  of  the  work  took  place 
after  this  report  was  written  in  1987.  For  a  complete  understanding  of  current 
condition  of  the  offices,  see  the  following  reports: 

-  "Frederick  Law  Olmsted  National  Historic  Site,  Restoration  of  Buildings  and  Structures: 
Completion  Report,  "  April  1990;  and 

-  "Frederick  Law  Olmsted  National  Historic  Site,  Exterior  Painting  of  Various  Buildings  and 
Structures:  Completion  Report,  "  1988. 


The  offices  at  the  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  National  Historic  Site  are  located  on  the  north  side 
of  the  house.  They  consist  of  four  principal,  interconnected  structures— the  Clerical  Department, 
the  Planting  Department,  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  and  the  Plans  Vault.  In  addition,  there  are  also 
two  smaller  structures— the  Front  Entry,  which  connects  the  house  to  the  Clerical  Department,  and 
the  Rear  Entry.  The  North  Parlor  and  adjoining  storage  room  in  the  house  also  functioned  during 
the  historic  period  as  part  of  the  offices.  Since  both  rooms  are  physically  part  of  the  house,  they  are 
discussed  in  considerable  detail  in  Volume  1  of  this  historic  structure  report.  Their  description  here, 
in  connection  with  the  offices,  concentrates  only  on  the  rooms'  function  as  part  of  the  offices. 

The  building  of  the  offices  took  place  from  1889-1925.  The  chronology  of  the  office 
construction  is  as  follows: 

1883-1887        North  Parlor  of  the  original  Clark  farmhouse  served  as  office  for  Frederick 
Law  Olmsted,  Sr. 

1 887  North  wall  of  the  North  Parlor  was  extended  approximately  7  feet  northward 

1890  Front  Entry  and  first  story  of  Clerical  Department  were  built 

1891  First  story  of  North  Drafting  Wing  was  built 
Before  1900  Front  Entry  was  extended  westward 
1900-1901  Planting  Department  (two  stories)  was  built 

1902  First  story  (two  interior  levels)  of  Plans  Vault  was  built 

1911  Second  story  was  added  to  North  Drafting  Wing 

1912  Second  story  was  added  to  Plans  Vault 

1925  Second  story  was  added  to  Clerical  Department.   To  build  this  addition,  the 

west  wall  of  the  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  was  moved  out  6  feet 
10  inches,  and  the  addition  was  built  on  top  of  the  western  two-thirds  of  the 
structure 


Offices  Overview 

The  design  of  the  offices  was  essentially  pragmatic— generated  by  the  ever-growing  need  of 
the  firm  for  more  space  for  drafting,  plan  and  photograph  printing,  storage,  and  offices  for  the 
clerical  staff.  In  their  conception,  the  designs  of  the  offices  were  undoubtedly  influenced  by  the 
offices  of  H.H.  Richardson,  who  was  a  close  friend  of  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Sr.  Richardson's 
offices  were  located  at  his  home  on  Cottage  Street,  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  from  Fairsted. 
Richardson's  offices  were  one-story,  wood-frame  structures  that  surrounded  a  brick  drawings  vault.1 
Unfortunately  the  Richardson  offices  have  been  demolished,  so  that  a  detailed  contemporary 
comparison  is  not  possible. 

The  offices  were  designed  to  conform  to  the  site's  terrain.  The  north  side  of  the  house, 
where  the  offices  were  built,  is  dominated  by  the  Hollow— a  natural  land  depression.  Here 
outcroppings  of  Roxbury  puddingstone  are  visible,  the  color  of  which  varies  from  rust  to  gray/green. 
Puddingstone  was  used  for  the  foundations  of  several  of  the  office  structures,  which  is  consistent 
with  Olmsted's  theory  of  blending  architecture  with  the  landscape.  The  land  also  slopes  from  the 
north  side  of  the  house  down  toward  Dudley  Street.  To  accommodate  this  change  in  elevation,  the 
office  buildings  "step  down"  the  slope.  The  exposure  of  their  foundations  further  conforms  to  the 
terrain.  The  east  foundation  wall  of  the  Clerical  Department,  located  at  the  upper  ridge  of  the 
hollow,  is  exposed  only  about  1  foot,  while  the  east  foundation  wall  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing, 
which  is  located  at  the  bottom  of  the  hollow,  is  fully  exposed. 

The  materials  used  to  construct  the  offices  were  selected  to  blend  with  the  site's  landscape. 
Virtually  all  of  the  office  buildings  are  of  wood-frame  construction.  Only  the  Plans  Vault  was  built 
of  brick,  because  of  its  fireproof  qualities.  The  exterior  walls  of  the  office  buildings  were  covered 
with  clapboards,  the  roofs  with  wood  shingles.  The  clapboards  were  painted  dark  red;  the  wood 
trim,  dark  green.  Further  blending  of  the  buildings  and  the  landscape  was  achieved  by  the  placement 
of  plantings  around  the  buildings. 

The  interior  spaces  of  the  Olmsted  offices  are  rustic  in  design.  The  walls  and  ceilings  of  all 
the  rooms  are  covered  with  shellacked  matched-board  sheathing.  Natural  light  from  the  rows  of 
windows  in  the  exterior  walls  floods  the  interior  spaces.  These  windows  also  frame  beautiful  views 
of  the  site's  landscape,  and  function  to  bring  the  landscape  into  the  offices. 

The  building  of  the  Olmsted  offices  and  the  growth  of  the  Olmsted  firm  represents  the 
development  of  landscape  architecture  as  a  profession  in  the  United  States.  In  its  infancy,  the 
principle  work  of  the  firm  was  to  produce  landscape  designs— drawings,  specifications,  and 
photographs.  To  accomplish  these  tasks,  only  drafting  space  and  a  limited  amount  of  clerical  space 
was  required.  As  the  firm  grew,  however,  it  was  required  to  perform  additional  services.  Large 
volumes  of  photographs  and  drawings  had  to  be  printed  and  stored,  a  library  of  planting  materials 
had  to  be  compiled,  meals  had  to  be  provided  for  the  staff,  and  the  business  records  had  to  be  kept. 


1  James  F.  O'Gorman,  Henry  Hobson  Richardson  and  His  Office— Selected  Drawings  (Boston:  David  R. 
Godine,  1974),  pp.  4-13. 


Offices  Overview 

A  description  of  the  offices,  written  for  the  July  1905  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of 
Landscape  Architects,  describes  the  facilities  and  services  offered  by  the  firm  at  the  turn  of  the 
century: 

The  office  is  heated  by  direct  and  indirect  hot  water  apparatus  and  has 
electric  lights  and  fans.  It  contains  ten  rooms  having  an  aggregate  floor 
space  of  approximately  half  an  acre.  Each  room  is  connected  with  the  main 
office  by  a  private  telephone  line.  There  are  four  long  distance  telephones 
in  the  office.  There  are  seven  draughting  tables  having  an  aggregate  area 
of  570  square  feet.  Number  of  active  clients  in  the  office  is  ordinarily  about 
100. 

A  photographic  collection  consisting  of  approximately  40,000  prints 
arranged  topically  according  to  clients  and  cross-referenced  under  details. 
The  collection  contains  prints  received  from  many  parts  of  Europe  and 
America  as  well  as  photographs  showing  different  stages  of  our  own  work. 

The  Clerical  Department  includes  bookkeeping  and  looking  after  the  filing 
of  all  letters,  reports,  etc.  according  to  the  vertical  file  system. 

The  Planting  Department  has  a  draughting  room  and  a  desk  room.  The 
latter  contains  nursery  catalogues,  a  card  catalogue  of  all  nursery  stock 
obtainable,  American  and  foreign,  with  folders  containing  all  planting  papers 
relating  to  active  planting  work,  about  three  hundred  volumes  of  reference 
books  and  fifteen  more  or  less  technical  weekly  and  monthly  periodicals. 

The  Print  Room  contains  a  cylindrical  electric  arc-  light  printing  frame,  a 
large  out-door  frame  and  vacuum  attachment  for  securing  good  contact,  and 
an  ordinary  blue  printing  frame.  It  has  a  room  for  developing  and  washing 
and  drying  prints. 

The  fireproof  Plans  Vault  now  contains  about  21,000  plans.  It  has  2,000 
boxes  each  box  capable  of  holding  forty  rolled  tracing  cloth  and  other  plans, 
and  there  is  space  left  for  about  500  more  plans  boxes. 

There  is  a  lunch  room  in  die  basement  with  a  seating  capacity  for  twenty- 
five.  Lunches  are  furnished  at  a  maximum  cost  for  food  of  twenty  cents  per 
meal.    It  is  run  by  a  member  of  the  office  force. 

There  is  also  in  the  basement  a  dark  room  for  photographic  work. 


Offices  Overview 

Another  description  of  the  offices  appears  in  Thomas  H.  Mawson's  autobiography,  The  Life 
and  Work  of  an  English  Landscape  Architect.2  He  visited  the  offices  in  September  1910  and 
described  them  as  follows: 

After  my  introduction  to  the  several  members  of  the  family  I  was  shown 
round  the  offices,  which,  notwithstanding  their  straggling  arrangement, 
proved  to  be  most  orderly  and  convenient.  Indeed  I  soon  realised  that  in  the 
matter  of  office  organisation  we  in  England  have  much  to  learn.  Also  their 
survey  and  contour  work,  which  formed  the  basis  of  every  plan,  was  done 
with  a  thoroughness  seldom  attempted  at  home.  The  method  of  preparing 
the  plans  by  regular  stages,  ending  with  the  work  of  the  men  who  take  out 
the  quantities  for  the  trees  and  shrubs  required,  all  carefully  noted  on  the 
plans,  was  a  revelation  to  me. 

The  filing  of  records  of  executed  works  and  "progress  photographs"  was 
reduced  to  an  up-to-date  card  system.  The  records  of  expenditure  upon  all 
the  work  passing  through  the  office  were  tabulated  with  a  thoroughness 
which  I  was  quick  to  praise.  But  I  think  that  Mr.  Olmstead's  [sic]  rejoinder 
was  right  when  he  explained  that  whilst  they  in  America  paid  more  attention 
to  the  business  side  of  their  practice  than  we  did  in  England,  we  in  this 
country  paid  greater  heed  to  design  and  the  originality  of  ideas. 

The  size  and  complexity  of  the  Olmsted  Offices  requires  that  for  detailed  architectural 
description,  the  principal  structures  of  the  complex  be  treated  as  individual  buildings.  Structurally 
and  stylistically  this  decision  is  logical;  in  terms  of  function,  however,  they  are  inextricably  linked. 
Readers  should  bear  this  distinction  in  mind  when  reading  the  sections  of  the  report  that  follow. 


2  Thomas  H.  Mawson,  The  Life  and  Work  of  An  English  Landscape  Architect. 
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OFFICES:  EXISTING  STRUCTURES 


NORTH  PARLOR  AND  STORAGE  ROOM 


Introduction 


The  North  Parlor  was  the  first  Olmsted  office.  From  1883  to  1890,  it  housed  all  of  the 
firm's  personal  offices,  drafting  and  record-keeping  activities,  and  business  transactions.  Even  after 
specific  office  structures  began  to  be  built  in  1890,  Olmsted  continued  to  use  the  North  Parlor  for 
his  office.  The  adjacent  storage  room  was  created  in  1883  as  an  entrance  for  the  office,  and  it  was 
remodeled  several  times  for  other  office-related  uses.  Clearly,  both  of  these  spaces  could  be 
considered  part  of  the  office  complex.  However,  they  relate  much  more  closely  physically  to  other 
rooms  in  the  main  house,  than  to  the  offices.   They  therefore  are  described  primarily  in  Volume  1. 


Existing  Conditions 


The  present  appearance  of  the  North  Parlor  (figs.  1-2)  dates  primarily  to  1887,  when  it  was 
extended  northward  by  approximately  7  feet  to  accommodate  a  long  drafting  table.  Since  that  time, 
despite  intensive  use  as  part  of  the  firm's  office  space,  the  North  Parlor  has  undergone  only  a  few 
structural  alterations.  These  consisted  mainly  of  the  creation  and  closure  of  doorways,  indicating 
that  circulation  patterns  through  the  North  Parlor  continued  to  be  problematic.  The  North  Parlor  has 
also  been  repainted  several  times. 

Editor's  note:  in  1995,  the  Storage  Room  and  adjacent  Front  Entry  were  remodeled 
as  a  walk-through  bookstore  and  visitor  entrance  area,  respectively. 


Recommendations 


Much  of  the  restoration  work  in  the  North  Parlor  has  been  completed.  Bookcases  along  the 
south  wall  and  a  window  seat  in  the  bay,  all  built  by  the  Richardson  family,  have  been  removed. 
The  walls  and  woodwork  have  been  painted  their  original  colors.  The  plaster  ceiling  has  been 
painted  to  match  the  color  of  the  original  salmon-colored  tinted  plaster.  The  electrical  wiring  has 
been  upgraded  and  several  additional  receptacles  installed  in  the  south  wall.  No  reproduction  lighting 
fixtures  have  been  hung. 

Some  minor  restoration  work  remains  to  be  done  in  the  North  Parlor.  Although 
disconnected,  a  hot-air  register  needs  to  be  manufactured  to  fit  the  opening  in  the  bay  floor.  Other 
possible  work,  such  as  reopening  the  west  doorway  in  the  south  wall,  hanging  lighting  fixtures,  etc., 
will  have  to  await  the  final  interpretative  use  for  the  room. 

No  work  is  recommended  for  the  Storage  Room. 
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FIGURES  FOR  THE  NORTH  PARLOR 
AND  STORAGE  ROOM 
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FRONT  ENTRY 


Introduction 


The  Front  Entry  is  a  one-story,  frame  structure  originally  built  in  1890  to  connect  the  new 
Clerical  Department  to  the  house.  As  will  be  explained  shortly,  such  a  connector  was  thought  to  be 
necessary  to  minimize  the  impact  of  the  Clerical  Department  on  the  house.  An  interior  doorway  in 
its  south  wall  led  into  the  North  Parlor,  which  was  used  by  Olmsted,  Sr.,  as  an  office.  Another 
interior  doorway  in  its  north  wall  led  to  the  central  hall  of  the  Clerical  Department.  An  exterior 
doorway  in  the  east  wall  (fig.  3)  provided  access  to  the  offices  from  the  front  circular  drive. 

The  Front  Entry  is  irregular  in  shape,  reflecting  its  location  between  the  house  and  the 
Clerical  Department,  and  two  west  additions.  Its  east  wall  measures  7  feet,  while  the  west  wall 
measures  13  feet  6  inches.  The  south  wall  angles  around  the  bay  window  of  the  North  Parlor;  the 
north  wall  conforms  to  the  angled  wall  of  the  Clerical  Department. 

The  foundation  of  the  Front  Entry  is  stone  and  brick.  Its  walls  are  of  wood-frame 
construction;  the  exterior  sheathing  is  clapboards.  The  east  wall  contains  a  doorway  and  a  window; 
the  west  wall  has  two  windows.  There  are  no  exterior  openings  in  the  north  and  south  walls.  The 
roof  is  multi-shaped  and  contains  two  skylights.  The  east  side  is  a  simple  gable,  the  center  portion 
is  flat,  and  the  west  side  is  a  shed  roof.  The  sloping  roofs  are  covered  with  green  asphalt  shingles, 
while  the  flat  roof  is  covered  with  copper. 

The  interior  of  the  Front  Entry  presently  consists  of  two  rooms.  The  east  room  is  the  main 
office  reception  area;  the  west  room  is  used  for  office  storage.  Figures  4-6  show  the  interior  of  the 
Front  Entry  in  1980. 

Editor 's  note:  since  that  year,  the  partition  between  the  rooms  has  been  removed  to 
create  a  larger  entrance  area;  the  west  room 's  south  wall  has  also  been  removed  to 
open  the  space  to  the  former  storage  closet  in  the  house,  recently  remodeled  as  a 
bookstore. 


Architectural  History 


Date  of  Construction 

The  original,  east  portion  of  the  Front  Entry  was  built  in  1890,  in  conjunction  with  the  first 
story  of  the  Clerical  Department. 


Evolution  of  Design 

As  will  be  discussed  in  connection  with  the  Clerical  Department,  one  of  the  critical  issues 
to  be  resolved  in  erecting  the  first  office  structure  was  how  to  connect  it  to  the  house.    Several  of 
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Offices:  Existing  Structures Front  Entry 

onto  the  house.  However,  because  of  objections  raised  about  the  way  it  would  have  obstructed  the 
view  from  the  Dining  Room  windows,  and  about  the  damage  it  would  have  caused  to  the  house  if 
it  was  later  removed,  the  Front  Entry  was  conceived  as  a  connector  between  the  house  and  Clerical 
Department. 

Figure  7  shows  that  various  designs  were  considered  for  the  Front  Entry.  All  but  one 
incorporated  the  existing  North  Parlor  bay  window  into  the  plan.  Of  interest  in  these  proposed 
designs  are  the  number  of  small  rooms,  not  much  bigger  than  closets,  that  were  proposed  to  be  built 
along  the  east  wall.  The  final  design  was  much  simpler  than  those  in  figure  7.  It  is  seen  in  figure 
8,  an  1890  trace  study  for  a  proposed  first-story  North  Drafting  Wing  addition. 


Description  As  Originally  Built 

Exterior  Elements 

Foundation 

The  foundation  for  the  1890  Front  Entry  was  constructed  as  part  of  the  Clerical  Department 
foundation  and  therefore  contains  the  same  stone  and  mortar.  There  is  one  small  window  in  the  east 
foundation  wall;  otherwise,  it  had  no  exterior  openings. 

Walls 

The  1890  Front  Entry  measured  approximately  8  by  9  feet  (fig.  8).  Little  of  the  framing  for 
this  structure  was  examined  for  the  preparation  of  this  report.  A  notation  on  the  1 889  basement  plan 
for  the  Clerical  Department  called  for  sills  6  by  8  inches  for  the  Front  Entry.  All  of  the  original 
framing  for  the  west  wall  was  removed  during  subsequent  alterations.  The  framing  of  the  north  and 
south  walls  was  the  framing  of  the  Clerical  Department  and  house,  respectively.  The  framing  of  the 
east  wall  basically  consisted  of  the  framing  members  for  the  doorway  and  wall,  since  this  wall  was 
only  7  feet  wide. 

The  1890  exterior  walls  of  the  Front  Entry  resembled  those  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department. 
They  consisted  of  a  "sandwich"  of  alternating  layers  of  boards  and  paper  nailed  to  the  outer  surfaces 
of  the  framing  members.  (See  the  subsequent  section,  "Clerical  Department,"  for  more 
information.)  The  exterior  wall  layer  was  clapboards  with  a  reveal  ranging  from  3  1/8  to  3  1/4 
inches. 

Porches 

When  first  built,  the  Front  Entry  appears  to  have  had  porches  along  its  east  and  west  walls. 
All  physical  evidence  for  these  porches  has  long  since  disappeared.  However,  their  outlines  appear 
in  figure  8,  the  1890  trace  study. 
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The  appearance  of  the  east  porch  is  not  known.  No  early  photographs  of  the  east  elevation 
of  the  office  have  yet  been  found.  The  absence  of  any  markings  on  the  existing  walls  of  the  Front 
Entry  and  Clerical  Department  suggest  that  the  porch  did  not  have  a  roof.  It  was  most  likely  a  wood 
platform/step,  similar  to  the  existing  concrete  step. 

A  little  more  is  known  about  the  appearance  of  the  west  porch.  A  portion  of  it  is  visible  in 
a  pre- 1900  photograph  showing  the  west  elevations  of  the  office  buildings  (fig.  9).  This  limited 
documentation  suggests  that  it  was  an  open  porch,  with  rails  and  balusters  at  its  edges  and  a  slightly 
pitched  shed  roof.  Figure  8  shows  it  extending  across  the  Front  Entry,  the  North  Entry  of  the  house, 
and  possibly  as  far  west  as  the  Dining  Room. 

Doorways 

The  east  wall  contained  a  doorway  with  paneled  door,  whose  two  upper  panels  were  glazed. 
This  doorway  opening  remains  intact  today.  The  exterior  casing  of  the  doorway  is  constructed  from 
4  1/2-inch  unmolded  boards.  A  strip  1  1/8  inches  square,  with  one  rounded  edge,  has  been  nailed 
to  the  exterior  doorway  casing.   A  later  storm  and  screen  door  hung  from  this  casing. 

In  the  1890  trace  study  (fig.  8),  a  doorway  is  shown  in  the  west  wall  of  the  Front  Entry.  All 
physical  evidence  of  this  doorway  has  been  obliterated  by  later  alterations. 

Windows 

Only  the  east  wall  of  the  1890  Front  Entry  was  fenestrated;  it  contained  a  window  with  two- 
over-two,  double-hung  sashes.  This  window  remains  today.  The  exterior  window  casing  is 
constructed  from  4  1/2-inch  unmolded  boards. 

Roof 

The  1890  roof  framing  was  not  available  for  inspection  during  the  preparation  of  this  report. 
It  is  a  gable  roof,  and  was  probably  framed  in  a  manner  typical  for  that  type  of  roof.  The  original 
roof  sheathing  was  exposed  during  the  1982  roof  contract.  This  roof  had  a  double  layer  of  sheathing 
boards.  The  lower,  tongue-and-groove  boards  were  1  by  8  inches.  They  were  covered  with  a  layer 
of  red  rosin  paper,  followed  by  a  layer  of  tongue-and-groove  planks  1  1/2  by  6  inches.  This  roof 
was  originally  covered  with  wood  shingles,  remnants  of  which  remain  under  the  existing  roof. 

Gutters  and  Downspouts 

The  Front  Entry  presently  has  a  gutter  along  its  east  side.  This  gutter  connects  to  the  gutter 
on  the  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department,  and  flows  into  the  downspout  at  its  south  end.  The 
existing  gutter  does  not  date  to  1890;  the  original  office  gutters  were  hung  with  metal  straps,  and  this 
gutter  is  spiked  through  the  fascia  to  the  plate.  It  seems  likely,  however,  that  both  the  east  and  west 
eaves  of  the  Front  Entry  had  wooden  gutters  originally. 
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Interior  Elements 

Plan 

The  plan  of  the  1890  Front  Entry  consisted  of  one  room,  with  three  steps  in  the  northwest 
corner  leading  down  into  the  Clerical  Department.  These  steps  appear  to  have  had  a  railing  along 
their  east  side.  (The  existing  doorway  into  the  Clerical  Department  is  in  the  same  location  as  the 
original  doorway,  but  was  relocated  there  in  1925.)  A  doorway  in  the  south  wall  led  into  the  North 
Parlor.   There  was  an  exterior  doorway  in  each  of  the  east  and  west  walls. 

Walls  and  Ceiling 

The  material  used  to  cover  the  interior  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  Front  Entry  is  thought  to  have 
been  the  same  as  that  used  for  the  1890  Clerical  Department.  The  material  was  matched  cypress 
sheathing  grooved  to  create  large  beads  that  resembled  a  washboard.  (This  would  have  been  the 
innermost  layer  of  several  layers  of  boards  and  paper  nailed  to  the  outer  sides  of  the  framing 
members,  as  described  in  the  previous  section,  "Exterior  Elements,  Walls.")  The  "washboard" 
sheathing  used  on  the  walls  was  installed  horizontally,  without  a  baseboard.  The  "washboard" 
sheathing  used  for  the  ceiling  was  hung  from  the  roof  framing  with  furring  strips  to  create  a  curved 
ceiling.  On  the  north  wall,  at  the  junction  of  the  ceiling  and  wall  sheathing,  was  a  quarter-round 
molding. 

Doorways 

The  door  in  the  east  exterior  doorway  appears  to  be  original;  a  matching  door  that  has  been 
modified  for  use  as  the  swinging  door  between  the  Front  Entry  and  Clerical  Department  may  be  the 
original  west  exterior  door.  These  doors  have  two  lower  recessed  vertical  panels,  trimmed  with  an 
ovolo  and  bead  molding,  and  two  upper  horizontal  glazed  panels  (see  "Offices:  Appendix  E").  On 
the  door  that  has  been  modified  for  use  as  a  swinging  door,  the  glass  has  been  removed  from  the 
lower  panel  and  filled  with  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing. 

The  doorway  casings  in  the  1890  Front  Entry  were  constructed  with  "washboard"  sheathing. 
The  widths  of  the  pieces  of  boarding  varied  considerably  to  accommodate  the  spaces  where  they  were 
used.  The  casing  of  the  doorway  leading  into  the  Clerical  Department,  for  example,  was  four  and 
a  half  beads  wide.    All  of  the  original  hardware  has  been  removed  from  the  east  door. 

Windows 

The  1890  east  window  was  smaller  than  the  1890  Clerical  Department  windows,  but  it  did 
have  two-over-two,  doubie-hung  sashes  with  the  typical  1890  muntin  profile  (see  "Offices:  Appendix 
D"). 

Like  the  doorway  casings  in  the  1890  Front  Entry,  the  window  casing  was  constructed  with 
matched  boarding  that  varied  considerably  to  accommodate  the  spaces  where  it  was  used.  The  north 
side  of  the  casing  was  four  beads  wide;  the  south  side  was  six  beads  wide,  the  top  piece  was  two  and 
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a  half  beads  wide,  and  the  apron  was  three  beads  wide.   The  window  stool  was  1  1/8  inches  thick 
and  had  a  rounded  edge. 

The  only  remaining  1890  hardware  in  the  Front  Entry  is  on  the  east  window.  It  has  the  same 
meeting-rail  lock  as  the  1890  Clerical  Department  windows:  an  iron  lock,  with  a  quarter-round  catch, 
and  a  latch  with  a  round  head  and  an  L-shaped  handle.  Unlike  the  1890  Clerical  Department 
windows,  the  Front  Entry  window  does  not  have  a  casement  lock.  The  sash-cord  plates  are  typical 
for  1890:  rectangular,  1  by  4  inches,  with  rounded  ends. 

Utility  Systems 

None  of  the  existing  utility  systems  serving  the  Front  Entry  appear  to  date  to  1890,  and 
evidence  for  these  systems  is  scant.  No  doubt  it  was  heated  by  the  same  boiler  that  heated  the 
Clerical  Department.  Original  lighting  was  probably  by  gas,  since  evidence  of  gas  lighting  has  been 
found  in  both  the  Clerical  Department  and  North  Parlor.  A  capped  junction  box  in  the  ceiling 
indicates  that  it  was  wired  for  electricity  at  an  early  date,  probably  in  1896,  when  the  Clerical 
Department  was  done.  Door  bells  were  also  probably  installed  at  the  east  and  west  doorways  in 
1892  when  the  electric  bells  were  put  in  the  offices. 


Additions/ Alterations 

Changes  Before  1900 

The  Front  Entry  has  been  altered  extensively.  The  first  alteration  appears  to  have  been  the 
addition  of  a  room  along  the  west  wall  (Room  101),  where  the  west  porch  had  been  located 
originally. 

The  exact  date  of  this  extension  is  unknown.  It  appears  in  figure  10,  which  has  been  dated 
to  1892-1899.  It  is  also  indirectly  referenced  in  an  1899  plan  by  Arthur  S.  Vinal,  done  at  the  same 
time  that  he  was  preparing  plans  for  building  the  Planting  Department  and  altering  the  Clerical 
Department.  On  October  19,  1899,  Vinal  submitted  a  plan  (figure  39  in  Volume  1)  for  remodeling 
the  North  Entry  of  the  house  for  office-storage  use.  This  plan  states  that  the  existing  North  Entry 
exterior  door  was  "to  be  unhung,"  in  order  to  provide  free  passage  to  the  first  west  addition  of  the 
Front  Entry.  Clearly,  the  addition  was  either  standing  or  was  about  to  be  built  at  that  time.  Another 
Vinal  plan  done  a  year  later  (fig.  11)  does  not  show  the  first  west  addition.  However,  this  plan 
focuses  solely  on  alterations  to  the  Clerical  Department;  it  omits  not  only  the  Front  Entry's  first  west 
addition,  but  also  the  Planting  Department,  which  was  definitely  standing  by  that  time.  This 
tendency  to  prepare  drawings  that  omit  extant  building  features  not  the  focus  of  interest  has  been 
noted  previously  in  this  report. 

A  plan  prepared  in  1909  for  proposed  alterations  to  the  "Front  Office  and  Photo  Room" 
adjacent  to  the  Front  Entry  (fig.  12)  and  physical  evidence  provide  the  best  information  about  the 
first  west  addition.  The  room  measured  roughly  9  by  14  feet,  with  a  2-foot  jog  in  the  west  wall  at 
its  south  end.  This  jog  enabled  the  new  wall  to  run  parallel  to  the  west  wall  of  the  North  Parlor  and 
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still  join  the  Clerical  Department  and  west  wall  of  the  former  North  Entry.  The  addition  has  a  brick 
foundation,  still  visible  in  the  basement. 

In  the  north  wall  of  this  jog  is  mounted  a  large  exhaust  fan,  which  is  connected  to  a  tile  pipe 
that  runs  into  the  house  cellar.  Why  such  a  large  exhaust  fan  was  installed  in  the  house  cellar  is  not 
known.  It  was  only  used  for  a  short  time,  since  the  portion  of  the  Front  Entry  foundation  in  which 
it  was  mounted  was  covered  over  by  the  1912  addition. 

The  west  wall  was  of  wood-frame  construction  and  contained  three  windows.  The  shed-style 
roof  pitched  slightly  from  east  to  west,  and  had  a  monitor-type  skylight  up  against  the  north  wall  of 
the  house.  The  main  roof  was  covered  with  tin.3  The  monitor-style  skylight  was  replaced  in  1912 
by  the  present  monitor-type  skylight,  so  only  documentary  evidence  remains  of  its  appearance. 
Figures  10  and  13  indicate  that  it  was  located  above  the  doorway  from  the  Photo  Room  (former 
North  Entry)  in  the  house  to  the  first  west  addition.  It  was  glazed  on  the  north,  east,  and  west  sides, 
and  had  a  hipped  roof  covered  with  tin. 

The  specific  function  of  the  first  west  addition  to  the  Front  Entry  is  not  known.  In  a  191 1 
drawing  of  the  space  (fig.  14),  it  is  identified  as  the  location  of  the  telephone  switchboard.  It  is  not 
known  when  the  switchboard  was  installed,  although  a  1905  description  of  the  offices  states:  "Each 
Room  is  connected  to  the  main  office  by  a  private  telephone  line." 

Changes  Circa  1910 

As  stated  previously,  a  plan  was  prepared  in  December  1909  for  alterations  to  the  Front 
Office  and  Photo  Room,  both  in  the  house  but  adjacent  to  the  Front  Entry  (fig.  12).  One  minor 
alteration  was  made  to  the  Front  Entry  when  this  work  was  executed.  The  Front  Entry's  north- wall 
doorway  to  the  Clerical  Department  was  moved  from  the  west  end  to  the  east  end  of  the  wall.  The 
steps  associated  with  this  doorway  were  moved  from  inside  the  Front  Entry  to  inside  the  Clerical 
Department.  This  enabled  the  south  end  of  the  partition  wall  down  the  center  of  the  Clerical 
Department  to  be  straightened. 

Addition  of  1912 

Exterior  Elements 

In  1912,  the  Front  Entry  was  further  extended  to  the  west.  The  drawings  for  this  project, 
on  file  in  the  Olmsted  archives,  are  dated  November  26,  1912  (figs.  15-16).  Two  1913  floor  plans 
(figs.  17-18)  show  the  Front  Entry  after  the  work.  The  information  contained  in  these  drawings, 
combined  with  evidence  found  in  the  existing  structure,  reveal  the  following  about  this  second  west 
addition. 


3  Fragments  of  this  tin  roof  were  found  during  the  summer  of  1982,  when  the  roof  was  stripped.  The 
fragments  were  found  around  the  sill  of  the  monitor-type  skylight  that  replaced  the  first  monitor-type  skylight 
in  1912. 
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The  purpose  of  this  addition  was  to  move  the  west  wall  of  the  Front  Entry  approximately  5 
feet  further  west  to  create  two  small  offices  ("coops")  to  be  used  by  the  stenographers.  The 
foundation  of  the  1912  addition,  like  the  foundation  of  the  first  west  addition,  is  brick.  Located  at 
the  south  end  of  the  west  foundation  wall  is  an  opening  that  is  framed  with  wood  and  has  a  metal 
cover.  It  may  have  been  used  to  vent  the  exhaust  fan  in  the  west  foundation  wall  of  the  first  west 
addition. 

The  walls  of  the  1912  addition  are  of  wood-frame  construction.  Since  they  were  not  opened 
up  during  the  preparation  of  this  report,  the  drawings  provide  the  best  information  about  their 
construction.  They  call  for  6-inch  square  sills,  with  2-  by  8-inch  floor  joists  running  east/west, 
which  are  visible  in  the  basement. 

The  walls  are  constructed  with  3-  by  4-inch  or  2-  by  3-inch  studs  (fig.  16).  The  west  wall 
contains  two  windows  with  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes  (fig.  15).  There  was  also  a  window 
in  the  north  wall  prior  to  the  widening  of  the  Clerical  Department  in  1925  (fig.  15).  The  sashes  of 
these  windows  may  have  been  reused  from  the  west  wall  of  the  first  west  addition.  The  exterior 
cladding  is  clapboards,  with  a  reveal  ranging  from  3  1/2  to  4  inches.  The  clapboards  are  secured 
with  wire  nails.  The  foundation  fascia  board  is  5  inches  wide;  the  window  casings  are  4  1/2  inches 
wide  and  unmolded.  The  cornice  consists  of  a  plain  3-inch-wide  board  with  a  4-  by  5-inch  cypress 
gutter.   The  leader  for  this  gutter  is  at  its  north  end.   This  leader  runs  into  a  catch  basin. 

The  roof  of  the  1912  addition  is  a  gable  roof  that  is  higher  than  the  adjacent  shed  roof  of  the 
first  west  addition  (see  section,  figure  15).  The  west  slope  of  the  roof  was  covered  with  wood 
shingles.  Most  of  the  east  roof  slope  consists  of  a  large  skylight  with  six  fixed,  rectangular  panes 
of  wire  glass  (see  figure  18).  Because  the  roof  of  the  1912  addition  is  higher  than  the  roof  on  the 
first  west  addition,  an  interior  downspout  was  installed  to  carry  water  from  the  lower  roof.  The 
scupper  for  this  downspout  is  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  first  addition's  roof.  The  pitch  of  this 
roof  also  had  to  be  changed  slightly  so  that  water  would  run  into  this  drain. 

The  first  addition's  monitor-type  skylight  against  the  north  side  of  the  house  was  also 
completely  rebuilt  in  1912.  The  1912  monitor  skylight,  which  exists  today,  was  roughly  rectangular 
in  shape.  It  extended  up  to  the  height  of  the  second-story  window  sill  (fig.  15).  The  north  and  east 
sides  of  the  monitor  were  glazed.  Each  side  contained  two  sashes:  the  lower  sashes  were  fixed, 
while  the  upper  were  hinged.  The  west  side  was  angled  to  meet  the  other  1912  skylight.  The  roof 
of  this  monitor  skylight  was  flat  and  covered  with  tin.  The  cornice  of  this  skylight  was  simple, 
consisting  of  a  fillet  and  cyma  recta. 

Interior  Elements 

The  interior  plan  of  the  1912  Front  Entry  addition  is  shown  in  the  April  11,  1913,  first-floor 
plan  for  the  office  (fig.  17).  It  consisted  of  two  small  offices  occupied  by  the  firm  stenographers. 
The  east,  original  part  and  the  first  west  addition  of  the  Front  Entry  remained  essentially  unaltered 
during  this  work.  (The  1913  plan  identified  the  original  (1890)  part  of  the  Front  Entry  as  the 
"Vestibule,"  and  the  first  west  addition  as  the  "Telephone  Room.")  The  most  obvious  change  was 
the  widening  of  the  doorway  into  the  former  North  Entry  of  the  house.  That  space,  which  had  been 
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remodeled    for    photograph    storage    circa    1900    and    again    in    1909-1910,    was    called    a 
Correspondence/File  Room  by  1911  (fig.  14)  and  simply  a  File  Room  by  1913  (fig.  17). 

The  interior  walls  of  the  1912  Front  Entry  addition  are  finished  with  "Compo-Board,"  the 
same  type  of  wallboard  that  was  used  to  sheath  the  interior  walls  of  the  Plans  Vault.  Originally  the 
"Compo-Board"  does  not  appear  to  have  been  painted,  so  the  walls  were  brown.  In  figure  15,  the 
partition  wall  between  the  stenographers'  offices  is  described  as  a  "glazed  partition  [that]  extends  to 
ceilings  between  Coops."  Figure  16  also  states  that  the  east  walls  of  the  stenographers'  offices  were 
glazed  ("new  partition  glazed").  All  of  the  interior  walls  that  formed  the  stenographers'  offices  were 
destroyed  during  later  alterations  to  this  space,  so  that  nothing  is  known  about  these  partition  walls 
except  the  information  noted  on  the  drawings. 

The  interior  woodwork  in  the  1912  addition  consists  of  4-inch  wide,  unmolded  window 
casings.  The  top  of  the  casing  runs  continuously  across  the  west  wall;  its  edges  are  trimmed  with 
a  quarter-round  molding.  The  walls  of  the  1912  addition  also  had  a  chair  rail.  The  top  of  the  chair 
rail  is  formed  by  the  window  sill.  The  window  sills  are  2  1/2  inches  wide.  Raised  wooden  radiator 
platforms  are  located  in  the  recessed  areas  along  the  north  and  south  walls.  All  of  this  woodwork 
was  originally  shellacked. 

The  utility  systems  in  the  1912  addition  consisted  of  standing  steam  radiators  located  along 
the  north  and  south  walls.  Paint  lines  following  the  routes  of  wood  wire  mold  indicate  that  the 
addition  was  originally  wired  for  electricity.  All  of  the  original  fixtures  in  these  rooms  have  been 
removed.  It  seems  likely  that  they  were  similar  to  those  in  the  File  Room.  In  1913,  sprinklers  were 
installed  throughout  the  Front  Entry. 

Changes  After  1912 

Documentation  for  alterations  made  to  the  Front  Entry  after  circa  1912  is  scant.  The  exterior 
of  the  building  was  painted  approximately  nine  times  (see  "Offices:  Appendix  B"  for  color  schemes). 
The  roofs  were  also  replaced,  probably  circa  1940.  The  wood  shingles  on  the  east  ridge  and  west 
shed  portions  of  the  roof  were  replaced  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  center  of  the  roof,  originally 
covered  with  tin,  was  recovered  with  copper.  Both  the  shingles  and  the  copper  were  renewed  during 
the  1982  roofing  contract.  The  tin  roof  of  the  monitor-type  dormer  was  replaced  with  terne.  The 
skylights  themselves  were  extensively  reglazed  as  needed  and  painted. 

On  the  interior  few  changes  appear  to  have  been  made  to  the  Front  Entry  through  the  1950's. 
The  "Compo-Board"  walls  in  the  1912  addition  were  painted  several  times.  During  the  1950's,  as 
the  firm  and  its  clerical  staff  began  to  decrease  in  size,  the  Front  Entry  was  used  less  intensively. 
Circa  1968,  following  the  failure  of  the  office  furnace  and  the  consolidation  of  the  firm  into  the 
Clerical  Department,  this  "pace  was  remodeled  for  Artemas  Richardson's  office.  The  partition  walls 
forming  the  stenographer's  office  were  removed,  as  were  the  radiators  in  these  rooms.  A  wall  with 
a  doorway  was  built  to  divide  the  original  portion  and  the  first  west  addition.  The  doorway  leading 
into  the  File  Room  was  filled  in.  The  walls  of  the  room,  including  the  newly  built  east  wall,  were 
covered  with  modern  paneling,  while  the  ceiling  received  white  acoustical  tile.  Modern  globe-type 
lighting  fixtures  were  installed  in  this  new  office,  and  a  single  radiator  was  placed  along  the  north 
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wall.   Bookshelves  were  built  along  the  north  and  south  walls.   The  lobby,  or  vestibule,  portion  of 
the  Front  Entry  was  painted  yellow  at  this  time. 


Existing  Conditions 


Exterior  Elements 


The  Front  Entry,  like  the  other  office  buildings,  suffers  from  years  of  deferred  maintenance. 
The  foundation  fascia  board  on  the  east  elevation  is  rotted,  and  the  sill  may  be  rotted,  as  well.  On 
the  west  elevation,  numerous  clapboards  are  split,  and  the  windows  casings  are  deteriorated.  The 
roofs,  however,  are  in  good  condition.  The  sloped  portions  are  covered  with  slate-green  GAF 
asphalt  shingles  dating  to  1982.  The  flat  portion  has  20-oz.  copper,  and  the  roof  of  the  monitor-type 
skylight  has  terne,  all  installed  in  1982. 


Interior  Elements 

The  majority  of  the  historic  building  fabric— walls,  paneling,  lighting  fixtures,  etc.— has  been 
removed  from  the  Front  Entry.  The  west  side  of  the  room  suffers  from  years  of  water  damage 
caused  by  the  leaking  skylight.  The  "Compo-Board"  covering  the  exterior  walls  in  this  portion  of 
the  room  is  disintegrating.  The  former  doorway  leading  into  the  File  Room  is  covered  with  a 
plywood  patch.  The  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  lobby  portion  of  the  Front  Entry  are  painted  a  tan 
color. 


Recommendations 


On  the  exterior,  all  rotted  woodwork  should  be  replaced  in  kind.  On  the  east  elevation,  this 
will  include  the  sill  and  water-table  board.  On  the  west  elevation  the  north  corner  post  should  be 
checked  for  rot,  because  the  downspout  in  this  corner  has  been  missing  for  some  time.  Random 
clapboards  will  have  to  be  replaced,  as  will  the  window  casings.  The  roof  should  not  require  any 
additional  work,  since  it  was  extensively  repaired  in  1982.  The  possible  exception  is  the  east  ridge 
of  the  roof,  whose  asphalt  shingles  were  not  replaced  in  1982. 

On  the  interior,  the  paint  will  be  stripped  from  the  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing,  and  a  new 
coat  of  shellac  will  be  applied.  The  deteriorated  "Compo-Board"  will  be  replaced.  "Compo-Board" 
removed  during  the  demolition  of  the  Plans  Vault  should  be  used  to  make  these  repairs. 

The  final  scope  of  the  restoration  work  for  the  Front  Entry  will  be  determined  by  its  use. 
The  east  side  of  the  room  now  functions,  and  will  continue  to  function,  as  a  connecting  hall  and 
lobby  for  the  offices.   The  west  side  of  the  room  is  presently  used  for  storage. 
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FIGURES  FOR  THE  FRONT  ENTRY 
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Figure  6.    Front  Entry:  Northeast  corner. 
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-r'.': ■ -Hoof  Plan  of  House  andOffico  of  F.L.Olmsled.Brookiine^'iass. 
sS|!%:';;'     •  ■••:    •  Scale,  20'=i:  :■■        .    .  ;•     .     •-•-.     ^••'  ' 

^V^^Pi?--"": ':'*••  - "">  ■•*--""  ■"'-."'  ■"■■:■  '•-  ;     >:   *'--      /■•'*':      :'-  ..  ■/•:■    • 


'•-A-viitefcl) 


Figure  10.    Detail  of  "Roof  Plan  of  House  and  Office  of  F.L.  Olmsted,  Brookline,  Mass.,' 
1892-1899,  annotated  to  emphasize  skylight  of  Front  Entry's  first  west  addition. 
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Figure  13.    Front  Entry:  First  west  addition  (in  corner  between  Clerical  Department  and  house),  n.d. 
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CLERICAL  DEPARTMENT 


Introduction 


The  Clerical  Department  is  a  two-story,  frame  structure  with  a  flat  roof.  It  is  the 
southernmost  structure  in  the  office  complex.  Its  south  elevation  adjoins  the  Front  Entry,  which 
connects  the  Clerical  Department  to  the  North  Parlor.  Its  north  elevation  abuts  the  Planting 
Department  and  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  The  east  elevation  (fig.  19)  faces  the  Hollow;  the  west 
elevation  (fig.  20)  faces  the  inner  rear  courtyard. 

The  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department,  built  in  1890,  is  the  earliest  building  in  the  office 
complex.  It  was  built  for  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Sr.,  as  a  large  drafting  room.  It  was  not  called 
the  Clerical  Department  until  1900,  when  the  construction  of  other  office  space  allowed  part  of  the 
earlier  structure  to  be  devoted  to  clerical  use.  However,  for  the  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term 
"Clerical  Department"  will  be  used  for  all  periods  of  the  building's  history. 

The  draftsman  for  at  least  one  of  the  studies  of  this  building  was  J.G.  Langdon,  a  member 
of  the  firm.  The  building  permit  identifies  the  builder  as  B.  Wiley.  In  1925,  Olmsted  Brothers 
moved  the  west  wall  of  the  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  approximately  6  feet,  10  inches 
further  west  and  added  a  second  story  to  the  western  two-thirds  of  the  widened  first  story.  Notations 
on  the  drawings  for  this  work  indicate  that  Harry  Perkins,  a  member  of  the  firm,  designed  this 
addition.    The  builder  of  this  addition  is  not  identified.4 

The  Clerical  Department  is  roughly  rectangular  in  shape,  although  its  north  wall  has  been 
angled  to  meet  the  adjoining  walls  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  and  Planting  Department  and  to 
accommodate  the  brick  fire  wall  that  was  built  between  these  structures  in  1925.  Its  foundation  is 
puddingstone;  its  exterior  walls  are  sheathed  with  clapboards.  In  the  first  story,  the  east  and  west 
exterior  walls  are  dominated  by  rows  of  windows  with  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes.  In  the 
second  story,  the  east  wall  is  punctuated  with  half-length  windows;  the  south  wall  also  contains  two 
of  these  shorter  windows.  The  west  wall  has  full-length  windows.  The  east  roof  slope  is  pitched 
and  covered  with  asphalt  singles.    The  west  roof  slope  is  flat  and  covered  with  tar  and  gravel. 

On  the  interior,  the  basement  of  the  Clerical  Department  is  unfinished.  The  first  story 
consists  of  five  rooms  connected  by  a  hall  (fig.  21).  On  the  east  side  of  the  hall  are  three  offices: 
a  south  one  of  medium  size  (figs.  22-23),  a  large  middle  one  (fig.  24),  and  a  small  north  one.  The 
west  side  of  the  hall  has  a  south  office,  which  contains  the  stairway  to  the  basement  (fig.  25-26),  and 
a  north  office,  which  includes  a  toilet  room  (fig.  27-28).  The  Olmsted  firm  used  the  latter  office  as 
a  ladies'  lunchroom;  the  other  offices  housed  the  firm's  clerical  staff.  The  second  story  consists  of 
two  rooms;  the  south  room  is  used  for  archival  photograph  storage  (fig.  29),  while  the  north  room 
is  a  drafting  room  (figs.  30-31). 


4  See  "Offices:  Appendix  G,  Building  Permits."  It  should  be  noted  that  on  the  1925  building  permit  for 
the  second-story  addition  to  the  Clerical  Department,  the  mechanic  (designer)  is  identified  as  George  Stewart, 
another  member  of  the  firm  who  had  designed  several  of  the  office  additions.  The  initials  on  the  construction 
drawings  and  a  note  on  the  drawings  "See  Perkins  for  Construction"  seems  to  indicate  that  Perkins  was  also 
involved  with  its  construction. 
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The  National  Park  Service  presently  uses  the  Clerical  Department  similarly  to  the  way  it 
functioned  historically.  The  basement  continues  to  be  used  for  storage;  the  first-story  rooms  are  used 
for  administrative  offices  and  archival  research.  The  ladies'  lunchroom  now  functions  as  an  office 
space.  (All  staff  members,  men  and  women,  eat  lunch  in  the  house  kitchen.)  In  the  second  story, 
the  south  room  continues  to  be  used  for  archival  photograph  storage;  the  north  room  serves  as  a 
research  area  for  site  staff. 

No  significant  use  changes  are  contemplated  for  this  structure. 

Architectural  History 

Date  of  Construction 

The  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  was  built  in  1890.  A  building  permit  for  this 
structure,  dated  October  10,  1889,  is  on  file  at  the  Town  of  Brookline  Building  Department.  This 
permit,  issued  to  Frederick  Law  Olmstead  [sic],  was  for  an  "addition  to  house"  to  be  "one  story" 
with  a  "stone"  foundation  and  of  "wood"  construction.  The  building  was  to  be  used  for  a  "Room 
for  Drafting  Purposes."5  A  group  of  trace  studies  for  the  Clerical  Department,  dated  August  10-22, 
1889,  are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS  (figs.  32-40).  To  date,  no 
construction  drawings  for  this  building  have  been  found.  Additional  documentation  for  the 
construction  date  of  the  Clerical  Department  includes  a  photograph  of  the  structure  as  it  was  being 
built  (fig.  41)  and  a  letter  to  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  from  his  mother,  Mary  Cleveland 
Olmsted,  dated  August  2,  1890,  describing  the  construction.   The  letter  reads  as  follows: 

The  hammering  on  the  office  building  has  been  very  annoying  through  it  all, 
but  now  they  are  gone,  it  is  quite  quiet.  The  next  thing  will  be  to  get  the 
coal  in,  but  I  think  I  can  go  away  that  week.  The  place  is  looking  very 
pretty  and  I  perpetually  see  people  escorted  about  to  admire  — .6 

Evolution  of  Design 

The  trace  drawings  for  the  1890  Clerical  Department  provide  valuable  information  about  how 
the  design  of  this  building  evolved.  Since  this  was  the  first  structure  built  in  the  office  complex,  one 
of  the  principal  issues  to  be  resolved  in  its  design  was  how  it  should  be  connected  and  placed  in 
relationship  to  the  house.  One  of  the  trace  drawings  (fig.  34)  consists  of  four  studies  for  how  the 
office  could  be  joined  to  the  house.  All  four  studies  include  a  doorway  west  of  the  North  Parlor's 
bay  window  leading  from  that  room  into  the  Clerical  Department.  Three  of  the  plans  retain  the 
shape  of  the  bay  window,  but  show  varying  portions  of  the  bay  covered  by  the  new  office  structure. 


5  See  "Offices:  Appendix  G,  Building  Permits." 

6  Letter  from  Mary  C.  Olmsted  to  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  August  2,  1890.    Manuscript  Division, 
Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.C. 
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The  fourth  trace  drawing  (fig.  33)  proposes  that  the  Clerical  Department  extend  across  the  western 
third  of  the  bay  and  join  the  north  wall  of  the  house,  covering  over  the  North  Entry.  A  note  on  this 
drawing  reads  as  follows: 

Study  for  Addition  - 

In  partial  accordance  with  M.C.O.'s  idea  22  or  23d  Aug.  1889 

Objections:  If  table  A  is  provided  for  by  moving  toilet  out  further,  in  order 
to  give  desirable  back  entrance  the  whole  will  be  as  large  almost  as  diagonal 
addition  and  obstruct  view  of  dining  room  more.  It  darkens  north  [illegible] 
entry  -  one  table  must  have  south  window  [illegible]  dining  room.  No  lobby 
provided  for  office.  [Illegible]  of  house  necessarily  much  more  damaged  so 
that  addition  could  not  be  as  easily  removed.  Roof  would  come  close  to  N. 
&  N.W.  chambers.7 

The  objections  raised  in  this  note  were  resolved  by  building  the  Front  Entry,  a  low,  narrow 
connector/lobby  that  allowed  the  Clerical  Department  to  be  built  some  distance  away  from  the  house. 
The  Front  Entry's  final  design  as  originally  constructed  is  shown  in  figure  42,  an  1890  trace  study 
for  the  proposed  addition  of  a  North  Drafting  Wing.  It  was  a  one-story  structure  measuring  8  feet 
1  inch  by  9  feet  and  abutting  the  west  side  of  the  North  Parlor's  bay  window. 

The  trace  study  drawings  also  reveal  that  the  Clerical  Department  was  first  designed  as  a 
rustic,  flat-roofed  structure  (figs.  38-40).  Of  particular  note  in  figure  39  is  the  unique  sheathing 
system  proposed  for  the  exterior  walls.  A  single  piece  of  wood,  either  a  4  by  4  or  a  4  by  6,  was 
to  be  nailed  to  the  outside  of  the  building's  framing  members.  The  inside  surface  of  the  board  was 
to  be  beaded  with  beads  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  the  outer  surface  was  to  be  tapered 
with  a  rounded  lower  edge.  The  drawing  suggests  that  from  the  outside  this  structure  would  have 
looked  like  a  log  building.  In  figure  40,  the  wall  sheathing  has  been  changed  to  the  way  it  was 
constructed.  However,  figure  40  also  proposed  a  fireplace  on  the  west  wall,  which  was  never  built. 

There  are  also  several  trace  studies  for  the  floor  plan  of  the  Clerical  Department  (figs.  32-33 
and  35-36).  Figure  32  appears  to  be  the  earliest  floor  plan,  showing  the  fireplace  along  the  west  wall 
and  a  toilet  and  washroom  in  the  southwest  corner.  In  figure  36,  the  fireplace,  toilet,  and  washroom 
have  been  removed,  and  the  interior  chimney  (which  was  built)  has  been  added.  A  blueprint  room 
was  located  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  plan. 

The  as-built  floor  plan  of  the  Clerical  Department  is  depicted  in  figure  42,  a  circa- 1890  trace 
study  for  the  proposed  addition  of  a  drafting  wing.  The  interior  chimney  is  shown,  as  are  the  coat 
closet  and  toilet  in  the  northwest  corner.  A  1900  floor  plan  for  the  Clerical  Department  (fig.  47) 
shows  the  same  room  layout,  indicating  that  this  is  the  way  it  was  actually  built.  A  faint  outline  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  1900  floor  plan  confirms  that  the  typewriter  room  shown  in  the  1890  trace 
study  was  indeed  built. 


7  The  drawing  is  torn.    The  words  left  blank  were  in  part  of  the  drawing  that  is  missing.    Drawing  is  in 
the  archives  of  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS. 
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Description  As  Originally  Built 

Exterior  Elements 

Foundation 

The  foundation  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department  was  constructed  with  random-cut 
puddingstone.  Puddingstone  is  the  type  of  stone  that  forms  the  rock  outcroppings  of  the  Hollow,  and 
its  use  for  the  foundation  of  the  Clerical  Department  is  consistent  with  Olmsted's  theory  of  blending 
architecture  with  the  landscape.  The  foundation  was  approximately  1  foot  6  inches  thick.  The  stone 
was  laid  with  a  light  brown  mortar.  On  both  the  interior  and  exposed  exterior  walls,  the  large  joints 
between  the  stones  were  filled  to  create  a  uniform  surface.  These  mortar  joints  were  tooled  to  look 
like  random-sized  rectangular  cut  stone.  The  interior  walls  are  presently  whitewashed.  The  absence 
of  whitewash  on  the  1925  foundation  walls  indicates  it  was  applied  before  that  date. 

Walls 

As  originally  built,  the  Clerical  Department  measured  18  feet  6  inches  by  35  feet.  Its  wall 
framing  consisted  of  sills  10  by  6  inches.  Pinned  to  the  sills  with  mortise  and  tenon  joints  were  the 
vertical  framing  members— corner  posts  and  secondary  posts  all  measuring  5  1/2  inches  square.  The 
secondary  posts  were  placed  4  feet  2  inches  on  center.  The  plates,  also  5  1/2  inches  square,  were 
pinned  to  the  posts  with  mortise-and-tenon  joints. 

None  of  the  exterior  walls  were  opened  for  examination  during  the  preparation  of  this  report. 
However,  it  appears  as  though  the  exterior  walls  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department  consisted  of 
several  alternating  layers  of  boards  and  paper  nailed  to  the  outer  sides  of  the  framing  members  with 
cut  nails.  This  is  based  on  the  trace  study  drawings.  Figure  40,  a  plan  of  the  wall,  shows  (reading 
from  the  inside  to  the  outside): 

7/8"  matched  and  beaded  cypress,  paper,  1-3/4"  matched  spruce  6"  wide, 
paper,  7/8"  spruce  placed  diagonally,  paper  and  clapboards. 

The  clapboard  reveal  was  3  to  3  1/8  inches.   The  clapboards  were  originally  painted  dark  red.8 

Doorways 

The  only  exterior  doorway  known  to  have  existed  in  the  1890  Clerical  Department  was  in 
the  west  wall  of  the  basement;  it  is  shown  in  a  1913  plan  (fig.  52).  It  was  accessed  by  a  bulkhead 
probably  having  stone  sides  and  double  doors  (fig.  53).  The  bulkhead  and  doorway  were  removed 
when  the  Clerical  Department  was  extended  westward  in  1925.  The  only  extant  evidence  for  this 
doorway  is  the  finished  edge  of  the  foundation  stonework  on  the  north  side  of  the  opening  that  leads 
from  the  1890  portion  to  the  1925  portion  of  the  Clerical  Department  basement.  There  may  have 
been  another  exterior  doorway  in  the  north  wall,  but  all  evidence  would  have  been  destroyed  within 
the  year  by  the  addition  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing. 


See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  P063-064. 
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The  only  interior  doorway  was  in  the  south  wall,  leading  to  the  Front  Entry  ("the  lobby"). 

Windows 

Since  the  north  and  west  walls  of  the  original  Clerical  Department  were  obliterated  by  later 
alterations,  most  of  the  information  about  the  1890  first-story  fenestration  has  been  gleaned  from 
photographs  and  drawings. 

The  foundation  of  the  1 890  Clerical  Department  had  windows  only  in  its  west  wall— two  at 
the  north  end.  Their  frames  are  still  in  place  in  the  basement.  The  size  of  the  window  openings  is 
the  same  as  those  in  the  basement  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  It  is  therefore  assumed  that  the 
Clerical  Department's  openings  each  held  a  two-light  awning  (top-hinged)  sash. 

On  the  first  story,  the  west  elevation  had  six  clerestory  windows  with  single,  four-light 
awning  sashes  that  opened  out  (fig.  43).  Five  of  the  clerestory  windows  had  a  window  below  them 
with  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes,  for  a  total  of  five.  The  northernmost  clerestory  window  did 
not  have  a  double-hung  window  below  it;  this  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  interior  bookshelves  existed 
under  this  window  (fig.  47).   The  north  end  of  the  wall  had  no  windows  in  it  (figs.  42-43). 

The  four  southernmost  of  the  double-hung  windows  in  the  west  wall  had  latticework 
screening  their  lower  three  quarters  (see  figure  45).  The  purpose  of  this  screening  is  unknown;  it 
may  have  been  merely  a  shield  from  the  hot  west  afternoon  sun.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any 
sort  of  printing  function,  since  in  this  same  photograph,  the  printing-rack  tracks  are  shown  running 
out  of  the  basement  windows  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing. 

The  north  elevation  had  a  pair  of  windows  (figs.  42-43  and  45).  On  the  east  elevation,  there 
appear  to  have  been  six  windows  with  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes  in  1890.  The  circa- 1890 
as-built  plan  (fig.  42)  shows  only  four— a  group  of  three  and  a  single.  However,  the  1900  plan  (fig. 
47)  shows  six— the  same  group  of  three,  and  another  group  of  three  incorporating  the  single  window. 
Given  the  need  for  natural  light,  six  seems  most  likely.  Since  most  of  this  wall  is  still  intact, 
physical  evidence  was  used  to  verify  the  accuracy  of  the  plan.  Examination  of  the  existing  windows 
indicates  that  four  of  them  retain  their  original  sashes.  Counting  from  south  to  north,  on  the  1900 
plan  they  are  windows  one,  two,  four,  and  five.  (On  the  1982  HABS  drawings— done  after  a 
seventh  window  was  created  in  the  middle  of  the  wall— they  are  windows  one,  two,  five  and  six.) 
These  windows  can  be  identified  by  their  muntin  profiles  and  hardware.  The  identifiable  1890 
window  hardware  consists  of  brass,  spring-type  casing  locks  marked  "Farquhar's  [possibly 
Farguhar's]  Patent,  March  25,  1884."  The  meeting-rail  locks  have  rectangular  bases,  half-round 
catches,  and  round-handled  latches.  This  type  of  lock  is  found  on  several  other  windows  that  are 
later,  indicating  that  the  locks  from  the  original  west- wall  windows  were  reused.  For  purposes  of 
identifying  1890  windows,  both  the  casing  and  meeting-rail  locks  must  be  present.  The  sash-cord 
plates  on  the  original  windows  are  4  inches  long  and  have  rounded  ends. 

There  are  no  early  photographs  of  the  south  elevation  of  the  Clerical  Department.  The 
October  5,  1900,  plan  shows  no  windows  in  this  wall;  it  is  assumed  to  be  correct,  since  more  than 
half  of  the  south  wall  was  covered  over  by  the  Front  Entry. 
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Roof 

More  than  half  of  the  framing  for  the  hipped  roof  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department  (fig.  44) 
was  destroyed  when  its  second  story  was  added  in  1925.  Evidence  remaining  in  the  crawl  space  on 
the  east  side  of  the  second  story,  and  the  similarity  of  these  roof  framing  members  to  those  of  the 
North  Drafting  Wing,  indicate  it  was  framed  as  follows:  the  major  framing  members  consisted  of 
three  king-post  trusses  placed  8  feet  4  inches  on  center.  Truss  members  were  all  5  1/2  inches 
square,  as  were  the  secondary  rafters  located  equidistant  between  the  trusses.  Horizontal  truss 
members  were  pinned  to  the  plates  with  mortise-and-tenon  joints.  The  angled  members  were  cut  at 
roughly  a  90/30-degree  angle  and  pinned  to  the  plates.  The  secondary  rafters  rest  on  the  plates  with 
a  bird's-mouth  cut.  At  their  apex,  all  the  rafters  were  cut  at  a  90/45-degree  angle  and  pinned  to  the 
ridgepole.   The  ridgepole  is  5  1/2  inches  square. 

The  1890  framing  for  the  north  end  of  the  roof  was  completely  destroyed  when  the  second 
story  was  added  in  1925.  Figures  43  and  45  show  this  end  of  the  roof  as  gabled,  with  a  step  down 
to  a  hipped  roof. 

The  original  roof  sheathing  was  probably  similar  to  that  used  for  the  exterior  walls.  As 
stated  previously,  this  was  as  follows  (moving  from  the  inside  to  the  outside): 

7/8"  matched  and  beaded  cypress,  paper,  1-3/4"  matched  spruce  6"  wide, 
paper,  7/8"  spruce  placed  diagonally,  paper  and  clapboards.  The  reveal  of 
the  clapboards  is  3  "-3  1/8". 

However,  the  outermost  layer  of  the  roof  would  have  been  wood  shingles,  rather  than  clapboards. 

Chimneys  and  Vent  Stacks 

The  chimney  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department  was  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
roof's  ridge.  Most  of  it  was  taken  down  in  1925.  The  only  accessible  extant  portion  of  this  chimney 
is  in  the  basement.  The  base  of  the  chimney  measures  1  foot  3  inches  by  2  feet  10  inches.  There 
are  two  flue  clean-outs  located  on  its  south  side.  They  measure  1  foot  3  inches  by  1  foot  1  inch;  the 
doors  are  marked  J.  Huse  &  Son,  Boston.  There  are  circular  flue  openings  in  the  north  and  west 
walls,  both  leading  into  the  west  flue.  These  openings  suggest  that  this  chimney  served  boilers  in 
both  the  Clerical  Department  and  Planting  Department  basements. 

Evidence  about  the  portion  of  this  chimney  exposed  above  the  roof  line  is  found  only  in 
photographs  (e.g.,  fig.  46).  It  was  a  rectangular  chimney,  probably  not  varying  much  in  dimension 
from  its  base.  At  its  top  were  two  courses  of  projecting  brick,  above  which  the  chimney  stepped 
inward. 

Located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  this  roof  was  the  vent  pipe  for  the  toilet  room  below. 
It  appeared  to  be  a  3 -inch  circular  pipe  (see  figure  43). 
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Gutters  and  Downspouts 

The  early  architectural  drawings  (e.g.,  figs.  37,  38-40)  show  that  wooden  gutters  were 
planned  for  what  appear  to  be  the  east  and  west  elevations.  Figure  46  shows  a  wooden  gutter  along 
the  west  elevation.  The  locations  of  the  other  Clerical  Department  gutters  and  downspouts  are 
unknown.    The  original  gutters  on  the  Clerical  Department  were  hung  with  metal  straps. 

Interior  Elements 

Plan 

The  plan  of  the  basement  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department  consisted  of  one  large  room.  A 
rock  outcropping  extended  along  the  west  wall  of  the  room.  Access  to  the  basement  was  possible 
from  the  house  cellar,  and  from  an  exterior  doorway  located  in  the  west  foundation  wall. 

The  plan  of  the  first  story  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department  (seen  in  figure  42)  appears  to 
have  consisted  of  one  large  drafting  room,  with  a  typewriter  room  in  the  southeast  corner,  and  a  coat 
closet  and  toilet  room  in  the  northwest  corner.  Examination  of  the  1890  roof  framing  and  sheathing, 
visible  in  the  second-story  crawl  space,  reveals  that  the  walls  of  the  typewriter  room  did  not  extend 
up  to  the  ceiling  of  the  room.  There  are  no  nail  holes  or  framing  fragments  that  would  indicate  that 
there  had  been  a  wall  at  this  height.  It  is  presumed  that  the  walls  of  the  toilet  room  extended  up  to 
the  ceiling;  however,  all  of  the  physical  evidence  that  could  confirm  this  presumption  was  destroyed 
in  1925.  The  chimney  was  located  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  toilet  room.  Access  to  the  Clerical 
Department  was  from  the  Front  Entry  and,  after  1891,  from  the  North  Drafting  Wing. 

Floors 

The  first-floor  framing  for  the  1890  Clerical  Department  was  composed  of  three  beams  6  by 
10  inches,  running  east- west  and  placed  8  feet  4  inches  on  center.  The  floor  framing  around  the 
chimney  also  consisted  of  6-  by  10-inch  beams.  The  floor  joists  measured  2  by  10  inches,  running 
north-south  and  placed  2  feet  1  inch  on  center.  They  were  set  into  the  sills  with  cog-butt  joints.  The 
subflooring  was  tongue-and-groove  pine  boards  measuring  6  to  6  1/2  inches  wide. 

The  finish  floorboards  in  the  1890  Clerical  Department  were  fir  and  3  1/4  inches  wide.  This 
floor  is  today  exposed  in  the  hall.  The  original  finish  on  this  floor  is  unknown,  but  it  was  probably 
an  oil  finish,  as  was  used  elsewhere  in  the  house  and  offices. 

Walls  and  Ceilings 

The  covering  of  the  interior  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  1890  Clerical  Department  was  matched 
cypress  sheathing  beaded  to  resemble  a  washboard.  (As  explained  in  a  previous  section,  "Exterior 
Elements,  Walls,"  this  material  was  the  innermost  layer  of  several  layers  of  boards  and  paper  nailed 
to  the  outer  sides  of  the  framing  members.)  This  sheathing  remains  today.  It  consists  of  individual 
sections  3  3/4  inches  wide  and  three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  which  fit  together  with  tongue-and- 
groove  joints  (see  figure  39).  The  face  of  each  section  is  cut  with  five  three-quarter-inch  beads  that 
create  the  "washboard"  appearance. 
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Doorways 

All  of  the  original  interior  doorways  were  removed  when  the  walls  in  which  they  hung  were 
demolished.  It  is  presumed  that  the  original  doorway  openings  were  trimmed  similarly  to  the 
windows,  i.e.,  with  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing,  as  was  done  in  the  first  story  of  the  North 
Drafting  Wing.  A  possible  original  door  is  the  door  that  led  into  the  Front  Entry,  which  is  presently 
stored  in  the  shed.  Like  the  east  Front  Entry  door,  this  door  has  two  molded  recessed  panels  below 
the  center  rail  and  two  glazed  panels  above.  The  lower  of  these  panels  is  presently  filled  with 
cypress  "washboard"  sheathing,  but  originally  it  appears  to  have  been  glazed.  This  door  was  hung 
to  swing  on  iron  pintles  mounted  in  the  threshold  and  top  of  the  doorway  casing.  This  hardware  is 
located  on  the  east  side  of  the  door.  The  door  also  has  wooden  push  plates.  Since  this  door  was 
moved  to  its  present  location  in  1925,  it  cannot  be  positively  stated  that  it  is  a  1890  Clerical 
Department  door,  even  though  the  panel  moldings  and  its  design  suggest  this  origin. 

None  of  the  original  door  hardware  remains  in  the  Clerical  Department. 

Windows 

Cypress  "washboard"  sheathing  was  used  for  the  interior  window  trim.  The  top  and  side 
pieces  of  the  trim  were  six  beads  wide;  the  apron  piece  was  four  beads  wide.  The  window  sills, 
which  were  not  beaded,  were  1  1/8  inches  thick  with  a  rounded  edge. 

The  only  1890  hardware  remaining  in  the  Clerical  Department  is  on  the  windows.  This 
hardware  consists  of  two  locks  (meeting-rail  locks  and  casement  locks)  and  sash-cord  plates.  The 
meeting-rail  locks  are  iron.  They  have  a  quarter-round  catch  mounted  on  a  rectangular  base.  The 
latch,  which  also  has  a  rectangular  base,  consists  of  a  curved  pivot  handle  with  a  round  end.  The 
pivot  cover  is  L-shaped  with  rounded  edges.  The  casement  locks  are  marked  "Farquhar's  Patent, 
March  25,  1884."  They  are  brass  spring-type  locks  that  are  mounted  recessed  into  the  casing.  The 
spring  portion  of  the  lock  prevents  the  window  from  being  opened,  except  when  it  is  depressed.  The 
1890  sash-cord  plates  are  rectangular  with  rounded  ends;  they  measure  1  by  4  inches. 

Finishes 

All  interior  woodwork,  including  wall  sheathing,  doorway  and  window  trim,  and  window 
sashes,  was  originally  shellacked. 

Utility  Systems 

Information  about  the  utility  systems  in  the  1890  Clerical  Department  is  limited.  A  letter 
from  Mary  C.  Olmsted  to  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  dated  August  2,  1891— written  while  the 
North  Drafting  Wing  was  under  construction— says  "they  are  going  to  add  several  sections  to  the 
boiler  for  heating  the  offices  and  will  be  obliged  to  blast."  This  quote  suggests  that  the  original 
intent  was  to  heat  the  offices  off  the  house  boiler.  However,  it  does  not  appear  that  this  was  ever 
done,  perhaps  because  it  required  blasting.  Rather,  it  appears  that  a  boiler  was  installed  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  Clerical  Department  basement.  (A  boiler  is  shown  in  this  location  in  a  1914 
basement  plan.)   Coal  bins  located  in  this  basement  confirm  that  it  was  a  coal-fired  boiler.    It  was 
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used  to  heat  the  Clerical  Department  and  the  one-story  North  Drafting  Wing.  The  only  extant 
physical  evidence  for  the  boiler  is  the  circular  flue  opening  in  the  north  wall  of  the  basement 
chimney.  The  large  wall-mounted  radiators  in  the  offices  along  the  east  wall  of  the  Clerical 
Department,  and  in  the  basement  and  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  appear  to  have  been 
installed  with  this  boiler. 

The  Clerical  Department,  like  the  North  Parlor,  was  probably  originally  lighted  with  gas. 
All  of  the  physical  evidence  for  the  gas  lighting,  with  the  exception  of  one  gas  fixture  located  in  the 
basement,  has  been  destroyed  by  later  alterations.  By  1896,  the  gas  lights  appear  to  have  been 
supplemented  with,  or  replaced  by,  electric  lights.  A  November  17,  1896,  entry  in  the  firm's 
account  book  for  "Godfrey  Electric  Construction  Co.,  Installing  12  Adjustable  Fixtures  $42.50" 
indicates  that  electric  lights  were  probably  installed  in  the  drafting  areas  of  the  Clerical  Department 
at  this  time.  (The  north  end  of  the  Clerical  Department  was  used  for  drafting.)  Visible  in  the  crawl 
space  in  the  second  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  is  the  east  side  of  the  1890  ceiling.  Located 
at  the  north  end  of  this  ceiling  are  the  wooden  blocks  on  which  lamp  bases  were  mounted.  The 
wooden  blocks  are  5  3/4  inches  square.  Mounted  on  these  blocks  presently  are  the  tripod-type  black 
iron  bases  used  with  the  adjustable  drafting  lamps  presently  hanging  in  the  second  story  of  the  North 
Drafting  Wing.  The  lamps  themselves  have  been  removed,  but  it  is  assumed  that  they  are  the  same 
as  those  in  the  North  Drafting  Wing  that  are  marked  "O.C.  White  Co.,  Sept.  17,  05,  Worcester, 
MA."  Remnants  of  the  knob-and-rube  wiring  that  was  used  with  these  lamps  are  still  in  place.  The 
porcelain  knobs  are  rectangular  in  shape  and  marked  "Duggan  -  Pat.  Nov.  11,  1893."  They  were 
painted  brown  to  blend  with  the  woodwork. 

Entries  in  the  firm's  account  book  for  1892  indicate  that  a  bell  system  had  been  installed  in 
the  offices  by  this  time. 

July  9,  1892  - 

Holtzer-Cabot  Electric  Co. 
Installation  of  two  bells   $12.75 

Sept.  15,  1892  - 

Holtzer-Cabot  Co. 

Electric  Bell  System  received  $27.55 

This  bell  system  consisted  of  a  series  of  buzzers.  Each  person  was  assigned  a  number  of  buzzes. 
Two  bell  transformers  are  located  in  the  basement  of  the  Clerical  Department.  It  is  not  known  when 
they  were  installed,  although  it  may  have  been  as  early  as  1892. 
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Additions/ Alterations 

Changes  Before  1910 

As  one  of  the  first  buildings  erected  in  the  office  complex,  the  Clerical  Department  has 
undergone  numerous  alterations.  The  first  change  occurred  when  the  one-story  North  Drafting  Wing 
was  built  in  1891;  an  interior  doorway  was  created  in  the  north  wall  of  the  Clerical  Department, 
leading  to  the  North  Drafting  Wing  (fig.  42). 

The  next  alterations  were  made  in  1900,  concurrent  with  the  construction  of  the  two-story 
Planting  Department.  The  new  office  building  nearly  doubled  the  firm's  drafting  space,  which  freed 
part  of  the  older  structure  for  clerical  use.  Thus,  the  west  side  of  the  former  drafting  room  was 
partitioned  off  for  use  as  clerical  offices.  After  these  renovations,  the  west  side  of  the  room  was 
called  the  "Clerical  Department"  (see  figures  47,  49,  and  51). 

The  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  1900  alterations  to  the  Clerical  Department  were  done 
by  Arthur  S.  Vinal,  a  Boston  architect.  The  specifications,  entitled  "Specification  for  Alterations 
in  the  Clerical  Department,  Olmsted  Brothers'  Office,  Brookline,  Mass.,"  read  as  follows: 

Old  Partition 

Remove  old  partition  saving  door,  hardware,  cypress  sheathing,  etc. 
to  be  used  in  the  new  partition  patch  up  &  replace  any  work  injured  or 
removed  by  this  change. 
New  Partition 

Build  new  partition  as  shown  on  plan  with  and  match  as  far  as 
practical  the  present  wall  of  the  toilet  room  -  partition  to  be  built  of  2  x  4 
studding,  set  flatwise  16"  on  centers  &  doubled  at  sheath  on  both  sides  with 
beaded  cypress  sheathing  to  match  present  work  -  old  sheathing  to  be  used 
on  clerical  side  of  partition. 
Doors 

Rehang  old  door  from  lobby  so  as  to  swing  as  is  directed  on  plan. 

Rehang  the  door  now  on  the  old  partition  where  indicated  on  plan 
using  same  casing,  hardware,  etc. 
Ventilators 

Construct  &  fix  in  position  two  ventilators  as  indicated  on  plan  same 
size  &  character  as  used  for  draughting  room  -  to  be  arranged  so  that  one 
half  of  the  ventilating  shall  open  on  the  draughting  side  &  the  other  half  on 
the  clerical  side  of  the  partition  -  Do  all  cutting  made  necessary  in  the  roof 
&  make  the  same  tight  at  the  completion  of  the  work. 
Plans  Clerk  Desk 

Do  all  cutting  for  new  location  of  desk.  Take  away  on  section  of 
plans  case  under  table  &  sheath  up  the  side  so  it  can  be  used  in  a  new 
location  -  door  fixed  with  hinges  &  catch  for  space  between  desk  &  plans 
case. 
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Painting  &  Staining 

Do  all  painting  &  staining  so  that  the  new  work  shall  match  as  near 
as  practical  the  existing  work.  Finally  do  all  other  cutting  &  odd  jobbing 
which  may  be  necessary  to  leave  the  work  in  a  complete  &  satisfactory 
condition  - 

Oct.  5  1900 

Build  standard  for  plans  record  case  per  detail.  Build  standard  for  letter  file 
case  partition. 

signed: 

A.S.  Vinal9 

Verifying  how  closely  Vinal 's  1900  plans  and  specifications  were  followed  for  exterior 
elements  is  difficult.  Only  the  building  of  the  roof  ventilators  can  be  confirmed,  by  a  photograph 
showing  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Clerical  Department  in  1924  (fig.  48).  The  ventilators  were 
located  at  the  roof's  ridge.  They  were  square  wood  structures  with  louvered  sides.  They  had  hipped 
roofs  covered  with  wood  shingles.   A  finial  was  located  at  the  center  of  the  hipped  roof. 

The  first-story  interior  plan  depicted  in  figure  47  seems  to  be  fairly  accurate,  judging  by  later 
plans.  It  indicates  that  the  original  coat  closet  was  made  an  anteroom  for  the  toilet  room;  it  shows 
that  the  two  original  windows  in  the  north  wall  were  covered  over  by  the  Planting  Department  and 
removed;  and  it  indicates  that  a  new  window  was  created,  in  the  west  wall  of  the  toilet  anteroom. 
Judging  by  a  diagram  for  storm-window  installation  dated  October  1910  (fig.  50),  the  new  window 
was  actually  two  windows:  a  clerestory  window  above  a  double-hung  window,  as  elsewhere  on  the 
west  wall.  The  1910  diagram  also  shows  a  skylight;  depicted  on  the  interior  plan  (fig.  47)  as  a 
dotted  line,  it  illuminated  the  toilet  room. 

In  1901,  the  Boston  Automatic  Fire  Alarm  Company  installed  a  fire-alarm  system  in  the 
offices.  Parts  of  this  system  are  still  in  place  in  the  basement.  All  of  its  components  were  removed 
in  1925  when  the  second  story  was  added. 

One  minor  alteration  was  made  to  the  Clerical  Department  in  1909,  when  the  photographic 
storage  room  (former  North  Entry)  in  the  main  house  was  remodeled  (fig.  49).  The  Clerical 
Department's  south- wall  doorway  to  the  Front  Entry  was  moved  from  the  west  end  to  the  east  end 
of  the  wall.  The  steps  associated  with  this  doorway  were  moved  from  inside  the  Front  Entry  to 
inside  the  Clerical  Department.  This  enabled  the  south  end  of  the  partition  wall  down  the  center  of 
the  Clerical  Department  to  be  straightened. 


9  Specification  written  by  Arthur  S.  Vinal  for  "alterations  in  the  Clerical  Department,  Olmsted  Brothers' 
Office,  Brookline,  Mass."    Filed  with  the  1900  drawing  at  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS. 
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Changes  in  1911-1913 

Several  alterations  were  made  to  the  north  end  of  the  Clerical  Department  in  191 1,  when  the 
second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  added.  The  northeast  corner  of  the  roof  was  raised, 
to  accommodate  the  newly  heightened  North  Drafting  Wing  (fig.  51,  upper  left).  This  alteration 
consisted  of  removing  the  northwest  hip  of  the  existing  roof  and  raising  the  roof  to  the  height  of  the 
main  roof  ridge.  This  new  roof,  made  out  of  tin,  functioned  like  a  large  flashing.  The  main  portion 
of  the  roof  was  pitched  towards  its  center.  This  valley  ran  onto  the  portion  of  the  roof  filling  the 
gap  between  the  Planting  and  Clerical  Departments.  This  part  of  the  roof  was  pitched  south;  a 
downspout  was  located  at  its  southwest  corner.  The  1900  skylight  was  retained  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  this  roof. 

The  north  end  of  the  west  wall  was  removed,  and  a  short  section  of  south  wall  with  a  window 
was  built  to  capture  the  triangular  space  between  the  Clerical  Department  and  the  Planting 
Department.  This  increased  the  size  of  the  corner  room  here.  This  room  may  have  continued  in 
use  as  an  anteroom  of  the  ladies'  toilet;  it  is  labeled  "Women"  in  figure  51.  However,  it  may  have 
been  converted  at  that  time  to  a  kitchenette,  which  it  was  by  1913  (fig.  53). 

The  east  wall  of  the  Clerical  Department  received  another  window  in  1911,  based  on  a 
comparison  of  figures  47  and  5 1 ;  it  was  centered  between  the  two  existing  groups  of  three  windows 
each.  The  1913  first-floor  plan  (fig.  53)  shows  it  to  have  been  the  same  size  and  type  of  window 
as  the  other  east-elevation  windows.  Its  sashes  were  removed  in  1925,  so  their  muntin  profile  and 
hardware  are  unknown. 

No  change  occurred  to  the  south  wall.  A  window  is  shown  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  wall 
in  figure  53  (1913),  but  this  seems  to  be  a  error.  No  such  window  is  seen  in  figure  51  (1911)  or 
figure  56  (ca.  1925),  nor  does  one  exist  today. 

Inside  the  Clerical  Department,  a  private  office  was  created  in  the  northeast  corner  (see  figure 
51).  It  is  labeled  "Mr.  Gallagher"  in  a  1913  plan  (fig.  53).  This  office  measured  8  feet  6  inches 
by  4  feet  8  inches.  The  absence  of  any  markings  on  the  ceiling  or  roof  rafters  in  the  northeast 
corner  indicates  that  the  walls  of  this  office  did  not  extend  up  the  full  height  of  the  room. 

By  1913,  the  clerical  space  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  office  was  being  called  the 
Bookkeeping  Department;  the  northwest  corner  was  being  used  as  a  ladies'  lunchroom  (fig.  53).  It 
is  not  clear  a  wall  was  built  to  separate  the  lunchroom  from  the  remainder  of  the  clerical  space. 
Figure  53,  dated  April  1913,  shows  no  wall;  figure  54,  dated  August  1913,  does  show  a  wall.  In 
that  year,  the  Clerical  Department  and  the  other  office  buildings  were  fitted  with  sprinklers.  (See 
"Offices:  Appendix  F"  for  a  description  of  the  sprinkler  system.)  That  same  year,  a  drawing  was 
done  by  the  engineering  firm  Walker  &  Pratt  (fig.  54),  calling  for  the  moving  of  some  radiators  in 
the  ladies'  lunchroom.  The  radiators  shown  in  this  drawing  are  the  standing  type,  rather  than  the 
earlier  wall-mounted  radiators.  The  standing  radiators  may  have  been  installed  in  the  Clerical 
Department  in  1911:  in  that  year,  the  same  type  of  radiators  and  a  new  boiler  were  installed  in  the 
North  Drafting  Wing  when  the  latter  received  a  second  story. 
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Addition  of  1925 

In  1925,  the  Clerical  Department  was  again  extensively  altered  (figs.  55-60).  Its  west  wall 
was  moved  6  feet  10  inches  further  west,  and  a  second  story  was  added  to  the  western  two/thirds 
of  the  widened  first  story.10  The  northern  4  feet  of  the  east  elevation  was  also  brought  forward 
approximately  2  feet,  and  the  second-story  addition  was  extended  over  it.  Moving  this  portion  of 
the  wall  out  reduced  the  setback  between  the  east  elevations  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  and  Clerical 
Department  from  4  feet  to  2  feet.  For  lack  of  a  better  name,  this  portion  of  the  1925  alterations  is 
called  the  "jog."  The  extant  fire  wall  between  the  Clerical  Department,  Planting  Department,  and 
North  Drafting  Wing  was  also  built  as  part  of  this  work.  These  1925  alterations  were  the  last 
significant  structural  changes  that  were  made  to  the  office  complex. (figs.  55-60). 

Exterior  Elements 

Foundation.  The  foundation  for  the  1925  addition  to  the  Clerical  Department,  like  the 
original  foundation,  is  built  with  random  cut  stone.  It  is  approximately  1  foot  6  inches  thick.  It  is 
laid  with  a  gray  portland  cement  mortar.  The  mortar  joints  are  wide,  filling  the  large  areas  between 
the  irregularly  shaped  stones,  and  roughly  finished. 

Walls.  The  wall  framing  for  the  1925  addition,  unlike  that  for  the  1890  portion,  is 
concealed;  it  was  not  exposed  for  inspection  during  the  preparation  of  this  report.  In  the  basement, 
the  west-wall  sill  can  be  seen  to  be  a  timber  6  inches  square.  Since  the  walls  are  only  6  1/2  inches 
thick,  it  seems  likely  that  the  main  framing  members  measured  4  by  6  inches,  and  that  the  secondary 
framing  members  measured  2  by  4  inches. 

As  with  the  framing,  the  covering  of  the  1925  exterior  walls  is  concealed,  and  little  is  known 
about  it.  The  exterior  sheathing  was  clapboards  with  5  1/2-inch-wide  corner  boards.  The  clapboards 
had  a  reveal  ranging  from  3  3/4  to  4  inches,  and  were  secured  with  wire  nails.  The  clapboards  were 
originally  painted  dark  red.11 

Fire  Wall.  The  fire  wall  was  constructed  with  the  same  red  brick  used  for  the  chimney.  It 
ran  between  the  Clerical  Department,  the  Planting  Department,  and  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  and 
therefore  changed  direction  four  times.  It  was  built  on  the  foundation  walls  between  these  buildings. 
The  finished  interior  walls  of  the  Planting  Department  and  North  Drafting  Wing  were  left  in  place 
when  the  fire  wall  was  built,  concealing  the  fire  wall  in  these  buildings.  In  the  Clerical  Department, 
it  was  exposed  on  the  first  and  second  stories.  The  fire  wall  extends  above  the  roofs  of  the  office 
buildings  roughly  1  foot  6  inches.   It  was  originally  covered  with  a  zinc  capping. 

Windows.  For  some  reason,  the  circa- 1925  drawings  are  very  incorrect  in  their  depiction 
of  windows  dating  to  that  time.  Fortunately,  most  of  these  exist  today  and  are  available  for 
examination.     In  the  first  story  (fig.  56),  all  of  the  west-elevation  windows  of  the  Clerical 


10  The  building  permit  for  this  work  was  issued  October  2,  1925.  See  "Offices:  Appendix  G,  Building 
Permits." 


11  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  P083-084  and  P090. 
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Department  were  replaced  with  the  six  windows  that  exist  today.  (The  southernmost  window  is  not 
shown  in  figures  56  or  60.  However,  because  it  is  the  same  type  of  window  as  the  others  installed 
in  1925,  and  has  the  same  hardware,  it  is  presumed  to  date  to  this  time.)  The  northern  two  windows 
and  the  southernmost  had  one-over-one,  double-hung  sashes.  The  other  three  had  two-over-two, 
double-hung  sashes. 

The  fenestration  of  the  first-story  east  wall  also  appears  to  have  been  changed  in  1925.  These 
changes  were  probably  made  to  accommodate  the  new  room  division  in  the  first-floor  plan.  The 
width  of  the  third  window,  counting  from  south  to  north,  was  reduced  in  size  by  nearly  half  to 
accommodate  the  wall  between  the  southeast  and  the  south-center  office.  The  seventh  window  was 
also  similarly  reduced  in  size  to  accommodate  the  wall  between  the  north-center  office  and  the 
northeast  office.  An  eighth  window  with  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes  was  added  at  the  north 
end  of  this  wall,  in  the  jog. 

On  the  second  story,  the  east  elevation  had  six  half-length  windows,  including  one  in  the  jog. 
(Figures  57  and  59  shows  seven  windows,  including  a  full-length  one  in  the  jog,  but  this  appears  to 
be  another  error;  see  figures  19  and  61.)  The  windows  were  more  or  less  evenly  spaced,  and  had 
two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes.  The  south  wall  had  two  windows,  located  at  the  east  end  (figs. 
19,  61);  these  do  not  appear  in  figure  57  at  all.  The  west  elevation  had  four  full-length  windows 
grouped  into  two  pairs.  The  south  pair  had  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes;  the  north  pair  had 
one-over-one,  double-hung  sashes. 

The  sides  of  the  second-story  windows  are  trimmed  with  unmolded  boards  4  5/8  inches  wide. 
The  top  of  the  windows  is  finished  with  a  fascia  board  9  1/4  inches  wide.  The  window  sills  are  1 
3/4  inches  thick  and  pitched  at  an  angle  of  roughly  20  degrees.  They  form  a  continuous  band  around 
the  building. 

Cornice.  The  cornice  of  the  second  story  of  the  Clerical  Department,  by  Olmsted  Brothers 
office  standards,  is  quite  complex.  It  consists  of  a  9  1/4-inch  fascia  board.  (This  fascia  board 
narrows  along  the  south  side  of  the  building  to  reflect  the  pitch  of  the  flat  roof.)  Above  the  fascia 
board  are  two  additional  unmolded  projecting  bands  measuring  five-eights  of  an  inch  wide,  a  cavetto, 
a  bead,  and  a  cyma  recta.  The  copper  edging  strip  of  the  tar-and-gravel  roof  hangs  over  the  top  of 
the  cyma  recta.  All  of  the  exterior  wood  trim  on  the  Clerical  Department  addition  was  originally 
painted  dark  green.12 

Roof.  The  framing  and  much  of  the  roof  sheathing  are  today  concealed,  and  little  is  known 
about  them.    The  roof  covering  was  tar  and  gravel. 

With  the  building  of  the  second  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  and  the  fire  wall,  the  portion 
of  the  roof  at  the  intersection  of  the  Clerical  Department,  Planting  Department,  and  North  Drafting 
Wing  was  raised.  The  skylight  over  the  North  Drafting  Wing  stairway  was  also  raised  as  part  of 
the  work.  This  new  roof  was  covered  with  sheets  of  copper  and  functioned  like  a  large  flashing. 
During  the  summer  of  1982,  when  the  copper  roof  was  replaced,  several  of  its  sheathing  boards  were 


12  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  no.  FRLA  02  P085-086  and  P095-096. 
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removed,  revealing  the  earlier  and  lower  roof.   The  tin  that  originally  covered  this  roof  was  peeled 
back  when  the  fire  wall  was  built. 

Other  physical  evidence  for  documenting  this  work  includes  the  change  in  interior  sheathing 
material  in  the  North  Drafting  Wing  stairwell.  The  material  used  originally  in  the  stairwell  was 
cypress  "washboard"  sheathing.  The  material  used  when  the  roof  was  raised  is  matched  beaded 
boards  5  inches  wide,  like  those  used  on  the  second  story  of  the  Clerical  Department.  A  second 
skylight  was  also  installed  on  the  south  side  of  the  fire  wall,  in  the  Clerical  Department's  flat  tar-and- 
gravel  roof,  above  the  first-story  toilet. 

Chimney.  The  chimney  in  the  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  was  dismantled  from 
the  first  story  up,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  creation  of  a  hallway  in  this  location.  Only  the  base 
of  the  chimney  remains  in  the  basement,  its  flues  filled  with  brick  and  mortar  rubble.  Also  removed 
with  the  building  of  this  addition  were  the  two  ventilators  that  had  been  located  at  the  ends  of  the 
ridge  of  the  one-story  Clerical  Department  roof. 

To  replace  the  1890  chimney,  a  new  chimney  was  built  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
Clerical  Department,  at  its  juncture  with  the  Planting  Department.  This  chimney  is  constructed  with 
red  brick  and  measures  2  feet  1/2  inches  by  2  feet  10  inches.  The  bricks  are  laid  with  a  tan  mortar. 
The  mortar  joints  are  approximately  half  an  inch  wide  and  slightly  recessed  from  the  brick's  surface. 
This  chimney  is  located  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  fire  wall,  which  was  also  built  in  1925. 

Gutters  and  Downspouts.  Since  the  flat  roof  on  the  Clerical  Department  pitches  from  east 
to  west,  only  the  west  side  of  this  roof  has  a  gutter.  It  is  a  5-inch  wood  gutter  nailed  directly  to  the 
fascia  board.  The  profile  of  the  gutter  matches  the  cyma  recta  molding  of  the  cornice.  The  gutter 
is  hung  with  virtually  no  pitch.  It  empties  into  three  downspouts,  located  at  the  ends  and  center  of 
the  gutter.  The  north  and  south  downspouts  run  into  catch  basins;  the  center  downspout  runs  into 
a  wooden  trough  that  empties  into  the  rear  inner  courtyard. 

The  portion  of  the  tar-and-gravel  roof  covering  the  northeast  jog  also  has  a  gutter  on  its  east 
side.  This  gutter  joins  the  gutter  on  the  east  elevation  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  and  runs  into  its 
south  downspout. 

Interior  Elements 

Plan  -  Basement.  The  1925  work  included,  in  addition  to  the  extensive  exterior  alterations 
already  described,  some  interior  remodeling.  Only  minimal  changes  were  made  in  the  basement. 
The  opening  in  the  original  west  basement  wall  was  enlarged  to  7  feet  2  inches.  Figure  55,  a  1925 
drawing  of  the  basement,  shows  its  basic  plan,  but  as  built  it  varies  in  several  respects  from  this 
drawing.  First,  in  the  south  wall,  the  passage  leading  from  the  Clerical  Department  basement  to  the 
house  cellar  was  not  blocked  up.  Second,  the  opening  in  the  1890  west  foundation  wall  is  smaller 
than  shown  on  this  drawing.  The  south  end  was  not  removed,  probably  because  of  the  ledge  located 
in  this  area.  Third,  the  openings  in  the  west  wall  are  different  from  those  shown  on  the  plan.  There 
are  no  basement  windows  in  this  wall.  The  doorway  is  located  in  approximately  the  center  of  the 
wall,  rather  than  at  the  north  end.  The  steps  leading  down  to  this  doorway  run  from  north  to  south, 
rather  than  south  to  north.  The  floor  in  the  1925  portion  of  the  basement  is  covered  with  concrete. 
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The  Clerical  Department  areaway  is  constructed  with  the  same  stone  and  mortar  as  the  1925 
foundation  walls.  The  areaway  walls  are  5  feet  4  inches  high  and  1  foot  6  inches  thick.  Five 
concrete  steps  run  down  to  the  basement  doorway.  A  drain  is  located  in  the  concrete  slab  at  the  foot 
of  the  steps. 

Plan  -  First  Story.  On  the  first  story,  the  room  plan  was  completely  changed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  additional  space  gained  by  moving  the  west  exterior  wall  approximately  6  to  10  feet 
further  west.  All  of  the  existing  partition  walls  were  removed,  including  those  of  the  office  for  "Mr. 
Gallagher,"  and  new  room  partitions  were  built  (see  figure  56).  A  hall  was  built  down  the  middle 
of  the  story.  The  southern  two-thirds  of  the  hall  ran  straight;  the  northern  third  was  angled  to 
accommodate  the  existing  doorway  into  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  The  latter  doorway  would  have 
been  difficult  to  move,  because  such  action  would  have  interfered  with  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
stairway.  However,  angling  the  hall  also  presented  problems:  the  1890  toilet  room  here  had  to  be 
reconfigured,  and  the  1890  chimney  had  to  be  dismantled.  The  fire  wall  built  along  the  north  end 
of  the  structure  is  also  shown  in  figure  56. 

The  doorway  at  the  south  end  of  the  new  hall,  leading  into  the  Front  Entry,  was  moved 
roughly  3  feet  west,  back  to  its  original  location.  A  landing  was  built  in  front  of  this  doorway,  up 
three  steps  from  the  hall  floor.  This  landing  provided  access  to  the  stairway  leading  to  the  second 
story,  which  is  located  along  the  south  wall  of  the  Clerical  Department,  as  well  as  access  to  the  Front 
Entry. 

Rooms  were  constructed  on  either  side  of  the  new  hall.  A  comparison  of  figure  53  (1913) 
with  figure  56  (1925)  indicates  that  the  Bookkeeping  Department  and  a  lunchroom  continued  to  be 
located  along  the  west  side  of  the  hall,  along  with  the  reconfigured  toilet  room.  Four  small  new 
offices  were  created  along  the  east  side.  Their  uses  are  not  specified.  They  were  probably  used  for 
other  clerical  functions,  or  as  private  offices  for  members  of  the  firm. 

In  the  lunchroom,  cupboards  were  built  along  the  north  wall.  They  consisted  of  an  upper 
and  lower  cupboard,  with  a  counter  between  them.  A  stove  was  located  along  the  west  wall,  in  front 
of  the  chimney.    A  closet  for  coats  was  built  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  room. 

Actual  construction  deviated  in  some  respects  from  what  was  proposed  in  figure  56.  First, 
the  doorway  in  the  wall  between  the  lunchroom  and  Bookkeeping  Department  was  never  built.  Two 
"x's"  have  been  drawn  through  this  doorway  on  the  plan,  indicating  that  it  was  omitted  during 
construction.  Second,  the  doorway  leading  from  the  hall  into  the  lunchroom  received  a  sliding  door, 
rather  than  a  hinged  door.  Third,  the  north  center  office  on  the  east  side  of  the  hall  had  its  doorway 
placed  in  its  angled  wall,  rather  than  in  its  west  wall. 

Plan  -  Second  Stcrv.  All  of  the  second-floor  plan  dates  to  1925  (fig.  57).  It  consists  of  two 
rooms  and  a  storage  closet  in  the  northeast-corner  jog.  Access  to  the  second  story  was  possible  from 
the  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  by  a  stairway  along  the  south  wall.  Access  was  also 
possible  from  the  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  through  a  metal  fire  door  located  in  the 
north  (fire)  wall. 
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Again,  some  changes  were  made  to  the  1925  plan  during  construction.  The  west  end  of  the 
south  wall  was  not  angled  to  match  the  first-story  wall  below  it,  but  rather  ran  straight.  This  allowed 
the  stairway  along  this  wall  to  be  built  as  a  straight  run.  Both  changes  are  penciled  in  on  figure  57. 
The  stairway,  which  remains  today,  is  enclosed  and  consists  of  10  steps.  The  treads  are  9  inches 
wide,  2  feet  10  1/2  inches  long,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  and  have  a  rounded  edge.  The  risers 
are  7  inches  high.   The  junction  of  the  tread  and  riser  is  trimmed  with  a  simple  cavetto  molding. 

The  plan  of  the  south  stairway  in  figure  57  is  interesting:  it  shows  that  the  east  end  of  the 
north  wall  of  the  stairwell  was  originally  built  2  feet  farther  north  than  the  rest  of  the  wall,  to  avoid 
intersecting  the  window  in  the  east  wall  of  the  stairwell.  This  portion  of  wall  has  since  been  rebuilt 
2  feet  farther  south,  so  that  the  entire  north  stairwell  wall  is  now  straight.  Evidence  of  the  wall's 
earlier  configuration  includes  patched  floorboards  in  the  photograph  archives  room  on  the  second 
story,  patched  beaded  matched  sheathing  boards  at  the  east  end  of  the  north  wall,  and  a  cut  in  the 
cornice  molding  at  the  point  where  the  wall  was  moved. 

In  addition  to  the  straightening  of  the  south  wall,  there  was  a  second  deviation  from  the  plan 
during  construction.  This  involved  the  location  of  the  west  wall  of  the  northeast  storage  closet.  As 
originally  drawn,  it  was  to  run  angled  from  the  north  end  of  the  east  wall.  (This  was  before  the  fire 
wall  was  added.)  When  the  fire  wall  was  added  (being  shown  in  pencil  on  the  drawing),  this  wall 
was  moved  back  roughly  3  feet  6  inches. 

The  south  second-story  room  was  used  for  photograph  storage.  Photograph  files  were  located 
along  the  north  and  south  walls  and  in  the  center  of  the  room.  Drawers  used  to  store  the  glass 
negatives  were  built  into  the  crawl  space  along  the  east  side  of  the  room. 

The  north  room  was  used  for  drafting.  Figure  57  shows  a  drafting  table  in  the  center  of  the 
room  and  bookshelves  along  the  south  and  northwest  walls.  The  northwest  bookshelves  are  built  in, 
directly  abutting  the  fire  wall.  The  south- wall  bookshelves  were  either  freestanding  or  never  built, 
since  there  are  no  marks  on  this  wall  as  would  have  been  required  for  their  mounting.  A  cabinet 
with  sliding  glass  doors  was  also  built  into  the  crawl  space  along  the  west  wall.  This  cabinet,  like 
the  photograph  drawers,  may  have  been  added  after  1925.  However,  their  construction  and 
hardware  suggests  that  they  were  installed  in  1925  or  soon  after. 

Running  up  the  north  wall  of  the  second-story  drafting  room  is  the  shaft  for  the  skylight  in 
the  bathroom  below.   This  shaft  is  lined  with  metal  and  sheathed  with  matched  beaded  boarding. 

A  doorway  into  the  crawl  space  is  located  in  the  south  wall  of  the  jog.  It  appears  to  have 
been  added  at  the  same  time  that  the  cabinets  and  photograph  drawers  were  built  into  the  west  wall. 

Floor.  The  framing  for  the  first-story  floor  included  floor  joists  measuring  2  by  8  inches  and 
running  east/west.  Their  west  ends  rest  on  the  west- wall  sill;  their  east  ends  rest  on  a  2  by  4  nailer 
that  is  spiked  to  the  original  east-wall  sill.  The  subflooring,  of  5  1/2-inch  tongue-and-groove  boards, 
is  laid  diagonally.    The  finish  floor  is  tongue-and-groove  fir  boards  measuring  1  by  4  inches. 

Portions  of  the  framing  for  the  second-story  floor  can  be  seen  in  the  attic  crawl  space.  The 
floor  joists  are  boards  2  by  8  inches,  placed  1  foot  6  inches  on  center.   They  are  carried  on  the  east 
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wall  of  the  first  story  of  the  Clerical  Department,  and  probably  rest  on  the  west  plate.  The 
subflooring  appears  to  be  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing,  placed  with  the  beaded  side  to  the  floor 
joist.   The  finish  floor  is  tongue-and-groove  fir  boards  measuring  1  by  4  inches. 

Walls.  The  interior  walls  of  the  Clerical  Department  that  date  to  1925  are  finished  with 
beaded  matched-board  sheathing.  This  includes  the  first-story  interior  partition  walls,  and  most  of 
the  second-story  walls.  (Exceptions  are  the  walls  of  the  bathroom  and  second-story  storage  closet, 
which  are  finished  with  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing.)  On  the  outside  walls  and  partition  walls, 
the  beaded  matched-board  sheathing  is  oriented  vertically,  being  nailed  over  the  studs  and  furring 
stripes.  Unlike  the  1890  portion  of  the  Clerical  Department,  none  of  the  framing  of  the  1925 
addition  is  exposed.  The  matched  boarding  consists  of  boards  5  1/4  inches  wide  and  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  thick;  each  of  these  is  divided  by  a  molded  "joint"  to  resemble  two  narrower  boards  (2 
1/4  inches  wide).  Joints  feature  beveled  edges  flanking  a  quarter-inch  bead.  The  matched  boarding 
butts  a  baseboard  6  1/4  inches  high.   The  top  edge  of  the  baseboard  is  beveled. 

Ceilings.  In  the  attic  crawl  space,  the  framing  for  the  ceiling  of  the  first-story  east  offices 
is  visible.  It  consists  of  boards  2  by  6  inches  placed  1  foot  8  inches  on  center,  between  the  original 
tie  beams  of  the  first-story  roof. 

The  first-  and  second-story  ceilings  are  finished  with  beaded  matched-board  sheathing 
identical  to  that  used  on  the  walls.  This  sheathing  is  nailed  directly  to  the  floor  joists  and  the  tie 
beams.  The  joint  between  of  the  ceiling  and  the  wall  sheathing  is  covered  with  a  1-inch  quarter- 
round  molding. 

Doorways.  The  1925  doors  are  trimmed  with  plain  boards  4  1/4  inches  wide  with  rounded 
edges.  There  are  two  types  of  typical  1925  doors,  one  with  a  glazed  panel,  the  other  with  all  wood 
panels.  The  distinguishing  characteristic  of  these  doors  is  the  fine  panel  molding,  consisting  of  a 
small  cavetto  and  bead.  The  glazed  doors  were  used  for  the  first-story  offices  and  the  second-story 
northeast  closet.  The  doors  with  all  wood  panels  were  used  for  the  ladies  lunchroom,  the  toilet 
room,  and  between  the  drafting  room  and  photograph  archives  on  the  second  story.  Three  other 
doors  were  also  used  in  the  1925  addition.  They  appear  to  have  been  reused  from  other  locations 
in  the  office.  The  first  is  the  inner  toilet-room  door— a  simple  wood-paneled  door.  Its  panel 
moldings  are  unlike  those  used  elsewhere  in  the  office,  so  its  former  location  is  unknown.  The 
second  door  is  at  the  top  of  the  stairway.  It  is  a  wooden  door  with  two  glazed  panels.  It  is  the  same 
type  as  the  west  door  in  the  south  wall  of  the  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  and  was 
probably  reused  from  this  building.  The  third  door  hangs  between  the  photograph  archives  and 
drafting  room  on  the  second  story.  It  is  a  five-panel  wood  door.  Its  design  and  panel  molding  match 
those  of  the  doors  in  the  Planting  Department  and  it  is  assumed  that  it  was  reused  from  there.  The 
fire  doors,  in  the  fire  wall  along  the  north  wall  of  the  first  and  second  stories,  are  wood  doors  1  1/2 
inches  thick  that  are  covered  with  metal.  The  metal  covering  is  stamped  "IC  Fire  Proof  Stock  - 
Guaranteed." 

The  1925  door  hardware  consists  of  five-butt  brass  ball  hinges  5  1/2  inches  long.  The 
doorknobs  are  circular  in  shape  and  made  of  brass.  They  have  brass  roses.  Exceptions  to  this  type 
of  hardware  are  found  on  the  inner  toilet-room  door,  the  ladies  lunchroom  sliding  door,  the  stairway 
door,  and  the  fire  doors.     The  inner  toilet-room  door  is  hung  with  two-butt  iron  ball  hinges 
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measuring  5  1/2  inches  long.  The  knob  on  this  door  is  oval  in  shape;  the  rose  is  circular.  They  are 
made  of  brass.  This  door  also  has  a  rectangular  brass  escutcheon.  The  ladies  lunchroom  sliding 
door  has  a  metal  track.  It  is  fitted  with  a  brass  pocket  to  pull  the  door  open  and  closed.  The 
stairway  door  is  hung  with  two-butt  iron  ball  hinges  measuring  6  inches  long.  The  door  is  also  fitted 
with  a  black  iron  spring,  1  inch  in  diameter,  that  keeps  the  door  closed.  This  door  has  a  circular 
brass  knob  and  a  rectangular  brass  escutcheon.  The  fired  doors  are  hung  with  two  iron  strap  hinges 

2  feet  long.  The  hardware  on  the  door  that  hung  between  the  photograph  archives  and  drafting  room 
on  the  second  story  has  been  removed. 

Windows.  The  windows  are  trimmed  similarly  to  the  doorways,  although  the  boards  used 
to  trim  the  tops  of  the  second-story  east  windows  are  only  3  inches  wide.    The  window  stools  are 

3  3/4  inches  wide  and  five-eighths  of  an  inch  thick.  The  exception  is  the  lunchroom  window  stools, 
which  are  4  inches  wide.  The  aprons  are  2  3/4  inches  wide,  with  a  beveled  lower  edge.  As 
elsewhere  in  the  office  complex,  the  windows  have  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes.  The  muntin 
profile  of  the  circa-1925  windows  is  included  in  "Offices:  Appendix  D." 

The  1925  window  hardware  consists  of  brass  pivoting  meeting-rail  locks.  The  sash-cord 
plates  are  iron,  1  inch  wide  by  4  inches  long,  with  rounded  edges. 

Utility  Systems 

When  the  second  story  was  added  to  the  Clerical  Department,  the  entire  building  was 
completely  rewired.  Any  adjustable  drafting  lamps  remaining  on  the  first  story  were  removed  at  this 
time.  The  new  first-story  fixtures  consisted  of  conical-shaped  brass  bases  with  a  brass  shaft 
connecting  to  a  brass  socket.  The  first-story  lamps  had  fluted  glass  shades.  Each  second-story 
fixture  consisted  of  a  conical  brass  plate  mounted  to  the  ceiling,  from  which  hung  a  cloth-covered 
wire  connecting  to  a  brass  socket.  The  second-story  lamps  did  not  have  shades;  their  bulbs  were 
exposed.  All  of  the  fixtures  were  operated  by  a  pull  chain,  except  the  first-story  hall  lights,  which 
were  operated  by  two-way  push-button  switches. 

The  original  steam  boiler  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Clerical  Department  basement,  which 
also  heated  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  was  removed  circa  1925.  New  wall-mounted  radiators  were 
installed  in  the  Clerical  Department  and  connected  to  the  new  hot-water  boiler  in  the  basement  of 
the  Planting  Department. 

The  fixtures  in  the  toilet  room  consisted  of  a  toilet  and  sink.  The  sink  is  a  corner  sink  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  outer  room;  the  toilet  is  on  the  north  wall  of  the  inner  room. 

As  with  the  preceding  office  additions,  the  sprinkler  system,  fire-detection  system,  and  the 
office  buzzer  system  were  extended  into  the  1925  Clerical  Department  addition. 
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Changes  After  1925 

Exterior  Elements 

Since  the  completion  of  the  1925  addition,  only  minor  alterations  have  been  made  to  the 
Clerical  Department.  On  the  exterior,  virtually  no  changes  have  been  made.  Small  areas  of 
clapboards  have  been  replaced,  and  the  1982  roof  contract  completely  reflashed  the  cap  on  the  fire 
wall.  The  building  has  been  repainted  approximately  six  times.13  The  Clerical  Department  is 
presently  painted  green,  both  trim  and  clapboards,  rather  than  the  historic  paint  scheme  of  dark  green 
trim  and  dark  red  clapboards.  The  awnings  that  were  used  on  the  second-story  west  windows  have 
been  removed.   Otherwise,  the  exterior  of  the  Clerical  Department  retains  its  1925  appearance. 

Interior  Elements 

First  Story.  On  the  interior  more  alterations  have  been  made,  primarily  on  the  first  story. 
This  space  continued  to  serve  the  firm  as  a  principal  office  space  until  the  site  was  purchased  by  the 
National  Park  Service.   The  first-story  alterations  are  listed  below. 

•  At  some  point,  a  humidifier  was  installed  in  the  first-story  hall  (fig.  21,  right  side).  This 
is  similar  to  those  installed  in  the  main  house  in  1930,  so  may  also  date  to  that  time. 

•  Circa  1960,  the  partition  separating  the  two  middle  offices  along  the  east  wall  was 
removed  to  create  one  large  office.  A  curved  desk  was  then  built  into  this  large  office, 
across  the  east  wall.  Editor's  note:  the  desk  was  removed  and  the  partition  was  rebuilt 
ca.  1993. 

•  In  1968,  the  1925  first-story  lighting  fixtures  were  removed  and  modern  fixtures  installed. 
A  variety  of  fixtures  were  used.  In  the  southwest  room,  recessed  square  ceiling  lights 
operated  by  a  wall  switch  were  installed.  Large  holes  were  cut  in  the  matched-board 
ceiling  to  accommodate  the  installation  of  these  lights.  In  the  hall  and  east  offices,  globe- 
type  fixtures  were  installed,  operated  by  switches.  In  the  ladies  lunchroom  and  in  the 
center  office  along  the  east  wall,  a  type  of  fixture  with  a  large,  flat,  circular  shade  was 
hung.  These  lamps  were  operated  with  fixture-mounted  switches.  As  part  of  this  work, 
the  first-story  rooms  were  also  painted  with  latex  paint  in  a  variety  of  colors. 

•  The  doors  were  removed  from  the  center  office  along  the  east  wall  and  the  southwest 
office.  One  of  the  doors  was  removed  and  reused  in  the  doorway  of  the  office  in  the 
Front  Entry,  indicating  that  it  was  removed  circa  1968. 


See  "Offices:  Appendix  B." 
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Second  Story.   Alterations  made  to  the  second  story  after  1925  are  listed  below. 

•  The  relocation  of  the  east  end  of  the  north  wall  of  the  stairwell,  to  align  with  the  rest  of 
the  wall.  This  was  done  before  1949. 14  This  wall  now  runs  into  the  southernmost 
second-story  window  on  the  east  elevation. 


• 


As  part  of  the  circa- 1968  alterations,  the  door  to  the  northeast  second-story  closet  was 
removed  and  reused  as  the  door  for  the  newly  created  room  at  the  north  end  of  the  first 
story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing. 

Circa  1968  a  wooden  frame  of  unknown  purpose  was  built  into  the  area  above  the  first- 
story  landing.  A  1-  by  4-inch  board  was  placed  diagonally  along  the  walls  of  the 
stairway.  It  runs  from  the  top  edge  of  the  wood  frame,  to  a  height  of  about  1  foot  down 
from  the  ceiling,  where  it  joins  a  horizontal  board  that  runs  over  to  the  top  of  the  doorway 
casing. 

Circa  1968  the  photograph  files  that  had  been  located  in  the  center  of  the  room  were 
placed  along  the  south  wall.  At  this  time  the  light  fixture  and  stairwell  light  switch  behind 
these  shelves  were  removed.15 


Existing  Conditions 


Structurally,  the  Clerical  Department  appears  to  be  in  good  condition.  The  primary  area  that 
will  require  additional  investigation  is  the  east  sill  and  southeast  corner  post.  The  posts  and  east  sill 
are  approximately  at  ground  level  and  have  had  extensive  contact  with  moisture.  The  southeast 
corner  post  has  been  soaked  repeatedly  by  a  deteriorated  gutter. 

On  the  exterior,  the  foundation  will  require  random  repointing.  The  west  area  way  also  needs 
repointing,  and  the  drain  in  its  concrete  slab  should  be  cleaned.  The  basement  door  will  have  to  be 
repaired. 

On  the  first  and  second  stories,  random  clapboards  and  pieces  of  the  wood  trim  are  cracked 
and  rotted;  these  will  need  to  be  replaced.  Roughly  half  of  the  windows  in  the  Clerical  Department 
have  been  repaired  by  the  NPS  staff.  This  work  saw  rotted  wooden  portions  rebuilt,  glass  reglazed, 
and  sash  cords  replaced.   The  other  windows  await  this  repair. 

The  Clerical  Department  roofs  are  in  good  condition.  During  the  1982  roof  contract,  the  east 
edge  of  the  main,  tar-and-gravel  roof  was  given  an  addition  coat  of  tar,  and  more  gravel  was  added. 
A  new  cap  was  also  made  for  the  fire  wall  as  part  of  this  contract.   The  cap  is  constructed  of  lead- 


14  Telephone  conversation  with  Artemas  Richardson,  June  27,  1983. 

15  The  building  permit  for  this  work  was  issued  October  2,  1925.  See  "Offices:  Appendix  G,  Building 
Permits." 
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coated  copper,  rather  than  zinc.    The  chimney  is  in  need  of  minor  repointing,  but  is  otherwise  in 
good  condition. 

On  the  interior,  the  basement  is  in  good  condition.  The  National  Park  Service  staff  has 
removed  the  abandoned  plumbing  and  electrical  conduit  from  this  area.  On  the  first  and  second 
stories,  the  building  fabric  is  in  good  condition.  These  stories  are  primary  interpretative  space,  so 
their  existing  conditions  will  be  discussed  in  greater  detail  in  the  following  part  of  this  section. 


Recommendations 


The  exterior  preservation  work  on  the  Clerical  Department  will  include  repointing  the 
foundation  and  west  areaway.  The  areaway  drain  must  also  be  cleared.  Wooden  elements  to  be 
repaired  and/or  replaced  include  the  basement  door,  sills,  corner  posts,  corner  boards,  clapboards, 
and  window  sills  and  casings.  Gutters  should  be  checked  to  be  sure  they  are  watertight  and  pitched 
correctly.  New  downspouts  should  be  installed,  and  all  drains  and  dry  wells  cleaned  out.  Once 
repaired,  all  the  exterior  surfaces  should  be  primed  and  painted.  The  clapboards  will  be  painted  dark 
red  (Munsell  7.5R  3/4),  and  the  trim,  dark  green  (Munsell  2.5BG  3/2).  The  roof  is  in  good  repair 
and  should  require  no  additional  work  at  this  time. 

On  the  interior,  the  basement  will  require  little  work.  Some  minor  foundation  patching  may 
be  required,  and  deficient  plumbing  and  electrical  wiring  will  be  replaced.  On  the  first  and  second 
stories,  the  rooms  will  be  restored  to  their  appearance  circa  1930.  On  the  first  story,  the  large 
curved  desk  in  the  east  central  office  will  be  removed;  the  wall  that  originally  divided  this  space  into 
two  small  offices  will  be  rebuilt.  The  doors  on  these  offices  and  the  other  first-story  offices  should 
be  rehung;  the  same  is  true  for  the  swinging  door  separating  the  Clerical  Department  from  the  Front 
Entry.  The  paint  that  covers  the  first-story  walls,  ceiling,  and  wood  trim  will  be  stripped,  and  these 
surfaces  shellacked.   The  method  used  to  remove  this  paint  will  be  determined  by  testing. 

In  the  stairwell,  the  wooden  frame  above  the  first-story  landing  will  be  removed,  as  will  the 
1-  by  4-inch  boards  that  run  up  the  stairwell  walls.  The  paint  will  also  be  stripped  from  the  stairwell 
walls  and  the  door  at  the  top  of  the  stairway. 

On  the  second  story,  in  the  photograph  archives  room,  the  drafting  table  should  be  removed 
and  the  photograph  cases  put  back  in  the  center  of  the  room.  The  light  switch  and  ceiling  light 
presently  behind  these  cases  should  be  restored.  The  door  between  the  drafting  room  and  photograph 
archives  room,  presently  stored  in  the  shed,  and  the  door  to  the  northeast  closet,  presently  hanging 
in  the  north  wall  of  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  should  be  rehung.  All  woodwork 
on  the  second  story  should  be  cleaned,  and  the  areas  where  the  shellac  finish  is  damaged  should  be 
repaired. 
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Figure  21.    Clerical  Department:  First  story,  hall,  facing  north  (1980). 
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Figure  22.   Clerical  Department:  First  story,  east  side,  southeast  corner  of  south  office  (1980). 
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Figure  23.    Clerical  Department:  First  story,  east  side,  northwest  corner  of  south  office  (1980). 
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Figure  25.   Clerical  Department:  First  story,  west  side,  south  wall  of  south  office  (1980). 
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Figure  26.    Clerical  Department:  First  story,  west  side,  east  wall  of  south  office  (1980). 
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Figure  44.    "Roof  Plan  of  House  and  Office  of  F.L.  Olmsted,  Brookline,  Mass.,"  1892-1899. 
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Figure  45.    Clerical  Department:  Northwest  corner,  showing  screen  in  front  of  windows,  before  1900. 
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Figure  48.   Clerical  Department:  Northeast  corner,  showing  roof  ventilator,  April  1924. 
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NORTH  DRAFTING  WING 


Introduction 


The  North  Drafting  Wing16  is  located  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  office  complex.  The 
wing  is  a  two-story,  wood-frame  structure  with  a  hipped  roof.  It  is  basically  rectangular  in  plan, 
but  its  south  wall  angles  outward,  to  fill  the  triangular  space  between  wing  and  the  adjacent  Clerical 
Department.  The  wing's  west  elevation  overlaps  the  Planting  Department  at  its  south  end  and  the 
Plans  Vault  at  its  north  end.  Near  the  middle  of  the  west  elevation  is  the  Rear  Entry,  a  one-story 
wood-frame  structure  located  in  the  corner  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  and 
the  Plans  Vault.    The  north  elevation  faces  onto  the  Hollow. 

The  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  built  in  1891  for  "F.L.  Olmsted  &  Co."  The 
second  story,  built  for  John  C.  Olmsted,  was  added  in  19 ll.17 

The  rectangular  part  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  measures  21  feet  3  inches  by  42  feet  9 
inches  (to  the  fire  wall  separating  it  from  the  Clerical  Department).  Its  foundation  is  puddingstone; 
its  exterior  walls  are  sheathed  with  clapboards.  The  exterior  walls  are  punctuated  with  rows  of 
windows  with  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes  (figs.  61-63).  The  hipped  roof  is  presently  covered 
with  slate.  Wooden  ventilator  covers  are  located  at  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  ridge  of  the  roof. 

The  exterior  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  has  been  repainted  approximately  nine  times.  The 
first  five  or  six  times  it  was  repainted,  it  retained  its  dark  red  clapboards/dark  green  trim  color 
scheme.  The  North  Drafting  Wing  is  presently  painted  light  green,  including  clapboards,  wood  trim, 
and  window  sashes.18 

On  the  interior  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  the  south  half  of  the  basement  is  finished  and 
heated.  Prior  to  the  building  of  the  Planting  Department,  this  area  was  used  for  the  printing  and 
storage  of  drawings.  Later,  it  was  used  as  the  men's  lunchroom.  The  first  story  has  two  large 
rooms  separated  by  a  partition,  with  an  office  occupying  the  extreme  north  end  (fig.  66).  The  large 
east  room  is  called  the  Lower  Drafting  Room  (fig.  64),  while  the  west  room  is  called  the  Shipping 
Room  (fig.  65).  The  office  is  seen  in  figure  66.  The  second  story  has  one  large  room  (figs.  67-68) 
and  a  smaller  room  occupying  the  extreme  north  end  (fig.  69).  Both  of  these  are  called  the  Upper 
Drafting  Room. 


16  On  some  of  the  historic  drawings  in  the  Olmsted  Archives  this  building  is  called  the  "West  Draughting 
Room."  The  HABS  site  plan  (see  "Offices:  Appendix  A,"  sheet  1  of  13)  reveals  that  this  building  is  located 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  office  complex.  To  avoid  any  undue  confusion,  in  this  report  it  will  be  called 
the  North  Drafting  Wing. 

17  See  "Offices:  Appendix  G,  Building  Permits." 

18  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  001-014. 
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The  first  and  second  stories  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  are  presently  used  for  archival 
conservation  and  interpretative  space.  The  finished  portion  of  the  basement  is  used  for  storage.  The 
unfinished,  north  end  of  the  basement  has  been  renovated  for  use  as  the  mechanical  room  of  the 
Plans  Vault. 


Architectural  History 


Date  of  Construction 

The  need  for  more  office  space  was  felt  as  early  as  circa  1890,  when  a  trace  study  (fig.  70) 
was  done  for  a  proposed  addition  in  the  general  location  of  today's  Planting  Department.  This 
second  structure  was  to  be  used  principally  as  a  drafting  room,  but  the  print  frame  was  to  be  located 
in  the  southwest  corner.  No  structure  was  built  according  to  this  design.  However,  the  North 
Drafting  Wing,  which  was  built  soon  thereafter,  accommodated  the  same  functions  as  those  identified 
for  the  proposed  structure. 

The  original,  one-story  portion  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  built  in  1891.  This  date  is 
based  upon  written  and  graphic  documentation.  Two  drawings  for  this  structure  are  on  file  in  the 
archives  at  the  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  NHS— a  basement  floor  plan  (on  linen,  with  one  blueprint 
copy)  dated  August  20,  1891,  and  a  blueprint  of  the  first-floor  plan,  dated  July  10,  1981  (figures  71- 
72,  respectively).19  On  file  at  the  Brookline  Town  Hall  is  a  building  permit,  issued  on  July  16, 
1891,  to  "F.L.  Olmstead  [sic]  &  Co.,"  to  build  a  "wood  drafting  office."20 

Additional  documentation  for  this  date  of  construction  is  found  in  two  letters  to  Frederick 
Law  Olmsted,  Jr.— one  from  his  sister,  Marion  Olmsted,  dated  July  26,  1891,  and  one  from  his 
mother,  dated  August  2,  1891 .  In  her  letter,  Marion  sketches  the  west  elevation  of  the  new  building 
and  locates  it  on  a  site  plan  (fig.  73).   She  describes  its  construction  as  follows: 

The  office  (the  new  one)  is  roofed  in  -  and  looks  immense  -  but  on  the 
whole  surprises  me  in  not  [missing]  from  the  front  of  the  house.  You  know 
how  it  goes?  The  roof  is  well  managed.  They  say  it  will  be  a  month  before 
it  can  be  used  -  but  it  looks  nearly  finished  exteriorly.  There  is  a 
Buckingham,  Manning  and  Jones  here  at  present.  I  hope  that  when  the  new 
office  is  finished  it  will  be  more  peaceable  -  its  bothers  Father  greatly.21 


19  It  is  assumed  that  there  were  complete  construction  drawings  for  this  building— elevations  and  a 
section— mat  have  been  misplaced  or  destroyed. 


20 


See  "Offices:  Appendix  G,  Building  Permits." 


21  Letter  from  Marion  Olmsted  to  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  July  26,  1891.    Manuscript  Division, 
Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.C. 
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The  mother  of  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  wrote  the  following: 

The  racket  of  the  place  would  be  intolerable  if  the  weather  were  not  so 
charming  -  the  carpenters  are  laying  the  floor  in  the  office  addition.  The 
roof  is  nearly  shingled  and  the  two  little  Columbari  or  dog  houses  on  top, 
which  Harry  fondly  hopes  will  prove  to  be  ventilators  are  almost  finished. 
They  have  taken  one  man  a  whole  week.  They  intend  finishing  part  of  the 
basement  as  a  blue  print  room  16  feet  square.  Put  in  a  word  for  a 
photograph  closet  -  quick.  There  is  to  be  a  constant  fire  kept  there  for 
water  heating  purposes  so  that  the  place  will  be  dry.  They  are  going  to  add 
several  sections  to  the  boiler  for  heating  the  offices  and  will  be  obliged  to 
blast.22 


Evolution  of  Design 

The  paucity  of  drawings  for  the  original  portion  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  makes  it  difficult 
to  ascertain  what  departures  from  the  original  design  were  made  during  the  building  of  this  structure. 
The  only  known  deviation  was  the  construction  of  the  Rear  Entry  on  the  west  elevation.  Initially, 
egress  from  the  first  story  was  to  be  provided  by  an  exterior  doorway  in  the  west  wall,  which  led 
to  a  small  landing  and  1 1  steps  down  to  ground  level.  This  arrangement  is  shown  in  the  first-floor 
plan  dated  July  10,  1891  (fig.  72),  and  in  Marion  Olmsted's  sketch,  dated  July  26,  1891  (fig.  73). 
Based  on  Marion's  sketch,  the  stairway  was  probably  built.  However,  the  basement  plan  for  the 
North  Drafting  Wing,  dated  August  20,  1891,  shows  the  Rear  Entry  here.  It  appears  that  the 
stairway  was  probably  removed,  and  the  Rear  Entry  built,  during  construction.  Paint  samples  taken 
from  the  clapboards  of  the  Rear  Entry  and  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Room  contain  a  similar 
paint-layering  sequence.23  A  pre- 1899  photograph  of  the  west  elevation  of  the  offices  (fig.  74) 
shows  the  Rear  Entry,  further  supporting  an  1891  construction  date. 

Built  at  the  same  time  as  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  the  Rear  Entry  functioned  as  an  integral 
part  of  this  structure  and  the  later  1902  Plans  Vault.  Both  its  function  and  design  changed 
significantly  over  time.  In  an  effort  to  fully  describe  these  changes  and  how  they  related  to  the 
structures  it  adjoined,  the  Rear  Entry  will  be  discussed  separately. 


22  Letter  from  Mary  C.  Olmsted  to  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  July  26,  1891.     Manuscript  Division, 
Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.C. 

23  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  P004-005,  P030,  P032. 
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Description  As  Originally  Built 

Exterior  Elements 

Foundation 

The  foundation  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  constructed  with  random-cut  puddingstone, 
laid  with  a  tan  mortar.  Puddingstone  is  the  type  of  stone  that  forms  the  rock  outcroppings  of  the 
Hollow,  on  the  east  side  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  Its  use  for  the  foundation  of  the  North 
Drafting  Wing— the  Hollow's  western  boundary— was  consistent  with  Olmsted's  theory  of  blending 
architecture  with  the  landscape. 

The  east  foundation  wall  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  illustrates  well  how  the  buildings 
comprising  the  office  complex  were  designed  to  conform  to  the  existing  landscape.  Located  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Hollow,  the  full  height  of  the  east  foundation  wall  is  exposed.  The  north,  south,  and 
east  walls  of  the  foundation  are  roughly  6  feet  10  inches  high.  The  west  foundation  wall  is  at  this 
height  on  the  north  side  of  the  basement  passageway.  To  the  south  of  the  doorway  leading  from  the 
Rear  Entry  into  the  basement,  the  west  foundation  wall  is  approximately  3-4  inches  shorter.  The 
foundation  was  built  this  way  so  that  large  windows,  to  be  used  for  printing  drawings,  could  be 
installed  in  this  wall. 

The  mortar  joints  of  the  foundation,  reflecting  the  shapes  of  the  stones,  are  wide  and 
irregular.  In  many  instances,  the  mortar  is  spread  over  part  of  the  stone  to  create  a  more  uniform 
surface.  The  mortar  joints  are  tooled  with  a  single  line  that  traces  the  approximate  outline  of  the 
stones. 

Walls 

The  wall  framing  for  the  1891  portion  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  consisted  of  6-  by  10-inch 
sills  that  rested  directly  on  the  stone  foundation.  On  the  west  wall,  the  principal  sill  rested  directly 
on  the  foundation  at  its  north  end;  at  the  south  end,  this  sill  was  supported  by  corner  posts  and  studs 
that  run  up  from  the  portion  of  the  foundation  that  is  3  feet  6  inches  high.  The  posts  of  the  frame 
were  pinned  with  mortise-and-tenon  joints  to  the  sills  and  plates.  They  were  5  1/2  inches  square  and 
placed  approximately  4  feet  2  inches  on  center.   The  plates  were  6  by  6  inches. 

As  with  the  1890  Clerical  Department,  the  walls  of  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
consisted  of  a  "sandwich"  of  alternating  layers  of  boards  and  paper,  nailed  to  the  outer  sides  of  the 
framing  members.  Moving  from  the  inside  out,  the  layers  were  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing, 
paper,  2-inch  planks,  paper,  boarding,  and  clapboards.  The  precise  type  of  building  paper,  the 
placement  of  the  2-inch  planks,  and  the  size  and  placement  of  the  sheathing  boards  are  unknown  at 
this  time,  since  none  of  these  walls  have  yet  been  opened  for  investigation. 

The  clapboards  had  butt  ends  and  a  reveal  ranging  from  3  1/8  to  3  1/4  inches.  The  corners 
of  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  were  trimmed  with  5  1/2-inch  wide  corner  boards.  On 
the  east  and  north  elevations  was  a  water-table  board  4  inches  wide.    Above  this  was  3  3/8-inch 
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board,  placed  at  roughly  a  30-degree  angle,  that  covered  the  watertable.  The  paint  scheme  included 
dark  red  on  the  clapboards,  dark  green  on  the  wood  trim,  and  black  on  the  window  sashes.24 

Doorways 

The  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  had  two  basement  doorways.  One  was  in  the  east  foundation 
wall,  north  of  center;  it  remains  intact  today.  Its  door  measures  roughly  4  feet  by  6  feet  7  inches. 
Its  lower  half  contains  two  recessed  molded  panels;  its  upper  half  contains  nine  lights.  This  door 
is  hung  with  two-butt  acorn  hinges  6  1/2  inches  long. 

Directly  opposite  this  doorway  was  a  doorway  in  the  west  foundation  wall.  It  also  exists 
today,  and  is  identical  to  the  one  in  the  east  wall.  The  1891  basement  plan  (fig.  70)  suggests  that 
it  provided  access  to  the  basement  via  a  corridor  that  ran,  from  the  outside,  underneath  the  Rear 
Entry. 

The  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  had  no  exterior  doorways  after  the  Rear  Entry 
was  built  to  replace  the  exterior  west  stairway. 

Windows 

Figures  71  and  72  are  floor  plans  that  show  the  windows  proposed  for  the  1891  North 
Drafting  Wing. 

The  basement  appears  to  have  had  three  windows  in  the  east  wall,  none  in  the  north  wall, 
and  four  in  the  west  wall  (fig.  71).  On  the  east  wall,  two  windows  flanked  the  exterior  doorway; 
they  remain  in  their  original  locations  today,  having  single,  two-light  awning  sashes.  The  third 
window,  near  the  south  end,  was  removed  when  a  triple  window  was  installed  here  circa  1902. 

On  the  west  basement  wall,  a  window  north  of  the  Rear  Entry  was  similar  to  those  on  the 
east  wall.  It  was  covered  over  when  the  Plans  Vault  was  built.  Two  more  windows  were  located 
just  south  of  the  Rear  Entry.  Figure  71  indicates  that  only  one  was  intended  to  have  metal  tracks 
for  printing  and  drying  racks  running  out  of  it.  The  other  was  to  be  larger,  with  a  table  below  it. 
However,  figure  74  suggests  that  both  windows  were  built  similarly,  as  large,  eight-light  windows 
with  tracks  for  printing  and  drying  racks.  Although  all  physical  evidence  for  these  windows  was 
destroyed  when  the  Planting  Department  was  built  in  1900-1901,  and  when  new  windows  were 
installed  in  the  west  wall  circa  1902,  it  seems  probable  that  they  held  single  awning-type  sashes. 
This  type  of  sash  would  have  best  accommodated  the  metal  tracks. 

The  fourth  window  in  the  west  basement  wall  was  at  the  extreme  south  end,  in  the  triangular 
space  that  filled  the  angle  between  the  North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  Clerical  Department.  On  the 
1891  basement  plan  (fig.  71)  the  window  is  labeled  "Red  Glass,"  and  a  very  faint  notation  above  it 
says  "Red  glass  (Copper  Flashed)."  The  colored  glass  was  necessary  because  the  window 
illuminated  a  photographic  darkroom.  This  window  is  visible  in  the  pre- 1899  photograph  of  the  west 


24  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  P004-006  and  P028-029. 

116 


Offices:  Existing  Structures  North  Drafting  Wing 

elevation  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  (fig.  74).    All  physical  evidence  for  the  placement  of  this 
window  was  destroyed  when  the  Planting  Department  was  built. 

The  exterior  walls  of  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  were  dominated  by  rows  of 
windows.  The  1891  windows  can  be  identified  by  their  locks.  Set  into  their  right  casing  is  a  brass, 
spring-type  lock,  marked  "Farquhar's  Patent,  March  25,  1884."  Mounted  on  the  meeting  rails  is 
a  second  sash  lock.  The  windows  that  were  added  later  have  no  casing-mounted  locks,  and  their 
meeting-rail  sash  locks  also  vary  slightly  from  those  on  the  1891  windows. 

The  east  elevation  originally  had  six  windows.  Figure  72  shows  them  grouped  in  pairs, 
beginning  at  the  south  end,  with  one  window's  width  between  pairs.  However,  a  first-floor  plan 
from  1899  (fig.  80)  shows  a  different  pattern:  a  space  at  the  south  end,  followed  by  four  windows, 
a  space,  and  two  more  windows.  Since  the  1899  plan  is  assumed  to  depict  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
as  built,  this  is  thought  to  be  the  actual  pattern. 

Three  windows  were  located  at  the  center  of  the  north  elevation  (fig.  72).  The  placement 
of  these  full-size  windows  appears  to  have  been  determined  by  the  location  of  interior  shelving. 

On  the  west  elevation,  there  were  six  windows  located  directly  below  the  roof's  edge,  three 
on  either  side  of  the  peak  of  the  Rear  Entry's  hipped  roof.  These  contained  single  four-light  awning- 
type  sashes.  Another  larger,  lower  window  was  located  at  the  south  end  of  this  wall.  The  1891 
first-floor  plan  (fig.  72)  does  not  show  the  clerestory  windows,  since  they  are  located  so  high  in  the 
wall.  However,  the  pre- 1899  photograph  (fig.  74)  and  the  1899  first-floor  plan  (fig.  80)  show  them. 
All  physical  evidence  for  the  latter  window  was  destroyed  when  the  Planting  Department  was  built 
in  1900-1901.  The  window  had  six  lights,  but  it  is  impossible  to  tell  from  the  photographs  either 
the  number  of  the  sashes  or  their  operation  (hinged,  fixed,  or  double-hung). 

The  fenestration  of  the  south  elevation  of  the  1891  North  Drafting  Room  is  unknown.  No 
early  photographs  have  been  found  of  this  elevation,  and  all  physical  evidence  of  doorways  and 
windows  in  this  wall  was  obliterated  by  later  alterations.  The  1891  first-floor  plan  (fig.  71)  shows 
no  windows  or  doorways  in  this  wall. 

The  casings  for  the  1891  (first-story)  North  Drafting  Wing  windows  consisted  of  5-inch 
unmolded  boards.  These  remain  today.  The  tops  of  the  casings  are  flashed  with  a  piece  of  zinc. 
The  sills  of  the  windows  are  unmolded,  and  on  the  east  and  north  elevations  they  run  continuously 
across  the  lengths  of  those  walls,  creating  a  marked  horizontal  division  on  these  elevations.  This 
projecting  horizontal  band  of  wood  is  extended  along  the  west  elevation,  but  except  for  the 
southernmost  window  in  this  elevation,  does  not  function  as  a  sill.  The  band  was  probably  also 
continued  along  the  south  elevation,  although  there  is  no  documentation  or  physical  evidence  to 
support  this  assumption. 

Roof 

The  hipped  roof  was  framed  with  three  king-post  trusses,  placed  at  8  feet  4  inches  on  center. 
Truss  members  were  all  5  1/2  inches  square,  as  were  the  secondary  rafters  located  equidistant 
between  the  trusses.    Horizontal  truss  members  were  pinned  with  mortise-and-tenon  joints  to  the 
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plates.  The  angled  members  of  the  truss  were  cut  at  a  90/30-degree  angle  and  pinned  to  the  plates. 
The  secondary  rafters  rested  on  the  plates  with  a  bird's-mouth  cut.  At  their  apex,  all  of  the  rafters 
were  cut  at  a  90/45-degree  angle  and  pinned  to  the  ridgepole.  The  ridgepole  was  5  1/2  inches 
square. 

The  roof  sheathing,  working  from  the  inside  out,  consisted  of  cypress  "washboard" 
sheathing,  1-inch  planks,  two  layers  of  building  paper,  a  1-inch  furring  strip,  tongue-and-groove 
sheathing  seven-eights  of  an  inch  thick,  and  wood  shingles.  Figure  75  is  a  photograph  of  an  area 
of  the  south  hip  of  this  roof  that  was  cut  out  when  its  slates  were  replaced  as  part  of  the  1982  roof 
contract.  Also  uncovered  during  this  work  was  the  tin  flashing  that  originally  joined  the  first  stories 
of  the  Clerical  Department  and  North  Drafting  Wing  (fig.  76). 

Gutters  and  Downspouts 

The  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  was  fitted  with  wooden  gutters.  The  profile  of  these  gutters 
is  unknown,  since  they  were  replaced  when  the  roof  was  raised  in  1911. 

The  downspout  on  the  west  elevation  descended  between  the  two  southernmost  windows  high 
up  in  the  wall.  Below  there,  it  turned  and  apparently  ran  into  a  catch  basin  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  Rear  Entry.  A  catch  basin  is  shown  there  in  a  1904  site  plan  (fig.  82),  and  one  is  still  in  this 
location  today. 

The  exact  locations  of  the  other  downspouts  on  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  are  unknown. 
The  1904  site  plan  (fig.  82)  shows  one  on  the  east  elevation  immediately  north  of  the  basement 
doorway.  This  is  not  conclusive  evidence,  however:  additions  were  drawn  onto  the  1904  site  plan 
over  time,  and  there  is  no  photographic  or  physical  documentation  to  confirm  this  placement. 

Ventilator  Covers 

Two  ventilator  covers  were  located  at  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  ridge  of  the  hipped  roof 
of  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing.  These  covers  were  wooden  structures  measuring  2  feet  8  inches 
square,  with  hipped  roofs.  The  sides  of  the  ventilator  covers  were  louvered.  Their  roofs  were 
covered  with  wood  shingles;  at  the  apex  of  the  hip  there  was  a  wood  finial.  These  ventilator  covers 
are  the  "dog  houses"  that  Mary  C.  Olmsted  described  to  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  in  her  letter 
of  August  2,  1891.   The  covers  exist  today. 

Interior  Elements 

Plan 

The  basic  plan  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing's  basement  in  1891  was  similar  to  its  present 
appearance  (fig.  71).  The  basement  was  divided  by  an  east-west  passage,  with  an  exterior  doorway 
at  either  end.  The  area  north  of  this  passage  was  an  unfinished  storeroom.  Access  to  this  room  was 
from  a  doorway  at  the  east  end  of  the  north  wall  of  the  passage. 
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The  area  south  of  the  passage  was  a  large  finished  room.  Originally  it  was  used  for  drawing 
storage  and  printing,  with  access  from  the  Rear  Entry  along  the  west  wall.  The  1891  basement  plan 
shows  a  doorway  in  the  north  wall  of  this  room,  leading  into  the  east-west  passage.  However,  it 
appears  as  though  a  window  was  installed  here  instead.  A  window  is  in  this  location  now;  it  is  a 
typical  1891  basement  window,  and  there  is  no  indication  in  the  matched-board  sheathing  around  it 
that  it  was  ever  altered. 

The  south  wall  of  the  finished  room  angled  outward  from  the  room  in  a  southwest  direction, 
being  the  foundation  wall  of  the  triangular  area  between  the  North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  Clerical 
Department.  The  west  end  of  the  triangular  space  was  partitioned  off  to  make  a  small  darkroom. 
This  is  why  the  window  in  the  west  wall  of  this  room  had  red  glass.  The  only  access  to  the 
darkroom  was  from  the  large  finished  room:  although  the  darkroom  abutted  the  basement  of  the 
Clerical  Department,  passage  between  the  two  office  basements  was  never  possible. 

The  original  plan  for  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  consisted  of  one  large 
drafting  room,  with  the  triangular  connector  area  along  the  south  wall  (see  figure  72).  The  drafting 
room  could  be  entered  from  the  rear  courtyard,  through  the  Rear  Entry.  Access  was  also  possible 
from  the  Clerical  Department,  through  a  doorway  in  the  south  wall  of  the  triangular  connector. 
Drafting  tables  were  placed  along  the  east  wall.  The  plan  and  paper  table  was  placed  along  the  west 
wall. 

Floor 

The  1891  basement  had  a  wood  floor  built  on  top  of  a  concrete  slab.  The  wood  floor 
consisted  of  2-inch  nailing  strips  with  tongue-and-groove  fir  boards  3  1/2  inches  wide.  The  original 
finish  on  this  floor  is  unknown.    This  floor  was  replaced  in  1985  after  the  basement  was  flooded. 

The  framing  for  the  first  floor  included  joists  that  ran  north-south.  They  measured  2  by  10 
inches,  and  were  placed  approximately  1  foot  10  inches  on  center.  Running  east- west,  and  roughly 
8  feet  4  inches  on  center,  were  four  members  measuring  6  by  10  inches  that  were  pinned  via 
mortise-and-tenon  joints  to  the  sill.  The  floor  joists  were  set  into  the  members  with  cog-butt  joints. 

The  finish  floorboards  in  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  were  3  1/4-inch  fir.  This 
floor  remains,  but  the  original  finish  on  it  is  unknown. 

Walls  and  Ceiling 

In  the  finished  portion  of  the  basement,  the  walls  were  covered  with  a  beaded  matched-board 
sheathing  similar  to  that  used  on  the  walls  and  ceiling  in  the  Rear  Entry.  Whether  these  walls  were 
originally  shellacked  is  unknown.  The  absence  of  any  finish  on  the  wall  in  the  darkroom  suggests 
that  the  walls  may  not  have  been  shellacked  until  the  room  was  renovated  for  the  men's  lunchroom 
circa  1902. 

The  original  covering  of  the  basement  ceiling  is  unknown.  It  may  have  been  covered  with 
matched-board  sheathing,  or  the  ceiling  beams  and  joists  may  have  been  boxed  or  left  exposed. 
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Several  of  the  modern  beam  casings  were  removed  during  the  preparation  of  this  report.  The  joists 
contain  few  nail  holes,  suggesting  that  they  probably  were  originally  left  exposed. 

The  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  first  story  of  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  were  finished  with 
the  same  type  of  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing  as  used  in  the  1890  Clerical  Department.  (As 
explained  in  a  previous  section,  "Exterior  Elements:  Walls,"  this  material  was  the  innermost  layer 
of  several  layers  of  boards  and  paper  nailed  to  the  outer  sides  of  the  framing  members.)  This  meant 
that  all  of  the  major  framing  members  for  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  were 
exposed  on  the  interior  (figs.  66-67).  The  sheathing  and  the  framing  members  were  originally 
finished  with  shellac. 

Doorways  and  Windows 

Today's  basement  doors  retain  much  of  their  1891  hardware.  The  doors  are  hung  with  two- 
butt  acorn  hinges  4  1/4  inches  long.  They  are  fitted  with  rim  locks,  and  have  black  porcelain  knobs 
and  simple  iron  roses.  Their  escutcheons  are  rectangular,  with  rounded  corners.  The  two  smaller 
1891  basement  windows  in  the  east  wall  also  appear  to  retain  their  original  hardware.  They  are  hung 
from  the  top  with  two  three-inch  hinges,  and  have  a  brass  latch  at  their  bottom. 

The  1891  casings  remain  on  the  first-story  doorways  and  windows  of  the  North  Drafting 
Wing.  These  casings  consist  of  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing.  The  tops  and  sides  of  the  trim  are 
six  beads  wide.  The  window  stools  are  1  inch  thick  and  have  a  rounded  edge.  The  windows  have 
a  2  3/4-inch  wide  apron,  composed  of  four  beads  of  the  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing.  The 
casings,  the  doors,  and  the  window  sashes  were  all  originally  shellacked. 

Little  1891  door  hardware  remains  in  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing— only  the 
hinges  on  the  west  door  to  the  Rear  Entry.  They  are  two-butt,  cast-iron  ball  hinges  5  1/2  inches 
long.  Much  more  1891  hardware  remains  on  the  windows.  Each  window  has  two  locks,  one 
mounted  on  the  casing  and  one  mounted  on  the  meeting  rails.  The  casement  locks  are  the  same 
Farquhar's  locks  as  were  used  on  the  original  windows  of  the  Clerical  Department.  The  meeting-rail 
locks  are  iron  and  consist  of  two  pieces.  The  portion  of  the  lock  that  is  mounted  on  the  inner  rail 
has  a  rectangular  base  and  quarter-round  catch.  It  also  has  a  rectangular  locking  catch.  The  pivoting 
portion  of  the  lock,  mounted  on  the  inner  rail,  has  a  rectangular  base.  The  pivot  handle  is  straight 
with  a  circular  end.  The  top  of  the  pivot  is  rounded.  This  rounded  top  distinguishes  these  locks 
from  the  later  locks  used  in  the  North  Drafting  Room.  The  sash-cord  plates  for  the  1891  windows 
are  rectangular,  measuring  1  by  4  1/2  inches. 

Utility  Systems 

Little  evidence  has  been  found  for  the  original  utility  systems  that  served  the  North  Drafting 
Wing.  Figure  71,  the  1891  basement  plan,  shows  a  "Heater"  and  coal  bin  near  the  midpoint  of  the 
east  wall.  However,  the  absence  of  a  chimney  in  this  building  indicates  that  the  heater  was  not 
installed.  Rather,  it  appears  that  heat  was  provided  to  the  North  Drafting  Wing  from  a  boiler  in  the 
basement  of  the  Clerical  Department. 
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The  North  Drafting  Room  was  probably  lighted  by  gas  originally.  On  a  copy  of  the  1891 
first-floor  plan  (fig.  72),  gas  fixtures  are  drawn  in  with  red  asterisks.  On  the  east  wall  they  are 
located  on  posts  three,  four,  six,  and  seven,  counting  from  south  to  north.  On  the  north  wall,  they 
are  located  on  posts  two  and  five,  counting  from  east  to  west;  on  the  east  wall  they  are  located  on 
posts  three,  four,  six,  and  seven,  counting  from  south  to  north.  The  type  of  gas  lighting  fixture  is 
unknown. 

An  entry  in  the  firm's  account  book,  dated  November  17,  1896,  reads  as  follows: 

Godfrey  Electric  Construction  Co. 
Installing  12  adjustable  fixtures  $42.50. 

This  suggests  that  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  probably  had  adjustable  electric  drafting 
lamps  by  this  date.  The  locations  of  the  light  fixtures  on  the  ceiling  of  the  second  story  of  the  North 
Drafting  Wing  coincide  with  the  original  use  divisions  for  the  first-story  space.  (This  is  the  case 
because  the  adding  of  the  wing's  second  story  was  accomplished  by  raising  the  roof  of  the  first 
story.)  Located  along  the  east  and  north  walls— the  areas  of  the  first  story  that  were  to  be  used  for 
drafting— are  wooden  blocks  on  which  the  adjustable  drafting  lamps  were  mounted.  Along  the  west 
wall— the  side  of  the  room  used  for  a  hall  and  plans  storage— are  single  porcelain  plates  from  which 
a  single  fixture  hung.  The  earliest  fixture  locations  on  this  ceiling  can  be  identified  by  the  uniform 
size  of  the  wooden  blocks  used  to  mount  the  drafting  lamps:  5  3/4  inches  square.  The  later  blocks 
vary  in  size  and  their  edges  are  not  rounded.  Also,  the  earliest  mounting  blocks  have  a  5-inch 
circular  outline  of  a  previous  lamp  base,  as  on  the  Clerical  Department  mounting  blocks.  This 
circular  outline  was  probably  made  by  the  1896  adjustable  fixtures,  since  it  is  found  only  in  the 
North  Drafting  Wing  and  Clerical  Department.  The  fixtures  currently  mounted  on  these  blocks  are 
single-arm,  adjustable  drafting  lamps  with  tripod  bases,  marked  "O.C.  White  Co.,  Sept.  17,  05, 
Worcester,  MA."  The  earliest  wiring  and  porcelain  plates  can  also  be  identified  because  they  were 
painted  brown  to  blend  with  the  woodwork. 

Two  1892  entries  in  the  firm's  account  book  indicate  that  a  bell/buzzer  system  had  been 
installed  in  the  offices  by  this  time.  It  is  assumed  that  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  connected  to 
this  system. 

In  1901,  when  the  offices  were  wired  with  a  fire-alarm  system,  the  first  story  of  the  North 
Drafting  Room  was  included.  One  of  the  large  alarm  bells  was  mounted  on  the  first  story,  at  ceiling 
height  on  the  south  end  of  the  west  wall,  where  it  remains  today. 

The  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  also  had  two  ventilators,  located  at  the  north  and  south  ends 
of  the  ceiling  ridge.  The  ventilators  are  housed  in  wooden  boxes  constructed  of  cypress 
"washboard"  sheathing.  On  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  boxes  are  elaborate  iron  grates,  through 
which  the  inside  air  passed  to  the  rotating  ventilators.  The  grates  could  be  opened  and  closed  by 
ropes.  The  ventilators  themselves  are  circular  in  shape  and  consist  of  strips  of  metal  riveted  to  a 
frame  mounted  on  a  rotating  shaft. 

The  printing  machines  built  in  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  basement  were  sun  printers. 
Tracks  for  one  printer  are  shown  on  the  1891  basement  plan  (fig.  71);  however,  figure  74  shows 
tracks  for  two  sun  printers.     Figures  77-78  are  drawings  for  a  print  frame.     They  are  dated 
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November  11,  1891,  indicating  that  this  frame  was  intended  for  use  in  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
basement.  An  entry  in  the  firm's  account  book,  dated  August  9,  1897,  for  $82.50  for  a  Vandergrift 
printing  machine  suggests  that  this  machine  was  also  installed  in  the  basement  printing  area,  since 
the  Planting  Department  was  not  built  until  1900-1901.  It  is  not  known  what  type  of  printing 
machine  this  was. 


Additions/  Alterations 

Changes  Before  1911 

Plans  for  Second-Story  Addition  Not  Built 

A  second  story  for  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  contemplated  at  least  as  early  as  1899. 
Figure  79  is  a  copy  of  the  1892-1899  roof  plan,  with  portions  of  such  an  addition  sketched  in.  In 
1899,  Arthur  S.  Vinal  prepared  a  formal  set  of  floor  plans  for  a  second-story  addition  to  the  North 
Drafting  Wing  for  Olmsted  Brothers  (figs.  80-81).  However,  this  same  year  a  building  permit  was 
issued  for  the  Planting  Department.  Apparently  the  firm  decided  to  build  the  two-story  Planting 
Department,  rather  than  a  second  story  on  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  at  that  time.  Not  until  1911 
did  the  North  Drafting  Wing  receive  its  second  story,  and  its  design  differed  significantly  from  the 
1899  drawings.    Nevertheless,  the  latter  are  of  interest  for  several  reasons. 

First,  figure  80  shows  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  as  it  was  actually  built  in 
1891.  It  confirms  the  placement  of  windows  and  the  absence  of  any  partitions  in  the  first-story 
drafting  room.  It  does  err  in  calling  the  present-day  Clerical  Department  the  "Planting  Department. " 
That  structure  was  never  known  as  the  Planting  Department;  in  1899  it  was  called  the  "Draughting 
Room." 

Second,  the  1889  floor  plans  provide  valuable  information  about  the  Rear  Entry.  The  Rear 
Entry  does  not  appear  on  the  1891  first-floor  plan  (fig.  72).  It  does  appear  on  the  1891  basement 
plan  (fig.  71),  but  it  is  shown  as  being  1  foot  narrower  than  the  existing  structure.  The  1899  first- 
floor  plan  (fig.  80)  shows  it  as  it  actually  exists.  Also,  the  1899  second-floor  plan  (fig.  81)  includes 
an  informative  roof  plan  for  the  Rear  Entry. 

Third,  the  1889  plans  suggest  that  the  Planting  Department  would  not  have  been  built  if  a 
second  story  had  been  added  to  the  North  Drafting  Wing  at  this  time.  This  addition  would  have 
provided  some  of  the  additional  drafting  space  and  the  toilet  room  that  were  ultimately  obtained  by 
building  the  Planting  Department. 

Changes  Related  to  the  Planting  Department  and  Plans  Vault 

When  the  Planting  Department  was  built,  the  triangular  connector  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
was  altered  to  provide  access  to  the  new  building.  A  doorway  was  created  at  the  north  end  of  the 
west  wall  of  the  connector,  with  several  steps  descending  to  the  first  story  of  the  new  building.  The 
existing  steps  ascending  to  the  south-wall  doorway  to  the  Clerical  Department  were  rebuilt  to  include 
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a  landing  in  front  of  that  doorway.    A  new  stairway  was  then  built  along  the  south  wall  of  the 
connector,  ascending  from  the  new  landing  to  the  second  story  of  the  Planting  Department  (fig.  81). 

This  partially  enclosed  stairway  remains  intact  today.  The  stairway  has  10  steps.  The  lower 
eight  steps  are  a  straight  run.  The  treads  are  10  inches  wide  and  seven-eights  of  an  inch  thick,  with 
a  rounded  nosing;  the  risers  are  6  1/2  inches  high.  The  junction  of  the  treads  and  risers  are  finished 
with  a  cavetto  molding.  The  ninth  step,  counting  up  from  the  bottom,  is  a  winder;  the  10th  step  is 
a  regular  step  placed  at  roughly  a  30-degree  angle  to  the  straight  run  of  steps.  All  stair  treads  are 
fitted  with  fluted  metal  guards.  The  stair  rail  consists  of  a  3  1/2-inch  square  newel  post  and  1  1/8- 
inch  square  balusters,  placed  3  3/4  inches  on  center.  The  handrail  is  2  1/2  inches  square,  with  a 
beaded  lower  edge  and  a  rounded  top. 

A  closet  was  built  under  the  stairway.  A  cupboard  was  also  built  into  the  south  wall  of  the 
stairway.  The  door  of  this  cupboard  is  still  in  place,  but  the  cupboard  area  itself  was  filled  in  by 
the  brick  fire  wall  built  in  1925. 

The  drawings  for  the  Planting  Department  indicate  that  the  equipment  for  printing  plans  and 
developing  photographs  was  to  be  moved,  from  the  finished  part  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing's 
basement,  to  the  second  story  of  the  new  building.  This  did  happen;  the  equipment  is  still  there 
today.  The  firm's  plans  and  their  storage  shelves  were  also  to  be  moved,  from  the  North  Drafting 
Wing  basement,  to  the  basement  of  the  new  building.  However,  it  is  possible  that  the  plans 
remained  in  the  North  Drafting  Wing  until  the  Plans  Vault  was  constructed  in  1902.  This  is  based 
on  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  construction  of  a  men's  lunchroom  in  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
basement. 

The  large,  finished  south  room  in  the  basement  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  remodeled 
at  some  point  into  a  men's  lunchroom.  This  occurred  sometime  after  the  plans  and  the  printing 
equipment  that  had  been  located  here  were  moved  elsewhere.  No  written  or  photographic 
documentation  has  been  found  to  date  this  work.  It  could  have  happened  in  1901 ,  when  the  Planting 
Department— which  had  been  designated  to  receive  the  plans  and  the  printing  equipment— was 
completed.  However,  the  physical  evidence  suggests  that  the  lunchroom  was  not  created  until  1902. 
A  triple  window  was  added  to  the  east  wall  as  part  of  this  work.  A  difference  in  the  type  of  matched 
boarding  used  to  patch  around  the  window  indicates  that  the  remodeling  took  place  slightly  later  than 
1900-1901.25  The  mortar  used  to  patch  around  the  window  is  similar  to  the  mortars  used  to  patch 
around  the  north- wall  basement  window  when  the  Plans  Vault  was  built  in  1902.  Thus,  the 
remodeling  seems  to  have  been  contemporaneous  with  the  building  of  the  Plans  Vault.  This  suggests 
that  the  plans  were  not  moved  to  the  basement  of  the  Planting  Department  in  1901,  but  remained  in 
the  basement  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  until  the  Plans  Vault  was  built  in  1902. 


25  On  the  west  wall,  the  width  of  one  piece  of  double  matched  board  is  7  inches,  with  the  two  "boards" 
being  3  1/4  inches  wide  and  separated  by  a  double  bead.  This  is  the  same  type  of  matched  board  as  was  used 
in  the  finished  portion  of  the  Planting  Department  cellar.  On  the  east  wall,  the  width  of  one  piece  of  the 
double  matched  board  is  5  1/4  inches,  with  the  two  "boards"  being  2  1/4  inches  wide  and  separated  by  a 
single  bead. 
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The  creation  of  a  men's  lunchroom  in  the  large  basement  room  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
required  the  following  work.  A  triple  window  was  built  into  the  east  wall  of  the  room,  as  stated 
above.  All  of  the  existing  printing  equipment  and  drawings  storage  racks  were  removed  from  the 
interior.  A  small  room  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  large  room  was  remodeled  for  use  as  a 
kitchenette.  This  room  does  not  show  on  the  1891  basement  plan  (fig.  71),  but  it  appears  to  be 
original,  since  its  walls  are  sheathed  with  the  4  3/8-inch  wide  matched  boards  used  for  other  original 
spaces.  Creation  of  the  kitchenette  involved  the  placement  of  a  sink  and  stove  along  the  north  wall 
of  this  room;  dish  cupboards  were  built  along  the  south  wall.  Outside  the  kitchenette,  a  "commissary 
closet"  was  built  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  large  room,  while  the  southeast  corner  received  a 
set  of  built-in  drawers.  The  remainder  of  the  large  room  was  filled  with  dining  tables.  Figure  91, 
a  later  basement  floor  plan  of  the  offices,  shows  the  men's  lunchroom.  The  darkroom  in  the  south 
triangular  area  was  retained. 

Electric  lighting  was  installed  in  the  south  half  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  basement  at  least 
by  the  time  that  the  men's  lunchroom  was  remodeled.  Each  light  appears  to  have  consisted  of  a 
porcelain  plate,  from  which  hung  a  cloth-covered  wire  and  a  socket. 

Other  Changes  in  Fenestration 

A  number  of  alterations  appear  to  have  occurred  to  the  windows  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing 
after  its  construction  in  1891 ,  judging  by  comparisons  of  early  and  later  drawings.  The  precise  dates 
of  these  alterations  are  unknown. 

Basement.  Ascertaining  early  changes  to  the  basement  is  difficult:  after  the  1891  basement 
plan  (fig.  71),  no  other  basement  plan  was  done  until  1913  (fig.  91).  As  stated  previously,  the 
original  south  window  in  the  east  elevation  was  replaced  with  a  triple  window  circa  1902,  based  on 
mortar  analysis.  Figure  91  suggests  that  the  north  window  in  that  elevation  was  shifted  slightly 
northward,  but  this  is  not  supported  by  the  present-day  location  of  the  window.  On  the  north 
elevation,  a  window  was  added  at  the  west  end  of  the  north  wall. 

First  Story.  It  has  already  been  explained  that  the  proposed  1891  first-floor  plan  (fig.  72) 
was  not  followed  exactly  during  construction,  and  that  an  1899  floor  plan  (fig.  80)  gives  a  better  idea 
of  the  first-story  fenestration  as  built.  A  comparison  of  figure  80  with  drawings  from  1911  (figs. 
83-86)  shows  that  one  window  was  added  to  the  north  elevation,  at  the  extreme  west  end  of  the  wall. 
Two  windows  were  added  to  the  east  elevation— the  first  and  the  sixth,  moving  from  south  to  north. 

Addition  of  1911 

In  1909,  a  set  of  drawings  was  done  for  a  second-story  addition  to  the  North  Drafting  Wing, 
and  for  a  few  alterations  to  the  first  story.  These  drawings  are  marked  "Dec.  4  -  09  -  Revised  June 
14th,  191 1  -  Olmsted  Brothers  15th  July  191 1,  George  A.  Stewart"  (figs.  83-86).  By  this  date,  both 
the  two-story  Planting  Department  and  the  first  story  of  the  Plans  Vault  had  been  built.  These 
drawings,  therefore,  differ  from  the  1899  drawings  in  that  their  design  for  the  second  story  of  the 
North  Drafting  Wing  had  to  accommodate  these  two  new  office  buildings.  In  addition,  no  toilet  was 
planned  for  the  addition;  it  had  been  put  in  the  Planting  Department. 
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On  June  21,  1911,  a  building  permit  was  issued  to  "John  C.  Olmstead  [sic]"  to  "Build 
addition  on  rear  one  story  making  building  of  two  stories  -  21'  by  42'."  The  building  was  to  be 
constructed  of  wood.  The  roof  was  to  be  hipped  and  shingled.  It  was  to  be  used  for  offices.26 
The  plan  of  the  new  second  story,  like  that  of  the  existing  basement  and  first-story  levels,  was  a 
large  rectangular  block  with  a  triangular  connector  portion  along  the  block's  south  wall. 

The  adding  of  the  second  story  to  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  accomplished  by  raising  the 
roof— detaching  it  from  the  first  story  and  raising  it  to  a  height  of  two  stories.  The  raising  appears 
to  have  been  accomplished  with  a  block  and  tackle.  Once  raised,  the  roof  was  supported  by  blocking 
while  the  vertical  framing  members  were  put  in  place  (figs.  87-88).  Figures  89-90  show  the  North 
Drafting  Wing  after  the  work  was  finished. 

Exterior  Elements 

Framing.  The  framing  for  the  second-story  addition  to  the  North  Drafting  Wing  is  the  same 
as  for  the  first  story:  5  1/2-inch  square  posts,  placed  4  feet  2  inches  on  center.  When  the  second 
story  was  added,  the  original  6-  by  6-inch  first-story  plates  were  replaced  with  6-  by  4-inch 
members,  so  that  the  second-story  sheathing  would  not  project  beyond  the  first-story  sheathing.  The 
second-story  posts  were  pinned  to  the  new  plates.  Since  the  roof  was  merely  raised,  its  framing 
remained  the  same. 

Walls.  The  covering  of  the  second-story  walls  is  also  similar  to  that  of  the  first  story, 
although  there  are  several  differences.  As  with  the  first  story,  the  walls  are  covered  with  several 
alternating  layers  of  boards  and  paper  nailed  to  the  outer  sides  of  the  framing  members.  However, 
there  were  two  main  differences.  The  innermost  layer  of  boards  (i.e.,  the  interior  wall  finish) 
consisted  of  vertically  placed  V-beaded  sheathing  seven-eights  of  an  inch  thick,  rather  than  the 
cypress  "washboard"  sheathing  used  for  the  first  story.  Also,  the  next  layer  of  boards  (after  a  layer 
of  paper)  was  3-inch  furring  strips  placed  horizontally,  rather  than  the  vertically  placed  2-inch  planks 
on  the  first  story.  The  remaining  three  layers— paper,  boarding,  and  clapboards— are  the  same  on 
both  the  first  and  second  stories. 

As  on  the  first  story,  the  second  story  had  corner  boards  5  1/2  inches  wide.  The  cornice 
consisted  of  a  4-inch- wide  board  that  ran  along  the  tops  of  the  windows,  and  another  3 -inch- wide 
board  on  which  the  gutter  is  mounted.  Below  the  gutter  is  a  molded  strip  consisting  of  a  quarter 
round  and  cavetto. 

The  clapboards  on  the  second  story  were  originally  painted  dark  red,  the  wood  trim  dark 
green,  and  the  window  sashes  black.  This  is  the  same  paint  scheme  as  was  used  on  the  first  story. 
Although  the  finish  coat  of  paint  on  both  stories  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  are  the  same,  the 
primers  used  were  different.  The  primer  used  for  the  first-story,  1891  paint  was  tan,  while  the 
primer  used  with  the  second-story,  1911  paint  was  gray.27 


26  See  "Offices:  Appendix  G,  Building  Permits." 

27  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  001,  004. 
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Windows.  The  locations  of  the  new  second-story  windows  on  the  north  and  east  elevations 
matched  the  locations  of  the  first-story  windows  on  those  elevations  (as  they  existed  after  the  addition 
of  windows  prior  to  1911).  Their  casings  consisted  of  5-inch  unmolded  boards.  As  on  the  first 
story,  the  sills  ran  continuously  around  the  building.  (It  should  be  noted  that  the  horizontal  band 
formed  by  the  sills  on  both  the  first  and  second  stories  is  not  a  single  piece  of  wood.  Rather,  small 
pieces  of  wood  have  been  inserted  between  the  individual  sills  to  make  this  band  continuous.)  Also 
like  the  first-story  windows,  the  second-story  windows  had  two-over-two,  double-hung  sashes.  They 
were  secured  with  a  single  sash  lock  mounted  on  their  meeting  rails. 

The  west  elevation  of  the  new  second  story  had  five  windows  (fig.  84).  The  absence  of  any 
windows  at  the  north  end  of  this  wall  suggests  that  the  second-story  addition  to  the  Plans  Vault  was 
already  being  planned  by  this  time.  The  west  windows  were  to  be  finished  with  "awning  blinds, 
lower  portion  adjustable,  upper  slats  fixed."  Some  of  the  hardware  for  these  awnings  is  still  in 
place.  On  the  south  elevation  there  were  two  small  windows  with  one-over-one,  double-hung  sashes 
in  the  stairway  addition  (fig.  86).  This  drawing  also  shows  a  rectangular  vent  near  the  center  of  the 
south  wall.    These  windows  and  the  vent  were  covered  over  when  the  fire  wall  was  built  in  1925. 

Roof.  The  main  block  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  had  its  roof  sheathing  retained,  but  its 
1891  wood  shingles  were  replaced.  The  triangular  south  connector  portion  of  North  Drafting  Wing 
had  a  flat  roof  that  was  clad  with  tin  (fig.  84).  This  roof  was  covered  over  when  the  second  story 
of  the  Clerical  Department  was  added  in  1925.  Portions  of  the  1911  tin  roof  were  uncovered  during 
roof  repairs  in  the  summer  of  1982,  revealing  that  it  was  originally  painted  red. 

Gutters  and  Downspouts.  The  1911  drawings  for  the  second-story  addition  indicate  that  the 
original  wood  gutters  were  replaced  at  this  time.  The  new  gutters  were  to  be  4  by  6  inches  with  3- 
inch  copper  conductors.   The  existing  gutters  are  this  size  and  probably  date  to  1911. 

Interior  Elements 

Plan.  The  first-floor  plan  (fig.  83)  shows  that  most  of  the  changes  at  this  level  related  to  the 
construction  of  the  second  story— i.e.,  structural  work  and  heating-system  improvements. 
The  second-story  plan  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  consisted  of  a  large  drafting  room,  flanked  on  the 
north  by  a  small  drafting  room  two  bays  wide,  and  on  the  south  by  the  triangular  connector.    The 
connector  was  divided  into  three  areas,  as  follows: 

•  northwest  corner  -  an  enclosed  landing  for  the  new  steps  descending  from  the  new  second 
story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  to  the  existing  second  story  of  the  Planting  Department; 

•  southwest  corner  -  the  stairwell  of  the  existing  stairway  descending  from  the  second  story 
of  the  Planting  Department  to  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing;  and 

•  east  end  -  a  small  triangular  closet. 

The  1911  second-floor  plan  (fig.  84)  shows  one  scheme  for  drafting  table  placement.    Figure  94 
shows  the  second  story  with  draftsmen  at  their  tables. 
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Floor.  The  new  second  floor  was  carried  on  hard-pine  beams  measuring  6  by  10  inches  and 
placed  8  feet  4  inches  on  center.  The  floor  joists  were  2  by  8  inches,  placed  1  foot  4  inches  on 
center.  They  rested  directly  on  the  beams,  being  notched  down  1  inch  where  they  intersected  the 
beam.  Boarding  was  placed  between  the  floor  joists  at  their  lower  edge.  On  top  of  the  joists  was 
laid  the  floor  covering  for  the  second  story.  This  consisted  of  a  narrow-board  hemlock  subflooring 
and  a  matched  rift-pine  finish  floor  seven-eights  of  an  inch  thick.  The  original  finish  on  the  finish 
floor  is  unknown. 

Walls  and  Ceilings.  As  previously  stated  in  connection  with  exterior  elements,  the  interior 
walls  of  the  new  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  were  covered  with  vertical  V-beaded 
matched  boarding  seven-eights  of  an  inch  thick.  This  material  differed  greatly  in  appearance  from 
the  "washboard"  sheathing  on  the  ceiling  here  (the  former  ceiling  of  the  circa- 1891  first  story).  It 
is  not  known  why  "washboard"  sheathing  was  not  used  for  the  second-story  walls.  It  was  available, 
and  in  fact  was  used  in  1911  on  the  ceiling  of  the  first  story,  so  that  it  would  match  the  circa- 1891 
walls  of  this  story.  At  any  rate,  the  different  types  of  matched  boarding  on  the  ceiling  and  walls  of 
the  second  story  make  it  clear  how  the  roof  was  raised  to  create  that  story. 

Doorways  and  Windows.  The  windows  and  doorways  on  the  second  story  of  the  North 
Drafting  Wing  had  unmolded  casings  4  inches  wide.  The  windows  had  stools  that  are  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  thick  with  rounded  edges,  and  aprons  that  are  3  1/4  inches  wide  with  a  beveled  edge. 

There  were  two  second-story  doorways,  both  in  the  south  wall.  One  led  to  the  landing,  the 
other  to  the  triangular  closet.  Both  doorways  had  wooden  doors.  The  stairway  door  had  two  panes 
of  glass  in  its  upper  half  and  two  recessed  panels  in  its  lower  half.  The  closet  door  had  four  panels. 

The  doors  in  the  south  wall  of  the  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  retain  their  1911 
hardware.  This  includes  five-butt  ball  hinges  5  inches  long,  and  box  locks  with  brass  knobs,  roses, 
and  rectangular  escutcheons. 

The  windows  have  iron  meeting-rail  locks.  The  sash-cord  brackets  have  rounded  tops  and 
bottoms.   They  are  1  inch  wide  and  4  inches  long. 

Finishes.  All  woodwork  in  the  second-story  addition— ceiling  and  wall  sheathing,  doorway 
and  window  casings,  and  the  doors— was  finished  with  shellac. 

Utility  Systems 

The  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  wired  for  electric  lighting  when  it  was 
built.  As  described  above,  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  appears  to  have  been  wired 
for  electric  lighting  before  1911;  when  the  roof  was  raised,  the  earlier  wiring  was  reused.  The  knob- 
and-tube  wiring  and  the  porcelain  canopies  that  were  painted  brown  to  blend  with  the  woodwork 
appear  to  be  the  pre- 191 1  work.  The  existing  adjustable,  three-legged  drafting  lamps  were  probably 
hung  when  the  second  story  was  added.  They  are  marked  "O.C.  White  Co.,  Worcester,  MA,  Sept. 
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17,  '05. "28  Additional  knob-and-tube  wiring  also  appears  to  have  been  run  at  this  time.  This  knob- 
and-tube  wiring  and  the  porcelain  plates  are  unpainted. 

The  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  wired  for  the  automatic  fire-alarm  system. 
The  wiring  and  detectors  for  this  system  are  still  in  place.  The  sprinkler  system  was  installed  on  all 
stories  in  the  North  Drafting  Wing  in  1914. 

Prior  to  the  addition  of  the  second  story,  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  heated  by  wall- 
mounted  radiators  supplied  with  steam  from  a  boiler  in  the  basement  of  the  Clerical  Department. 
A  new  steam  boiler  was  installed  in  the  north  half  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  basement  when  the 
second  story  was  added  in  1911.  The  most  convincing  evidence  for  this  date  is  that  it  is  vented  into 
the  1911  chimney.  This  boiler  is  marked  "Walker  &  Pratt  Mfg.  Co.,  Boston,  MA,  Pat.  Feb.  7, 
1899,  October  22,  1901."  The  radiators  for  the  new  system  were  standing  floor  radiators  located 
along  the  outside  walls. 

Changes  After  1911 

Figure  91  indicates  that  some  changes  were  being  contemplated  for  the  basements  of  the 
Clerical  Department  and  the  Planting  Department  in  1913.  These  involved  changes  in  heating-system 
apparatus,  including  coal  storage  and  chimneys,  and  in  stairway  configuration. 

The  project  to  add  a  second  story  to  the  Clerical  Department  in  1925  caused  several 
alterations  to  the  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing's  triangular  connector.  A  brick  fire  wall 
was  built  between  the  two  buildings.  However,  a  new  doorway  was  cut  through  the  south,  rear  wall 
of  the  closet,  to  create  a  passageway  between  the  second  stories  of  the  Clerical  Department  and  the 
North  Drafting  Wing.  A  metal  fire  door  was  installed  in  this  doorway,  and  also  in  the  earlier 
doorway  to  the  landing  of  the  stairway  down  to  the  second  story  of  the  Planting  Department. 

The  creation  of  this  passageway  made  it  necessary  to  raise  the  roof  over  the  triangular 
connector.  Evidence  of  this  action  consists  of  a  change  in  the  matched-board  sheathing  used  on  the 
walls  of  the  existing  stairway  connecting  the  second  story  of  the  Planting  Department  with  the  first 
story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  The  lower,  earlier  sheathing  is  the  cypress  "washboard"  type, 
while  the  upper,  1925  sheathing  is  V-beaded. 

The  new  roof  was  covered  with  copper,  and  it  served  as  a  large  flashing  for  the  junction  of 
the  roofs  of  the  Planting  Department,  Clerical  Department,  and  North  Drafting  Wing.  A  rectangular 
skylight  was  installed  in  this  roof  to  provide  light  for  the  aforementioned  stairway.  The  skylight  had 
six  square  panes  of  frosted  wire  glass  and  a  ventilator  at  its  east  end.  Also  installed  at  this  time  was 
an  interior  window  in  the  west  wall  of  the  former  closet.  This  was  to  transfer  light  from  the 
stairway  skylight. 

In  1927  the  wood  shingles  on  the  roof  were  replaced  with  slate.  Copper  valleys  and  a  copper 
ridge  cap  were  installed  with  the  slate.    It  seems  probable  that  the  finials,  located  at  the  tops  of  the 


28  All  of  the  adjustable  drafting  lamps  in  the  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing— except  for  the  lamp 
in  the  southwest  corner,  which  has  a  circular  base— appear  to  have  been  installed  at  this  time. 
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ventilator  house  roofs,  were  removed  at  this  time.    The  slates,  with  their  lead  cap,  provided  a 
difficult  surface  for  anchoring  the  finials. 

On  the  interior,  two  humidifiers  similar  to  those  in  the  main  house  were  installed  in  the  North 
Drafting  Wing,  presumably  at  about  the  same  time  (circa  1930).  One  was  located  on  the  west  wall 
of  the  first  story;  the  other  was  at  the  west  end  of  the  north  wall  in  the  second  story  (fig.  68).  A 
large,  floor-mounted  humidifier  called  a  "Uni-Vent"  was  added  at  some  point  along  the  east  wall  of 
the  second  story. 

Changes  Circa  1963 

Basement 

Circa  1963,  the  kitchen  facilities  were  moved  out  of  the  circa- 1902  kitchenette  in  the  south 
half  of  the  basement.  The  sink  was  removed  from  the  north  wall  of  the  kitchenette  and  relocated 
on  the  north  wall  of  the  lunchroom.  The  drain  and  supply  lines  for  the  earlier  sink  location  were 
reworked  and  reused  for  the  new  location.  A  small  partition  was  built  to  separate  the  sink  from  the 
rest  of  the  lunchroom.  Shelving  for  dishes  and  cups  was  built  along  the  west  wall.  This  work 
appears  to  have  been  done  when  major  alterations  were  made  to  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting 
Wing.    New  porcelain  light  fixtures  and  additional  receptacles  were  also  added  at  this  time. 

After  the  kitchen  facilities  were  moved  out  of  the  former  kitchenette,  this  room  appears  to 
have  been  used  for  storage.  The  wood  floor  has  been  removed,  and  the  doorway  into  the  room  has 
been  enlarged. 

First  Story 

The  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  remained  essentially  unaltered  prior  to  1963. 
Some  of  the  shelving  along  the  walls  was  moved,  but  little  else  was  changed.  In  1963,  the  first  story 
of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  renovated.  As  the  firm  decreased  in  size,  this  story  became  the 
firm's  principal  drafting  space.  As  part  of  these  renovations,  the  1911  lighting  fixtures  were 
removed  and  replaced  with  modern  globe-type  fixtures.  The  modern  fixtures  were  installed  on  the 
historic  junction  boxes.  New  receptacles  were  installed  along  the  east  wall  of  this  room.  The  wire 
for  these  receptacles  was  run  in  metal  conduit.  A  separate  room  was  created  in  the  northern  two 
bays  of  the  drafting  room  by  erecting  a  floor-to-ceiling  wood-paneled  partition.  The  door  from  the 
northeast  closet  of  the  second  story  of  the  Clerical  Department  was  removed  and  reused  in  this  wall. 
The  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  was  also  painted. 

Second  Story 

The  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  escaped  the  1963  remodeling,  and  remains 
essentially  unaltered  since  its  construction  in  191 1.  An  unobtrusive  electric  fan  was  installed  in  the 
historic  south  roof  ventilator  circa  1960. 
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Changes  After  1963 

The  area  where  the  roofs  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  the  Clerical  Department,  and  the 
Planting  Department  come  together  was  repaired  during  the  roof  contract  of  1982.  The  existing 
copper  flashing  and  slates  on  the  south  hip  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  and  the  east  hip  of  the 
Planting  Department  were  removed;  new  20-oz.  copper  and  new  slates  were  installed. 

Inside,  the  floor  of  the  men's  lunchroom  was  replaced  following  flooding  in  1985.  The  north 
side  of  the  basement  was  renovated  for  use  as  the  mechanical  room  for  the  renovated  Plans  Vault. 
This  required  the  removal  of  the  1911  boiler  from  that  space.  A  detailed  description  of  this  work 
is  found  in  the  drawings  and  specifications  prepared  for  this  work  by  Crissman  &  Solomon 
Architects,  Inc.,  which  are  filed  at  the  site.  In  the  first  story,  the  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing 
that  covers  the  walls,  casings,  and  ceiling  was  painted  in  the  1960's. 


Existing  Conditions 


Exterior  Elements 

Structurally,  the  North  Drafting  Wing  appears  to  be  sound.  There  are  several  areas  that  will 
require  additional  investigation  and  undoubtedly  some  work.  The  two  most  apparent  areas  are  the 
west  basement  wall,  and  the  west  corner  of  the  north  wall  where  it  adjoins  the  Plans  Vault.  The 
source  of  the  problem  in  both  areas  appears  to  be  moisture.  The  west  basement  wall  is  at  ground 
level,  and  until  recently  the  main  structural  sill  and  the  window  sills  were  buried  in  dirt.  On  the 
north  wall  the  source  of  the  moisture  problem  appears  to  be  the  gutters.  The  hemlock  tree  that 
stands  in  this  corner  fills  the  gutters  with  needles  and  causes  water  to  back  up  and  overflow  down 
the  walls  of  the  building. 

Random  clapboards  and  pieces  of  wood  trim  are  cracked  or  rotted  and  will  have  to  be 
replaced.  When  the  National  Park  Service  acquired  the  property,  all  of  the  windows  were  in 
desperate  need  of  repair.  They  have  been  removed,  and  their  rotted  portions  have  been  rebuilt.  All 
have  been  reglazed  and  primed.  All  of  the  sash  cords  were  replaced  when  the  windows  were 
reinstalled.    Some  work  remains  to  be  done  on  the  window  frames. 

The  slate  roof,  although  more  than  50  years  old,  remains  in  good  condition.  Some  repairs 
were  made  to  this  roof  during  the  1982  roof  contract.  Cracked  slates  were  replaced,  new  copper 
flashing  was  laid  in  the  northwest  valley,  and  the  nails  in  the  ridge  flashing  were  recaulked.  To 
install  the  copper  roof  on  the  portion  of  the  roof  just  north  and  west  of  the  fire  wall,  the  slate  on  the 
south  hip  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  roof  was  removed.   It  was  replaced  with  new  slate. 
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Interior  Elements 

The  major  areas  in  need  of  repair  are  located  in  the  basement.  The  drains  in  the  basement 
passage  have  collapsed  and  are  blocked.  The  east  end  of  the  south  wall  of  the  passage  is  rotted  and 
will  require  rebuilding.  The  source  of  the  moisture  that  caused  this  problem  appears  to  have  been 
the  men's  lunchroom  sink,  which  was  formerly  located  on  the  other  side  of  the  wall. 

The  building  fabric  on  the  first  and  second  stories  is  in  good  condition.  Since  both  of  these 
stories  are  important  interpretative  areas,  their  existing  conditions  will  be  discussed  in  greater  detail 
in  the  following  section  of  this  report. 


Recommendations 


Exterior  Elements 

The  exterior  preservation  work  on  the  North  Drafting  Wing  will  involve  replacing  rotted 
wood  elements— sills,  clapboards,  and  wood  trim  pieces.  Gutters  should  be  checked  to  insure  that 
they  are  not  leaking  and  that  they  are  pitched  correctly.  New  downspouts  should  be  installed,  and 
all  drains  and  dry  wells  should  be  flushed.  Once  repaired,  all  exterior  surfaces  should  be  primed 
and  painted.  The  clapboards  will  be  painted  dark  red  (Munsell  7.5R  3/4),  while  the  wood  trim 
should  be  dark  green  (Munsell  2.5  BG  3/2). 

Some  repointing  of  the  foundation  will  be  required.  Repointing  mortar  should  be  mixed  so 
that  it  matches  a  freshly  fractured  surface  of  the  original  mortar.  A  sand  sample  for  matching  is  on 
file  at  the  Building  Conservation  Branch  of  the  Cultural  Resources  Center.  The  roof  is  presently  in 
good  repair  and  should  require  no  additional  work  at  this  time. 


Interior  Elements 

The  north  side  of  the  basement,  used  as  the  mechanical  room  for  the  Plans  Vault,  needs  no 
work. 

The  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  a  principal  interpretative  space,  will  be  restored 
to  its  appearance  circa  1930.  This  work  will  involve  removing  the  paneled  partition  at  the  north  end 
of  the  room,  and  restoring  the  single  large  drafting  room  with  low  partitions.  The  modern  globe- 
type  ceiling  lights  will  be  removed,  and  reproduction  historic  lighting  fixtures  will  be  installed  in  the 
original  ceiling  junction  boxes.  The  1960's  paint  on  the  cypress  "washboard"  sheathing  that  covers 
the  walls,  casings,  and  ceiling  will  be  stripped  and  shellacked.  The  method  for  removing  this  paint 
will  be  determined  by  experimental  spot  testing. 
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The  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  is  also  a  principal  interpretive  space.  Having 
escaped  the  1963  remodeling,  it  has  remained  unaltered  since  its  construction  circa  1911.  It  is  thus 
a  superb  example  of  an  early  20th-century  drafting  room.  The  single  large  drafting  room,  with  its 
walls  lined  with  rows  of  windows,  and  the  adjustable  drafting  lamps  hanging  from  the  ceiling, 
epitomizes  the  principal  work  space  of  the  early  landscape  architecture  profession.  The  few  additions 
that  have  been  made  to  the  room— the  Aqualator  and  Uni-Vent,  and  an  electric  ventilator  in  the 
historic  south  roof  ventilator— are  all  relatively  unobtrusive.  Therefore,  little  work  is  required  to 
return  this  drafting  room  to  its  circa- 1930  appearance.  The  east  door  in  the  south  wall  should  be 
rehung.  The  electric  exhaust  fan  installed  in  the  bottom  of  the  south  ceiling  ventilator,  along  with 
its  switch  and  Romex  wiring,  should  be  removed  and  the  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  ventilator  patched. 
All  of  the  woodwork  in  the  second  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  should  be  cleaned,  and  areas 
where  the  shellac  finish  is  damaged  should  be  repaired. 
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Figure  63.    North  Drafting  Wing  and  Rear  Entry:  West  elevation  (1989). 
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Figure  67.   North  Drafting  Wing:  Second  story,  main  drafting  room,  facing  south  (1980). 
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Figure  69.    North  Drafting  Wing:  Second  story,  north  drafting  room,  facing  west  (1980). 
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Figure  71.    North  Drafting  Wing:  Plan  of  basement,  Aug.  20,  1891. 
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Figure  75.    North  Drafting  Wing:  Cut-out  area  of  south  hip  of  roof,  during  1982  roof  work. 
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Figure  76.    North  Drafting  Wing:  Tin  flashing  that  originally  joined  the 
first  stories  of  the  Clerical  Department  and  the  North  Drafting  Wing. 
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Figure  78.    North  Drafting  Wing:  Drawing  for  a  print  frame,  full-size  detail,  Nov.  11,  1891. 
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Figure  79.    "Roof  Plan  of  House  and  Office  of  F.L.  Olmsted,  Brookline,  Mass.,"  1892-1899, 
with  second  story  of  North  Drafting  Wing  sketched  in. 
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Figure  82.    Site  plan  for  the  Olmsted  property,  1904. 
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Figure  84.   North  Drafting  Wing:  "Second-floor  Plan,  Proposed  Alterations  and 

Additions,"  July  15,  1911. 
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Figure  85.    North  Drafting  Wing:  "Proposed  Alterations  and  Additions,"  July  15,  1911. 


159 


. 


;iWi 


v. 


«y  #»v/  fi 


.'f.**  &...s 


1                      ou  - 

1 

1 

*> 

F-": 


a 


Figure  86.   North  Drafting  Wing:  "Proposed  Alterations  and  Additions,"  July  15,  1911. 
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REAR  ENTRY 


Introduction 


The  Rear  Entry  is  a  one-story  wood-frame  structure  (fig.  95)  roughly  square  in  shape, 
measuring  1 1  feet  10  inches  by  12  feet  1  inch.  It  is  located  at  the  junction  of  the  south  wall  of  the 
Plans  Vault  and  the  west  wall  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  As  such,  it  has  only  two  exterior 
walls— a  west  wall  and  a  south  wall.  The  west  wall,  working  from  south  to  north,  contains  a 
window;  a  doorway  leading  into  the  lobby  of  the  Rear  Entry;  and  a  double  doorway— topped  by  a 
small  window— that  leads  to  a  basement  corridor.  This  corridor  in  turn  leads  to  the  west  basement 
doorway  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  The  south  wall  has  no  window  or  doorway  openings.  The 
modified  hipped  roof  is  covered  with  light  gray  asphalt  shingles.  A  skylight  with  four  parallel  panes 
of  clear  glass  is  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  roof. 

The  Rear  Entry  was  built  in  1891,  along  with  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  to 
house  the  stairway  that  provided  access  between  the  basement  and  first  story  of  that  building.  The 
Rear  Entry  also  provided  a  covered  corridor  leading  to  the  west  basement  doorway  of  the  North 
Drafting  Wing.   The  Plans  Vault  was  built  up  against  the  Rear  Entry  in  1902  and  1912. 

The  Rear  Entry  presently  provides  access  from  the  rear  courtyard  into  the  first  story  of  the 
North  Drafting  Wing,  and  between  the  basement  and  first  stories  of  this  building.  It  also  houses  the 
Plans  File  Room,  the  means  of  access  from  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  into  the  Main 
Vault.    No  use  changes  are  planned  for  the  Rear  Entry. 


Architectural  History 


Date  of  Construction 

The  Rear  Entry  appears  to  have  been  built  in  1891,  in  conjunction  with  the  North  Drafting 
Wing.  Evidence  supporting  this  date  of  construction  includes:  the  inclusion  of  the  Rear  Entry  on 
the  August  20,  1891,  basement  plan  for  the  North  Drafting  Wing  (fig.  96);  a  similar  sequence  of 
paint  layers  on  the  clapboards  and  trim  of  both  the  Rear  Entry  and  the  North  Drafting  Wing;  and 
the  same  window  muntins  and  window  hardware  in  both  structures.29  In  addition,  the  Rear  Entry 
is  shown  in  the  pre- 1899  photograph  of  the  west  elevations  of  the  offices  (fig.  97),  in  the  1899 
drawings  for  a  second-story  addition  to  the  North  Drafting  Wing  (fig.  98),  and  in  a  circa- 1900 
photograph  of  members  of  the  firm  gathered  around  the  Rear  Entry  doorway  (fig.  99). 


29  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  004-005,  P030,  and  P032. 
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Description  As  Originally  Built 

Exterior  Elements 

Foundation 

The  foundation  of  the  Rear  Entry  was  rubblestone  roughly  1  foot  4  inches  thick.  The 
foundation  wall  was  only  built  to  the  height  of  about  1  foot  above  ground  level.  The  foundation 
stone  was  laid  with  the  same  light  brown  mortar  used  for  the  foundation  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing. 

Framing 

With  the  exception  of  the  sills,  6  feet  by  8  inches,  resting  directly  on  the  stone  foundation, 
the  exterior  framing  for  the  Rear  Entry  was  not  accessible  for  documentation  during  the  preparation 
of  this  report. 

Sheathing 

The  exterior  sheathing  was  clapboards.  The  reveal  of  the  clapboards  was  4  1/4  inches.  The 
corner  boards  were  roughly  5  inches  wide.  The  foundation  fascia  board  was  5  inches  wide.  The 
cornice  consisted  of  a  4-inch- wide  board  placed  below  the  gutter.  At  the  junction  of  this  board  and 
the  gutter  was  a  1 -inch-square  molding  strip.  Originally  the  clapboards  were  painted  red;  the  wood 
trim  was  dark  green.30 

The  nature  of  the  layers  of  wall  sheathing  is  presently  unknown.  It  seems  likely  that  they 
are  similar  to  those  of  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing. 

Doorways  and  Windows 

The  center  of  the  west  wall  had  a  doorway  leading  into  the  Rear  Entry.  Its  door  was  glazed, 
with  two  lights  in  the  upper  half;  the  lower  half  had  two  recessed  molded  panels.  The  north  end  of 
the  wall  had  a  large  doorless  opening  that  extended  up  to  the  eaves  line.  It  opened  to  a  corridor  that 
led  to  the  west  basement  doorway  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  (see  figure  91).  The  upper  corners 
of  this  opening  were  trimmed  with  cyma  recta  brackets.  The  south  end  of  the  west  wall  had  a 
window  with  double-hung,  eight-over-two  sashes.   The  south  wall  had  no  doorways. 

Gutters  and  Leaders 

The  original  gutter  on  the  Rear  Entry  was  a  wooden  one  hung  with  metal  straps  (fig.  98). 
It  remained  in  place  until  at  least  1916  (fig.  102),  but  probably  not  much  longer:  paint  samples  taken 
from  the  existing  Rear  Entry  gutter  indicate  that  it  has  the  gray  primer  associated  with  1911  work.31 
This  gutter  is  attached  with  nails,  rather  than  being  hung  with  metal  straps. 


30  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  samples  FRLA  02  P030,  P032,  and  P034. 

31  See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  sample  FRLA  02  P043. 
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No  downspout  is  visible  in  these  photographs.  On  the  1904  site  plan  (fig.  82),  a  downspout 
is  shown  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Rear  Entry,  and  it  seems  most  likely  that  this  was  its  original 
location. 

Roof 

The  Rear  Entry  had  a  pyramidically  hipped  roof  covered  with  wood  shingles. 

Interior  Elements 

Plan 

The  earliest  plan  for  the  Rear  Entry  is  included  as  part  of  the  1891  basement  plan  for  the 
North  Drafting  Wing  (fig.  96).  This  plan  shows  the  Rear  Entry  as  being  1  foot  narrower  (measuring 
north-south)  than  it  was  actually  built;  otherwise,  it  appears  to  be  accurate.  It  shows  the  dogleg 
stairway,  with  a  landing  as  wide  as  the  two  flights  of  steps  just  inside  the  exterior  doorway.  From 
the  landing,  a  flight  of  steps  along  the  south  wall  descended  to  the  basement  of  the  Rear  Entry, 
which  led  to  the  basement  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  Another  flight  of  steps  along  the  north  wall 
is  seen  to  ascend  from  the  landing;  its  termination  at  the  level  of  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting 
Wing  is  not  seen.  A  principal  feature  of  the  Rear  Entry's  basement  is  the  closet  that  was  located 
under  the  north- wall  leg  of  the  stairway. 

The  earliest  plan  for  the  first  story  of  the  Rear  Entry  dates  to  October  18,  1899  (fig.  98). 
It  calls  the  landing  inside  the  exterior  doorway  a  "lobby."  It  shows  the  north- wall  steps  leading  up 
to  a  landing  at  the  level  of  the  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  This  upper  landing  extended 
to  the  south  wall  of  the  structure;  it  appears  to  have  been  open  to  the  stairwell,  with  a  balustrade 
along  its  west  edge.  This  is  based  on  two  facts:  no  wall  is  shown  in  this  location  on  the  plan,  and 
holes  marking  the  former  locations  of  balusters  remain  along  the  west  edge  of  the  landing.  The  holes 
are  five-eights  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  spaced  5  1/2  inches  apart. 

Figure  97  shows  a  closet  at  the  north  end  of  the  upper  landing.  The  cutout  for  the  threshold 
for  this  closet  door  is  still  visible  in  the  basement  closet  under  the  Rear  Entry  stairway. 

Floor 

The  floor  joists  in  the  Rear  Entry  were  2  by  8  inches.  They  ran  north/south  and  were 
randomly  placed.  The  floor  joist  that  carried  the  load  of  the  stair  stringer  was  reinforced  with  an 
additional  board  4  by  8  inches.  The  subflooring  was  6-inch- wide  pine  boards.  The  finish  floor 
consisted  of  fir  boards  3  1/4  inches  wide.  This  floor  is  presently  painted  gray;  its  original  finish  is 
unknown. 

Walls  and  Ceiling 

The  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  Rear  Entry  were  sheathed  with  beaded  matched  boarding 
matching  that  used  in  the  basement  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  The  original  finish  on  this  sheathing 
was  shellac. 
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Doorways 

The  doorway  casing  consisted  of  4-inch- wide  plain  boards.  The  original  finish  was  shellac. 
The  original  hardware  on  the  exterior  Rear  Entry  door  is  unknown;  it  has  all  been  replaced.  The 
basement  closet  door  retains  its  original  hardware,  matching  that  found  on  the  doors  in  the  men's 
lunchroom  in  the  North  Drafting  Wing  basement.  It  is  hung  with  two-butt,  cast-iron  hinges 
measuring  5  1/4  inches  long,  with  acorn  tips.  It  has  a  rim  lock  with  black  porcelain  knobs  and 
circular  iron  roses.   The  escutcheon  is  rectangular,  with  rounded  corner  cut-outs. 

Windows 

The  casing  of  the  west- wall  window  was  4-inch- wide  plain  boards.  The  stool  was  3  1/2 
inches  wide,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  with  a  rounded  edge.   The  original  finish  was  shellac. 

The  window  hardware  used  in  the  Rear  Entry  was  nearly  the  same  as  that  used  on  the  first 
story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing,  judging  by  what  remains  today.  The  window  has  the  same  type 
of  meeting-rail  lock,  made  of  iron  and  having  the  identifiable  rounded  top  pivot  and  locking  latch. 
Unlike  the  1891  North  Drafting  Wing  windows,  the  Rear  Entry  window  does  not  have  a  casement 
lock. 

Stairway 

Each  flight  of  the  dogleg  stairway  consisted  of  five  steps.  The  treads  were  1 1  inches  wide, 
with  a  rounded  nosing;  the  risers  were  7  inches  high.  The  junction  of  the  riser  and  the  tread  was 
trimmed  with  a  molding  composed  of  a  fillet  and  cavetto.  The  stairway  balustrade  consisted  of  two 
newel  posts,  3  1/2  inches  square,  with  1 -inch-square  balusters.  The  balusters  were  placed  two  to 
a  tread,  approximately  5  1/2  inches  apart.   The  handrail  had  a  rounded  top  and  a  tapered  base. 

Utility  Systems 

Evidence  for  the  1891  Rear  Entry  utility  systems  is  scant.  A  bracket  for  a  gas  lighting 
fixture  is  still  located  on  the  south  wall,  indicating  that  the  Rear  Entry  was  originally  lighted  with 
gas. 

It  is  not  known  if  the  Rear  Entry  originally  had  a  heat  source.  The  existing  radiator,  a 
standing  floor  type,  appears  to  be  later;  heat  may  originally  have  been  provided  to  this  space  by  the 
radiators  in  the  basement  and  first  story  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing.  Alternatively,  it  may  have 
been  an  unheated  space,  since  the  basement  and  first-story  doors  could  be  closed  and  the  space  shut 
off. 
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Additions/ Alterations 

Changes  Circa  1902 

The  building  of  the  first  part  of  the  Plans  Vault  in  1902  affected  both  the  Rear  Entry  and  the 
North  Drafting  Wing,  both  of  which  abutted  the  new  structure  (fig.  99).  Alterations  to  the  Rear 
Entry  related  primarily  to  the  conversion  of  its  first-story  northeast  closet  into  a  Plans  File  Room  for 
the  new  vault.  As  part  of  the  conversion,  the  original  closet  was  not  only  heightened  but  also 
extended  westward,  by  taking  the  upper  part  of  the  space  over  the  basement  corridor. 

Exterior  Elements 

The  most  obvious  exterior  change  involved  the  roof.  The  north  hip  was  raised  and  rebuilt 
as  a  shed  roof  that  sloped  up  to  a  ridge  that  ran  along  the  wall  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  (fig. 
100).  New  flashing  was  added  at  the  junction  of  the  roofs  of  the  Rear  Entry  and  the  Plans  Vault. 
The  present-day  skylight  was  also  built  into  the  northeast  corner  of  the  roof  at  this  time,  to  light  the 
Plans  Vault  Room.   The  roof  was  reshingled  with  wood  shingles. 

As  part  of  the  westward  expansion  of  the  original  closet,  the  upper  quarter  of  the  large 
opening  leading  to  the  basement  corridor  was  filled  with  framing  and  covered  with  clapboards.  This 
area  became  the  low  west  wall  of  the  Plans  File  Room.  A  window  with  a  single  two-light  sash  was 
installed  here.  Because  it  was  at  floor  level  in  the  Plans  File  Room,  it  was  probably  installed  more 
for  ventilation  than  for  light.   The  window  casing  consisted  of  plain  boards. 

To  compensate  for  the  loss  of  height  in  the  basement  corridor  opening  caused  by  this  action, 
the  floor  of  the  corridor  was  excavated  down  roughly  1  foot  6  inches.  Two  steps  were  built  leading 
down  into  the  corridor. 

Interior  Elements 

As  stated  previously,  most  of  the  1902  alterations  to  the  Rear  Entry  related  to  the  conversion 
of  the  northwest  first-story  closet  to  a  Plans  File  Room  (fig.  99).  The  floor  of  the  closet  was 
extended  westward  over  the  additional  space  acquired  from  the  basement  corridor.  The  original 
doorway  into  the  closet  was  closed  and  covered  over  with  matched-board  paneling,  eliminating  direct 
access  to  the  new  room  from  the  Rear  Entry.  (The  doorway  was  not  reopened  during  the  preparation 
of  this  report;  it  is  assumed  that  the  doorway  framing  remains  beneath  the  later  paneling.)  A  new 
doorway  was  created  by  converting  a  window  in  the  west  wall  of  the  North  Drafting  Wing  that  had 
formerly  illuminated  the  closet  (see  "North  Drafting  Wing,"  fig.  80).  The  present-day  wall  along 
the  west  edge  of  the  stairway's  upper  landing  probably  dates  to  this  period,  based  on  two  facts.  It 
is  constructed  with  the  same  matched  boarding  as  used  for  the  closet-doorway  infill.  Also,  the 
addition  of  this  wall  permitted  the  construction  of  the  built-in  cupboard  with  drawers  along  the  south 
side  of  the  upper  landing.   This  storage  space  replaced  the  lost  closet. 

After  these  alterations  were  completed,  the  new  Plans  File  Room  functioned  as  part  of  the 
Plans  Vault,  rather  than  the  Rear  Entry.  Therefore,  all  further  discussions  of  the  room  are  included 
in  the  section  of  the  Plans  Vault. 
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Changes  After  1902 

Exterior  Elements 

Subsequent  alterations  to  the  Rear  Entry  (minus  the  Plans  File  Room)  were  relatively  minor. 
As  stated  previously,  the  gutter  appears  to  have  been  replaced  when  the  second  story  of  the  North 
Drafting  Wing  was  added  in  1911  (fig.  10 1).32  The  downspout  for  the  new  gutter  was  located  in 
the  norm  west  corner.  When  the  second  story  of  the  Plans  Vault  was  added  in  1912,  the  flashing  in 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  roof  was  changed.  Also  at  this  time,  or  shortly  afterwards,  the  double 
doors  were  hung  at  the  basement  corridor  opening.33  These  doors  are  constructed  from  matched 
boarding.   They  are  hung  with  strap  hinges  and  have  a  Norfolk  latch. 

Prior  to  1965,  a  porch  with  a  flat  roof  and  square  posts  was  built  at  the  Rear  Entry's  exterior 
doorway  (fig.  103).  The  roof  was  changed  to  a  gable  roof  prior  to  1982,  based  on  the  HABS 
drawings  (see  "Offices:  Appendix  A"  in  Volume  2,  Part  2).  The  porch  was  removed  entirely  during 
the  NPS  restoration  work  of  the  1980's  (fig.  95). 

Sometime  after  1965,  the  small  window  above  the  doorway  to  the  basement  corridor  was 
closed  up  and  clapboarded  over  on  the  outside.  (The  interior  casing  remained  intact.)  The  window 
was  still  blocked  at  the  time  of  the  1982  HABS  drawings,  but  it  was  recreated  by  the  NPS  prior  to 
1989  (fig.  95). 


point. 


The  screen  door  seen  in  the  early  photographs  (e.g.,  figure  101)  was  also  removed  at  some 


Interior  Elements 


On  the  interior,  even  fewer  changes  were  made  after  1902.  There  are  also  remnants  of  knob- 
and-tube  wiring  on  the  ceiling.  This  wiring  appears  to  have  been  installed  in  1902,  when  the  roof 
of  the  Rear  Entry  was  changed.  The  existing  concealed  electrical  wiring  appears  to  date  to  the  1911 
alterations.  A  new  electric  light  ceiling  fixture  was  probably  installed  in  the  Rear  Entry  at  this  time. 
It  is  assumed  to  have  resembled  those  installed  in  the  office  at  that  time— a  brass  base,  with  a 
hanging  brown  cloth-covered  wire,  socket,  and  fluted  glass  shade.  A  wall-mounted  fixture  hung  on 
the  north  wall.  It  was  probably  similar  to  the  ceiling  fixture,  except  that  the  brown  cloth-covered 
wire  was  replaced  with  a  short  horizontal  brass  arm.  The  other  major  interior  change  was  the 
painting  of  the  walls,  ceiling,  and  doorway  and  window  casings  circa  1960. 


32 


See  "Offices:  Appendix  B,"  sample  FRLA  02  P043. 


33  Paint  samples  from  these  doors  do  not  contain  the  gray  primer  found  on  the  other  circa- 19 12  work. 
However,  they  do  contain  approximately  the  same  sequence  of  paint  layers,  indicating  that  the  work  was  done 
at  about  the  same  time. 

174 


Offices:  Existing  Structures  Rear  Entry 

Existing  Conditions 


Exterior  Elements 

The  Rear  Entry  presently  suffers  from  much  water-related  decay.  The  sills,  which  are 
located  roughly  at  ground  level,  are  rotted,  as  are  the  southeast  and  southwest  corner  posts.  The 
northeast  corner  post  may  also  be  rotted.  Numerous  clapboards  are  split  or  rotten;  the  window  sill 
and  frame  are  also  deteriorated.  The  floor  of  the  entry  porch  has  rotted  through.  All  exterior 
painted  surfaces  are  in  need  of  scraping  and  repainting.  The  window  in  the  west  wall  of  the  Plans 
File  Room  has  been  covered  over  with  clapboards  on  the  exterior,  but  the  interior  casing  is  still  in 
place  and  under  the  plans  desk,  behind  the  radiator. 


Interior  Elements 

The  stairway  steps  are  worn  and  broken.    The  matched  beaded  boarding  in  the  southwest 
corner  is  rotted.   The  finishes  on  all  of  the  interior  wood  surfaces  are  in  need  of  restoration. 


Recommendations 


Exterior  Elements 

All  of  the  rotted  wood  framing  and  sheathing  should  be  replaced  in  kind.  Fabric  to  be 
replaced  will  include  sills,  corner  posts,  studs,  sheathing  boards,  clapboards,  and  the  window  frame. 
In  keeping  with  the  circa-1930  restoration  date,  the  entry  porch  should  be  removed;  the  small 
window  in  the  west  wall  should  be  reopened  and  reframed;  and  the  screen  door  and  the  shutters  on 
the  south  window  rehung.  Once  the  work  is  completed,  the  clapboards  and  wood  trim,  except  for 
the  door  and  shutters,  should  be  painted  red.  The  door  and  window  shutters  should  be  painted  dark 
green.  The  roof  has  recently  been  recovered  with  light  gray  asphalt  shingles.  It  should  not  require 
replacement  for  a  minimum  of  five  years. 

Interior  Elements 

The  interior  will  be  restored  to  its  appearance  circa  1930.  The  paint  will  be  removed  from 
the  ceiling,  walls,  and  casings.   These  surfaces  will  then  be  shellacked. 
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Figure  96.   Basement  plan  of  Rear  Entry  and  North  Drafting  Wing,  Aug.  20,  1891. 
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Figure  99.    Rear  Entry:  West  elevation,  circa  1900. 
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Figure  100.    Drawing  for  addition  of  Plans  Vault  and  alterations  to  Rear  Entry,  circa  1902, 

with  annotations  circa  1910. 
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Figure  103.   Rear  Entry:  West  elevation,  November  1965. 
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